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IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 

OF 

All Paffages relating to my Suffer- 
ings, Trials and Examinations, 
from the Beginning of my Im- 
prifojiment. 

» 

IT may fecm impertinent for me, to put Pen to Paper up- 
on fuch a Subjeft ; to make any Record, or give any Reprefenr^ 
tation of my own AillidionSy which have been fo iQ^arr and 
inHgnificant, that they are not worth the mentioning, and To 
mixed with Blots and Blemifbes of Paintings and Follies, not only un^- 
fuitable, but di (honourable to the Excellency of the Caiife^ that my 
Aflliftions have been ftated upon, that it may be challengcd,as a naufeat- 
ing Officioufnefs, to blur Paper thereupon ; And the PalVages have 
been To many and various, and my Examinations^ Conferences, Tfialsy fo 
prolix and tedious, and that after the Intervention of lo long Time iince 
they were paft, that to offer an accurate Account of them, might inr; 
cur cither the Ccnfure, or Sufpicion of Prevarication or Diiingcrmity. j^ 
efpccially from a Man of my Impcrfcftions, known to be rude and us^ 
ready -in Ext0^porary Aujwersy and of a Memory not fo exaft and tena- 
cious of Pafiages, as fuch an Account would import and require ; Buc 
coniideringythc: Intent of this Relation,is not t^make it publick ( which 
could not be interpreted a being my own Herauld, to captate Applaufe, 
but rather a blockifh blurring o( my own Blots ) but only as a Memo-' 
randum for my felf, and an Information to my Intimates, concerned to 
know what hath paft in the Trad of my Tiials, that they may fympar« 

thi/c with me, and comfort me by their Approbation of what is Kiglit^ 
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and by their tender Reftorings with the Spirit ofMeeknefs, from what 
Paintings and Follies, and unifaithfiil Feeblenefs, have been difcovered 
in them. And feing they have been in part acquainted with many of 
thefe little Tranfaftions, in Parcels, by the Minuts I drew of all occur- 
ring Paflages, immediatly afrer their tailing out ; I thought it would not 
be altogether ungrateful to them, as it would be very mcful for me, to 
put them together in one Piece, that they might be feen with one Pro- 
K>eft. Wherein, however unpleafant it may be, I fliall endeavour to 
. fliew, fo much of impartial Ingenuity, as that the R.elation of thefe Paf- 
fages ihall appear to be rather an humble and open-hearted Confeffion, 
than any ftumed lAkpoIogy, For to juftifie all Things that have efcaped 
me, I cannot, and to palliate them I will not. The true and genuine Re- 
pvefisntation of Matters of FaA, is that which I aim at. 

The llay df ^my iirft Apprehenfion, and l>eginning of this fad Tenta- 
tion, was upon the tub ot January this prefent Tear i58y, where being 
ioi Lwdon^ at a Meeting for the Worfhip of Got> ; I was taken with 
many others, by the City MarJhaL That Morning, I remember, as I was 
coming over Tower-hil, toward the Houfe where our Meeting was? ap- 
pointed, I had a ftrong Impreflion, with irrefiftaSle Violence fuggefied to 
me, which I endeavoured to check and divert, as an idle vain Thought, 
but I coiild not, to wit. That I fliould be a Prifoner that Day ; and 
further, that eveiy Step I was going was a Motion and Progrefs to ano- 
tlierP^iod, than as yet hath come topafsj However within two Hours 
thereafter, I was a Prifbner. I do not mention this, as a thing to be 
much laid Weight on ; But only I cannot but refled on it, as a \^rning 
to me of what followed ; of which I have had fever als very fignificant 
and remarkable to me, fince I was engaged into this Lot. I was taken 
very furprifingly, and without our Fear, or Expeftation of any fuch thing : 
For that Day we had more Caution than ordinary, which made us more 
fccure ; having two Men abroad, to watch and attend the Motion of 
the Guards of Souldiers in fever^ Places of the City ; one of which ob- 
fenringa Party of them moving, came running to acquaint us, but before 
he could come to the Door of the Houfe, where we were met, he found 
the Marfiial with two Men knocking at it, and fo durft^^ot approach 
nearer. TheMarlhal having had Intelligence of our Meeting, either by 
his own Obfervation, or the treacherous and invidious Information of 
Neighbours, fubtilly did knock at the Door as a Friend ; and the Ma- 
tter of -the Houfe taking him for one of our Watches, opened to him ; 
#h6 forthwith came rufhing ^up Stairs, with his drawn Sword in his 
Hand, and his Men at his Batk, crying and commanding in the King's 
Name^ That we jQxould render our lelves Prifoner$. J was Aandaigupon 



the Suirs^intbe Entry iototwa Chambers, lefturing Unon tPm. 49. sf.- 
Naphtali U a Mini kt hofpy he giveth goodly Words^ dec. On which I was 
led to fpeak on the Excellency of tlic filefling of Liberty , the Extent o£ ; 
Chriftim. Lihen^^ the Picfcrablencfs of Spmttial Liberty beyond temporal .* 
Freedom : A Subjcd tlut t was very unfit to fpcak on ; and therefore 
the LoRD^ faw it good to ihtcrrupt me, and fend me to School to leam 
it bcttevfince; I was a great Mif-improvcr of Liberty, when I had It;. 
ami therefore fince, I have been made to prize it more by the Want. 
of it, and to undcrfland, by fome Experience the Excellency of that 
more lovely Liberty of the Sptxit. 

But to return, I being the Hru Man in the way of the MarJl^aPs Vio- 
letit Irruption, and thinking my fclf mofl concerned tv^anfwer;. gave 2 
Replj; to this Effed : What King do you mean, by whofe Authority you ' 
dffturb tbi Peaceable Ordinances of CHMJST*? *&>, you dijbonouryour Kin^^ 
in making him an Enemy to the Worjhip of GOD ! At which Words the 
Ruffian laid hands on me, and violently thruft me in among the People; 
telling me, He had other Bufinefs than to fland upprntting with me \ wC 
were verv ftupidly infatuate and deficient in our Duty, that we did not 
make a Break, and rim him Down-ftairs, as we were in a Capacity to 
do it againft three Men, and as I moved it to the People : But the De- 
mur was, that we thought there was furcly a Party of tiie Guards down* 
ftairs waiting to afllft him. Thus were we kept Prifoncrs by threeMen, 
being in Number about (ixty Men and Women ; who for tne moft-parc 
as I was often laying it home to them as a Duty ) were refolutely 
ctermined never to be taken, as long as they were in any Capacity to 
relift. But who hathfpoken , and it Jhall come to pafi, if t/je LORD hati 
not apfotMud itj However, We faw the Guards ftanding before theDoor, 
to carry us away ; and we were all brought out one-by-one, and carried 
toGui/dhaUjcx.cc^t thofe that hid themfelves in theHoufe,and fome that; 
cfcapcd by the Way. We were kept about two or three hours in Guild-' 
hull ; wl)cre ibmirefca^Kd, by giving a little Money to the Marjbafs Men ; 
And I was urged lo do the like ; but I had no Clcamcfsin it, thinking 
it a diOionoiurable Compoiition,unfuitable to the Simplicity of Suiferers^ 
and a bafc encouragmg of them in their wicked Trade, many of thefe 
Raicals having no odicr Livelihood. Thereafter we were condu<^ed b/ 
a Guard to tbe Lord Mayor-s Lodgings : And by the Way, feing one 
before me make a clear Efcapc, by nmning, I took the next Opportuni" 
ty at the turning of a Street, to run' But though formerly I was welf, 
acquiksnt with that Street, yet then I did not consider what Place of die 
City I was in, biit run foreword ftreight to the Lord Mayor's Gates^ 
and thcxOj by bis Officers flanding in the StrecCj I was again apprehend* 
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edj atid b^jten, and abufed very rudely, the Rabble of on-Lookers ap- 

plaui&ng riicir Cruelty, in fo much, that one ftanding by, as they were 
le^dii^ me by the Arms, faid moft bitterly. Have you got him ? Tou Jhould 
krve fut your Ktiife in hix Guts. So we were all brought in before the 
Lord Mayor y and examined. All were flricHy and particularly interro- 
gate about the Preacher, -who he waa ? j4nd what was his Name ? And if 
he wasprefentl But no fati^fadory Information given, though one, that 
was immediatly examined before my felf, told he was a Scots Man, and 
gave all the Marks he could of his Habite, and Stature, &c. and if he 
had looked about, he would . have difcovered me, {landing juft at his 
Back : Yet when it came to me, they never asked a Word about the 
Preacher : So that it was not known then, nor a pretty while after my 
Imprifonment ; which by holy Providence did fome way contribute to 
my Tranfportation to Scotland : For if it had been known, that I was . 
the Preacher, Ifhould have expefted the ordinary Mittemm and Lot of 
Preachers, which fliould have been only Imprifonment, for fome Time 
in England ; but the Lord had a Mind, to make all things work toge- 
ther for fcrewing up my Sufferings and Tentations to a greater Height. 
The Account of my Examination before- the Lord Mayor^ is fcarce 
worth the Inferring here ; Yetbecaufel would '6mit nothing, the Purport 
. of it was as follows. The firft Queftion vfZSyWhat is your Bujinejs here ? I 
Anfwered, I cannot tell.Next, JVhat was you doing in that Place where you 
VM5 taken ? Anfwer, We were at the Worfliip of GOD : At which they 
faid nothing, but made Mouths at me. Then my Name was asked,ana 
my Lodging : I told them. T%eny what was my Trade ? I Anfwered,! have 
no Track. Said the Lord Myor, How do you Live then^ I Anfwered, 
as others that have no Trade. What ? 'faid he, are you a Gemkman ? I 
Anfwered, fuch as you fee, I have no great Eftate, They urged, how 
do you live then} I Anfwered. GOD provides, I am not very Troublefome 
with my Living. Nay, faid the Mayor y He is a Vagabondy he muft be ta- 
ken Notice of. 1 Anfwered, I am no Vagabond, your Lordfliip knows 
very well, m this Populous City, there are many that have no Trade ,• 
Some are Servants, fome have Served their Time and are Vacant, 
fome do expeft to be put in fome way of Living; lam a Sojourner here 
only, and do want an Employ for the prefent. At which he was An- 
:y,and izidihemuft be a ]^mitQ.fearch him. So I was fearched ; and when 
ley found my Bible in my Pocket, they obferved, it wanted the Book 
of Common Pr ay e-r at tlie beginning; At which I faid, what fttould it do 
there ? I War rand, faid fome of them, he is a great Rogue. So they 
^ent many Threatnings and Upbraidings upon me. At length the Lord 
Mayor faid^ Well^ I will takf me^ howymfinUliw mTtm cmps^ J will 
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fend you to a Place ^ tvhere youjbatt m aLivelyhood : I thanked his Lord-« 

ihip. I will fend you to Bridewell^ faid Tke,- I cannot help it, faid I ; and ib 
was removed unto another' TWS^^ where all as they were Examined, 
were fet. ' • 

After I was fet down, I began to refled on the Threatnings,^ !jvhi€h ; 
were very odious to me ; not fo much^becaufe of the AfHi&ionsI might 
exped in that Place, as, becaufe I looked upon it as Difhonourable to 
my Station, to be piit in among Thieves, Rogues, Vagabonds and 
Boys ; who arc put to Servile Work, and runiflied by Wiiipping, 
when they do not perform their Task; But this was my rride, that I 
difdained a fhamenil Crofs, not reckoning it my Glory and Joy, with ^ 
the Apoftles, tofufferjhamejor his Name ; And alfo my Folly, if it had been 
io ordered, that I had been fent there, I might have expe&ed a more ; 
favourable Lot, and more cafy outgate. Yet for the Time, the Afpeftj 
of it was fo odious, that I refolved, I would rather difcover my fclf to 
be the Preacher to prevent it, come of it what would. But it never came 
to that ; for after all were Examined, Bail was offered and admitted, to 
Anfwer at next Court at Gutldhally the Third Day thereafter, and my 
Friends were very Urgent on me to accept of it : I refufed it Three fc-. 
veral Times, fcruplin^ to enter into any Tranfadions with them, being 
Jealous of fome Infnarmg Impofitions, and feveral other Scruples I had, 
and Objeftions againft it, at that mean Time ; Yet throujeh their Impor- 
tunity, and the Prevalcncy of a Arong Tcntation, fuggelTing to me what 
Inconvcniencies would follow on my rcfufal, how I fliould be reputed a 
Singular Fool, Precipitating my own Sufferings, after fuch an unufual and 
unexamplary manner, and conlidering that they knew vay^^n^xt^t^^^ 
if I were dilcovered to be thq Preacher ( as I thought furc^Jt^y'tKis-^S^^ 
by fo many Inquiries after it, could not be concealed ) they would iend 
and fcarch my Chamber, and there they might find fome Books and Pa- 
pers of Dangerous confcquence to me : At length, after a Friend came 
again the fourth Time, and urged me to accept of Bail, faying, if I 
would only Anfwer to my Name., and confenttohis Engagement, no- 
thing more would be required , I condefcended y and when my Name 
^vas called upon, I Anfwered ; And my Bail prefenting me, and offering 
to be Bail for me, the Mayor faid, I was the Impudcnteft Rogue among 
them all : For faid he, he will not fo much as give an account of liis 
Trade, or how he lives; Lives! faid my Bail, cunningly Smiling, I will 
tell your Lordfhip,how he Lives, he is a poor Shabby Boy, good for no^ 
thing, he comes to my Houfe, fomctimes to fee a Siilcr, and I give hijn 
a little Viduals now and then, and he goes at other Times to others^ 
and gets fome. and that's the way he livc$. I wondered aj;.\sOi&^<^^s^'!!>s^'^ 
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RoTing^ he told mc afterwards he was Playing by Eqnivrocations. The 
Mayor faid nothtag, but that he believed that was the thing made me Co 
Confident. So he ordered Bail to be accm|pd for me, and the fecurity 
drawn up, under the pain of Thirty Pounds Sterling, for my Appearance 
at GuHd-hallytoAnCwcr thereat, at that Court, the Day forefaid, which my 
Hand fubfcribed. I was very Jealous there was fbmething of the Good 
Behaviour ( as they call it ) to be engaged in it, which indeed I cannot 
teU but there was. But often it was asked me, if I confented to it ? I 
asked, to what ? my Bail fearing my Scrupulofity and Inquiiitivenefs 
ibould break all, Anlwered me roughly ; This is only to Anfwer againfl 
iVednefday ; Yes, faid I, when you wiU, and fo thqr let me go. But 
when I came Home and refkded upon that Days Tranfadions, asid 
how upon my firfl Entry, upon Sufferings, I mifcarried fo fillily ; I 
cannot exprcfs how I wal^ Tortured with the Thoughts of it ; Not on- 
If becaufe it was great weaknefs fo prejudicial to me, in preventing a 
more favourable Sentence I might have expededthen, than that which 
I met with afterwards ; but becaufe I had no Peace in it, confidering 
how it was a Voluntary fubjefting my felf to their Impofitions, a wil- 
ling acknowledging of, and binding my felf over to their packed per- 
vcjnfe ■ and Law-perverting Judicatures, a Spontaneous confcnting to 
tHeir Mifchiefs framed into a Law, and Enaded undpr the Notion of 
a Law,when I knew the frame of it,and theForm of it,and what I might 
cxpeft fhould be the Effed of it againfl my felf,- t'ea, a dilhonourable 
and Cowardly fhifting and putting off the prefent Opportunity of aXef- 
timony, and confeffing an unreadiriefs to render a Reafon for it, as if I 
had been to feek for Defences, and durfl not avouch the Duty I was 
taken abcufjbut behoved to admit a Deferrence to another Day .- And 
befidcs, that I had foolifhly involved my felf into the Incumbrance of 
of a doubtful Sufpence about the Event .• Whereas if I had kept at my 
lirfl Rcfolution aloft from fuch Bargains, I might have known the out- 
mofl: I had to fear or hope from Men, Thefc things were very perplex- 
ing and vexing to my Mind, during the Interval of thefe Three Days, 
I went and Confulted many,who I thought would be mofl Friendly and 
Faithful in theit Advice to me ; but generally I found them averfe from 
my Appearance, perfwading me to oecline it by many Arguments taken 
from the Penalty, being the Alternative of the bond, and that I might 
be free by paying the Penalty which they offered to advance. But being 
once engaged I durfl not retrad, notwithflanding of all their infinuations. 
Their Arguments of the Penalty of the Bond, it b«ng the Alternative 
Condition thereof, were not fatisfsidory to me : For I confidered, that 
jyeith&r is fuch a Bond AUe) Kotrve. for then would it have been offered 
fojjjxChoIccj whether 1 would appear on fuch a Day, or pay luch a Sum 
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of Money ? tHnrinflftight htve beeniree to make a Choice ; nor was 

their Stipulation, iior my Fromife Ahernativey but plain and fimple^ ob- 
iigtng my felf poiitively to that Appearance and fubjeifling my felf to tbe 
Penalty, as the Puniihment of the Breach of that Obligation, in cafe I 
•broke it .- I thought that the Fancy of eluding the Bond by paying the 
Penalty, would quite enervate all Security among Men in their mutual 
-Compads of that Nature, and under that Pretence they might gave atfii^ 
tisfa&ory Complyance to the moft wicked impofed Obligation imagina^ 
ble, or with a relerved intention duly to pay the impofed Penalty ,* whicb 
Re&rvations I thought fo far from being fuitable to that Chriftian Sim« 
plicinr the Gofpel requhrs, that I judged it would not anfwer that Mo« 
ral Honefty, that our Concem in the uood of Humane Society calls for. 
I hadRefleftions alio on that wotdpfal. 1 5 . 4. holding "forth this as one 
Qaalification requifite for the Expo^ants of Heaven, though they fwcar to 
their omt Hurt, they will not 4ba^e it ; And confeauently, if they bind 
themfelves by a Bromifc, which a Chriflian ihould be no lefs render of 
than of his Oath: Uponiihefe .and the like Confiderations I determi- 
ned to keep the Dyet. 

Accordicigly when the Day came, ^amary 14, 1685. I came to Guilds 
Hall, and was there waiting feveral Hours till they fliould fall upon the 
Bufinefs of our Meeting, and was as really Determined to Anfwer that 
Day, as ever I defigned any thing ; but the Lord had not appointed 
it, but fruflrated my Intention Providentially, for that Day ,• For be- 
ing under the Inconveniency of fome Friends prepofterous obferving of 
me,and fearing Icafl thereby I fliould be more noticed by the Court ; and 
finding them fo occupied otherwife, that I might have Time enough to 
go out and refreffa my fclf ; I tarried but a verv little while, and in 
the mean Time of my Abfence I was called, ana none anfwering for 
me, my Bond was Forefaulted I Which Difappointment did verv much 
commove me,for fear of being reproached by my Enemies, miftaKen by 
my Friends, and miiconftrufted by my Bail, or Cautioner ; And there* 
foreas foon as lunderftood, that my Name had been called upon in 
my Abfence, I went through -the whole Crowd in the Houfe feveral 
Times to feek him, and not finding him, I went flraight to his Houfe 
but could not meet with him : Only I faw his Wife, and told her the 
Cafe, who was very difpleafed with it, and faid, Alas ! luhy did ytmfi'i 
ycu hirve exceedingly tvrcMged cur Family ; whirfi went as a Nail to taj 
Heart; fo that I was cotitbuhdcd,and Could anfwer nothing, nor could x 
be xefolved what to do, whether to offer my felf to the Court ( but that 
I thought prepoflerous and ugly to own my felf their Legal Prifoner ) or 
I to my Bail, but I could not nnd him. In this Perplexity I went Home 
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'.much difquietedy and continued fome Days undetermined^ what Courfe 

-to fall upon y whether to reft in that Providential Iflue,*' and endeavour 
to fatisfie my Bail, and bear him harmkfs, by Raying thjc Sum, or to 
move further ip it, there being yet another Day of Court to come 
before the Scffions Adjournment, which was to be feven Days thereaf- 
ter : But before that Day came, I was neceflitated to a Refolution, 
which was the Commencement of mv Sufferings. For, my Bail conful- 
ting his own Security, and fearing left his Name coming in qucftion, he 
fhould fuffer lofs, and be further involved into Troubles, ifhefhouldbe 
more noticed, he being a Dijfenter from the Church of England ; to pre- 
vent this, made fome mdifcreet hafte to my detriment, driving furioufly 
for a Compofition for his Forefeited Bond, to compafs which he applyed 
faimfeU'to the Lord M^or andQerks, ^c. who bade him produce me .• 
This I thought very much tending to my Reproach. My Friends of- 
fered him many Securities to bear him harmkis, if he would defift ; yea, 
a Bond was offered to him for Ten Pounds more, if he would (it fiiUand 
not move further in it ; he would not, but ftill preffcd for ready Money 
to pay the Sum , that his Goods might not be narmed for it, though 
iX was a preparing, and all imagihable Security ofiered to eafe him of 
that Burden, which did determine me to a Hefolution that neither he 
nor they fhould be troubled. with it. It feemed an intolerable Burden 
to m^ to be burdenfome to them ; And to enrich my Enemies with the 
Sppil of my Friends, upon the account of the Forefeiture of my Pro- 
mife, fi^emed fuch a difhoneft and difhonourable thing to me, that upon 
Deliberation, I determined to prevent both my Friends Charges,my Bail's 
lying, and my Exadors receiving .any Mon.ey upon fuch an Account ; 
lo that I thought my felf Stated in fuch Circumftances, as that Two E- 
vils were oflfered to my Choice unavoidably ; either a Prifon under the 
Reproach of Folly, or Liberty under the Repute of Fraudulency. The 
firft I thought more eligible ; For I thought CHRIST'S Crofs, even 
with Reproaches, is alwife a better Choice, th^n the World's Eafe pur- 
chafed at any Price, which is a. Hire fift .CHRIST'S Enemies ; So I 
refolved upon an Appearance Tuefday qett, iwhich I . was fomewhat en- 
couraged unto,by a Friend'>s interpoiure and undertakit^ to interceed for 
me with the Lord Mayor, having great . intereft in him; Who accor- 
d^igly went to him and pre-engaged liim into a Promife of Favour. But 
when all came to all, I found by Experiences, that Creature's Favour is 
either enfnaring or very decejtfiil ; But Prpyidencc had a fpecial over- 
ruling Hand in it J beyond his Purpofe, ajnd . befides . his intention : For 
I SLmiPt to have fo much Charity for him as. to think if he had got his 
Wiii^ (uoold not have been .9 Frifojgier for thu Pay ; However he gave 

many 
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- many &ir. PromiTes to be tender of me, and that he would coafult both 

' the Liberty of my Peffon, and /afety of my G>nfcierice : For my 
Friend prccautioned him, that he would find me very precife and Stick- 
ing in Matters of Confcience : He laid he would do well enough &>t 
that, and bid me <fome along with him that Morning before the Courts 
unto his Lodeing, that he might fpeak with me ; and further^ didi ex- 
prefs great indignation at my Bail, for his fooliftnefs and precipitancy 
m over-driving the Bufinefs ; For faid he, if he had let it alone, it 
might hiive lain dormant all the Time of my Af/iy^r^ /w, and, for ought 
I know, feven Afojorx Times after me .; For feldom or never do we take 
notice offuch things, but when they are put in our Heads officioufly. 
When the Day came, January loth ia the Morning, I appointed with 
my Friend abovementioned, to have prevented my Publick Appearance 
at Court, . by Speaking with the Lord Mapr in private ; but he had gone 
to Court before we came, and I durft not then draw back; when I 
thought the LORD was leading me on ; fo we went together to Guilds 
hall : And when all the Names were called on, that had been referred 
to that Da/s Diicuflion, lanfweredto mine; And being Queftioned, 
why I did not Anfwer the Day before ? I Anfwered, That I nad been 
there Attending feveral Hours, and had refolved to Anfwer, but finding 
the Court imployed about Bufinefs, that would take up fome Time, i 
took afliort Turn out, for fome Refreftment, thinking to return before 
it fhould come to my Bufinefs ; But my Name was in the mean time cal- 
led upon, and I could not find my Bail to introduce me ; And therefore 
now I am come to relieve him of his Bond. Thereafter my Indidment 
was Read, importing a Grievous Charge, That /, mth othersy had, upon 
the iifh of \2LnvMy in theTear of our Sovereign Lord the, Ki^y Charles the 
id. iCw^ of England, Scotland, France «wrf Ireland, the 'Hjirty Sixth, in 
London, in theParcch of St. Vidaftus aHaa Fofters, in IVard of Yzvvingdon, 
with Force and Amtf^yBiotouflyy Unlawfully and Tumtdtuoufh AJfembkd and Met 
together, to difiuri( the Peace of Ihe Kingdam, under Colour and Pretext of the 
Exercife ^ Reltgio^^^ c^ter another manner , than according to the Liturgy and 
JJfe of the Church of£ngland, in a Mans Manjionable Houfcyin Guttep4ane» 
in open Contempt of our Sovereign Lord the KingyHisLauSy Crown and &jah 
tj ? Then after the ufual Form, the Queftion was put to me, Gui% & 
not Guiky : I Kpfwered, not Guilty. Then Legal Probation Ihould have 
been led" igainfl!. me; but this they did not Trouble themfelves with 
at" this Tiwie^liui; moftArbitrarily and Illegally they proceeded ^gainft me^ 
AS they.haatfone the other Day, with my Fellow Prifoners ; efpecially 
by means of the Record^ sh^mg there, a mofilngiRained Enemy to ouc 
Caufe, and a Hater of our Nation; who the former * Court Da^^ ^^dL 



then alfo, did moft Virulently Invciglv agajnft .u$,. cipccially who WjCTc 
ScQuh-mefh iByit^gy'ffjat wetvere mofl Ptjm^nt and biiolerabky tbaithf Sezte-- 
rtty rf' our Laws made.us.jHe. our Country ^ for there they, could Epctort by 
Tlrture any things and had Laws to Extort a Mans Thoughts y and then Hang 
himforthemy when difcoveredy but nowy faid hty they are come to abufe our 
Mild Lawsy they have no Parately faid he, for Wicked PrincipIeSyOndProBices; 
Afurders and Rtbettms\ His Prcfence did much Prejudge me, for I had 
expected to have been.more Favourably handled. by the Lord Mayor x 
And the Refledion on his former Infolehcy did confound me with fe^r 
atkt Ifidignation at him, which made my Talk to him more fhort and 
conftifed, and not fo pleafing. After 1 anfwered not Guilty y he asked 
what Gountry Mian^ I was ? I. might have, evaded a dired Anfwer : 
But Remembering what anEnemy he was tothatNation,my Indignation 
did- expel my fear, and made me difdain to deny or dedinei the avooch- 
ing.of it : I Anfwered therefore fomewhat boldlyj am ^iScotch-ManJioxn 
andBteid* Then he flood- up, being fitting before, , and I faw Fury and 
Revenge ihhis Face.; He asked' then Imperioufly,.^//? j^z*. tahe the Oath 
of Allegiance} I wa,s agoing to fhapean ^Cwq:, but pauiiog a little,! 
was prevented by anotfier Qi^ftion from the.Lord. Mayor^ which I took 
as an Infinuationof his Fayqur, and hisunwillingnels to have me Pre- 
munir'd^ by propounding a more plain and eafie QuefUon, not fo Dan- 
gerous; imllyu ( faid he ) engage never to go to oMeeting again} I An- 
fwered, No, I will not engage any fuch thing. Go take him away 
{faid he) to Prifon ; but I was^ not let go fo. The Recorder y tp Invei- 
^eme further, and to fhew his Venom, began to urge me with a great "" 
many Impertinent Queftions, relating to Saotch Matters^thefirft Time that 
cv<5r fuch things were heard urg^d in open Court in England ^ which 
made the very By-ftandcrs to hils at the Abfurdity and Ridiculoufnefs of 
them: Where vjoa you {idlA ht) intheTtme of Bothwel-Bridge-RebeUiont 
I was in Scotlandy faid I. Was you there ? faid he, that muft be proved, 
faid L But, faid he, what do you think t wa^ it ^ebelUon i.l am not to 
give an Account of my Thoudits^ (aid I. He urg^d farther, if I owned 
a Declaration difowning the King, and Affertjnj Murdering Principles? 
-Atkt-fotthcr, if I approved of the late Bilhop of St. .^/Mfr^-^ Slaughter? 
Aod if I thought it was Murder ? I Anfweried, I came not here to 
Anlwcr fuch Qucfl:ions,.but to Anfwer to mylndiftment, I have heard 
it read, there is not a Word of thefe things in it : I wjill Anfwer to no^ 
thing Extraneous to my Charge. Then it was ordered, I fliould be re- 
Hioved and taken to Prifon ,* And furthwith. I was taken to Newgate, 
without any Mittimus Sit. iily or fo much as ai^y exprefs Order of Court, 

which Prifon I &ould be cpQUnitted^. t9« By tb^. Way I could have e- 

^ leaped^ 



fcape!!, beki^ Guavded only with one common Officer, and rather cheats 
cd into it by his &ir Words, than carried by his Authority or Power : 
For I cold htm by the Way, TJiat lie had po Orders to carry me to any 
particular Ptiibn, but only keep me in Cufiody, and if he vwuld take iip* 
on him to lead me into anyPriibuJ would not obey him ; he promikd 
he would not, but only tadke me into a Cellar, where I might expcd lOf 
Friend would come to me ; and told me, I needed not doubt but it 
would be othcrways (ordercd,and that hafly Command ( as is ufual/aid he;) 
would be rctra^d. I iimply went alongft with him, and was led in an 
unknown Way, fbeight to Nnugau : Where going into the Lower Cel- 
lar, he delivered me to the Keepers, and faid, I was committed a Pn- 
foner : And fo was carried into the Mafiers-Comntonx-Jide ( as it k 
called) into the other Room where other (even of ray Country-men and. 
Fellow Prifoners, ukcn at the fame Meeting, were. 

After I had compofed my felf a little among my Fellow Prifoners^ 1 
told them how I was Cheated ; and was much troubled with Reflexi- 
ons on my ftupid Sillinefs, and Foolifh Facility , in bein^ brought hi- 
ther fo eaiily and Ignorantly by one Man ; And conddenng I was no 
legal Prifoner, even according to their own Law ; which provides. That 
if any Man be carried to Prifon, without an exprcfs Order, Signifying 
the Caufe and Continuance, and Place &c. of tlieir Commitment, he 
may by Law deijiand his Liberty, and recover 5 UL Sterl. for every 
Hour of Ixis falfe Imprifonment : And thinking that poflibly I could not 
be fo much Remarked at my firft in*coming,but tnat I might make a 
flip undifcovered ; I cflayed to take the opportunity of a Friend, a Vi- 
fiter,his going outj to go along with him. But when I came to the 
Door, I was (lopped : And when I demanded my Liberty, and asked 
for the 'Kecp(;r^s Orders,, and bid him keep me upon his Peril, for he 
might come'ijto Anfwer for it. But thofe Threats did not move him i 
And & I returned to my Comrads, who were very Solicitous about 
the i(fae of the Attempt ; and was brought to fomc Compofure of Mind, 
and to Poilcfs my Soul in Patience, in the conlideration of tlie Sove- . 
reignity of tbc^ Almighty, wlio does all things well and wifely, and will, 
get the Glory pf ^fdom, even irom the Creature's Folly. There Irc^^ 
mainfiid (evcral3Dl4.y$; -before aiy MittintM came, which contained mf 
Qiargc, *to tlK E^t abovementioned,L and no more, but that I had been 
at fucb ^a Meeting , and ordered me to be kept in Secure Cuftody, un- 
til the Kic.xt Qj^f^er ,S^ffH^ which was to be at Guild-Jsally againii JFeirw 
ary .23^. 9:^1. to come, i whif;h Term I waited with Patience. But be- 
fore tiiajt /^^Vi^Pmi feyer^l Xhii^s. did occur, nQtto be forgotten by me. 

TfaeRoom we were in was a cold, dark, naUy Hole, and had ano- 
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thcr worfe Inconveniency of evil Neighbourhood, being next to the 
Room, .where many Thieves, Robbers, High-way-Mcn, Pick-pockets, 
Fellons and Murderers were roaring and raging; like Hell, and nothing 
betwixt them and us, but a Grate, and our Room was a Through-fare 
to them to go down to the Cellar, whence they would come up a- 
nongft us driSnk, rattling with their Irons on their Le^s ; which was 
very difturbing and difcompofing ; and the Room being fo open, we 
could get no Convenience for our Religious Exercife, but in the Night- 
time, when all were clofed up. Yet though we had Otfcrs of better Ac- 
commodation in the other Side of the rrifon, for paying exorbitant 
Fees, and had many Invitations from our Friends, Prifbners there, and 
many Solicitations from others ; and could look for nothing but the 
Rage of our Enemies, and the Reproach, or Mifconftruftions of our 
Friends, for our fcrupulous Refufal ; yet upon feveral Confiderations, we 
demurred the Acceptance of it : Some of which I expreffed in a Line 
to a dear Friend, and Preacher of the Gofpel, Prifoner there, who had 
much urged me with that, when by his procurement, I got Liberty to 
vifit him. The Letter was to this Efteft, 

Nev^atCy February i6. i6i^. 
Reverend and much Endeared Brother, 

/Have not much of the Art, either of Ltgratiathig Flattery y or ingenuous A- 
pdogifingy neither do Jthinky there is much Need of either to caftate your 
Favour^ wbichlfrejume is di^fed to a charitable Ccnffyuttion of me, 
though poffibly my Declinature ef your kind and careful Propofal the other Day, 
might require fome fuch thif^ ; Tet I hofe, your Candor will not put any fini-* 
ftrous Interpretation onity fofar.aa your Difcretion will fuggejitoyou a favour- 
Me Meaning : // eyfwade my felf you will not judge my not accepting of a 
Chamber on your Sidsy didPnjceed, either from Serupuhfity to yield to Juch an^ 
Accommodation t^pon-ymr Terms, 06if I would take upon me to cer^ure you, in 
that wherein you have fo much Peacey and more Tender nejs, than i can pretend 
unto I or from any Curioftty of FonSiefs for this Place^ which hath fo little in- 
, wting in it to any Rational Man, much lefs to a Chrifiian ^C except it be the Ad- 
vantage of having a View of Hell at the next Door ) or from any Niggardly 
Loathnefs to part with Money ^ to which (for any thing ever I had Occafion to 
htow of it ) I judge the leafi Degree of Liberty y or Mitigation of Bondage, is 
very far preferable ; efpecially in thole my Circw^ftaneeSy wherein I fear, or ra- 
ther hopOy IJhall not have much Ufefor Money i far lefsy that it did proceed 
from any Aver fdtion from that Converfiy I might expeti with you, than which in 
thistur Loty nothing could be more defirable, andnvMng that I can think upon 
can be a more forcible Argument y to determine me to that Choice, which you de^ 
tired* But I hope ^ That uptm a very overly RefieSHQH on cur Circumfiances^ 
^ "'■'.: - - - - ^ - winch 



fvhkhycu are mt ignorant rf^ycur own ConJUeration mil lead ym imo another 
Efhmate of my Motives y as yet to demur that Choice : ConRdering^ there it 
Jome fecukar Singularity in my Circumftancesj yet hanging in JSuJpence^ vshich w*; 
ry Jbortly I e^cfea will come tofome peterntinationy ana then that will determinet^ 
my Choice y which hithertOy partly upon tins Account yhathbeen demurred; becaufe' 
J could not know what to exfeiiy as to their difpojingof me> ihm confideYing;y' 
why my Friends and Country-Men herOy did chufe this Place at Ftrfti Partly I 
to fave Charges y not expeEling fuch- Supplies y as the Goodnefs of GODy and: 
Bounty of his Friendsy have provided them with; and having the Offer of thii 
Place y and Promife of Freedom thereiny without an Hire given to their Opprejfors; 
And parifyy indeed fcrupulousy togivefuch ExaHors any Acknowledgement of 
fuch impofed DebtSy or Encouragement to their unjuft ExaEiionsy which, what" 
ever may be faidy as to the Relevancy ofity yet I judge it not my Part tocenfjire 
0r oppofey feing I have been known by themy fime time to /save faid^That if ever . 
I were a Prifoner, I fhould dejtre to do the like^ if it were in my Choice- T%en Jr 
fo confideringy T%at at my ^rfi commencing this new Lot 9 for which Jb/efs GQDi, 
I have more need of Help to praifoy than Pity; I could nt either in Conjciencey 
or Credit y defert my Brethren andCountrey-Meny taken with mey andfyrntey, 
and who were pleafed to encourage themfelves in Expeclationof my Company ytho^w 
'very injignifi: ant and worthlefs : And therefore nowy if IJhould precipitate ngb^^ 
Choice of other Accommodations y IJhouJd not only difcourage and difpleafe them^-' 
hut be juftly cenfurabUy 06 regarding more my own Advantagey than their Enr ': 
couragementy or my Duty to them- Nayy both Friends and Enemies might re^- 
froachmey either of incovftanty changeable Levity y or weak Impatience under ^ 
the Crofs. Thefe Confiaerationsy and others that may be addedy have fome 
IVeight atprefent to preponderatey or at leaft to demur my Choicey until both 
I come to pme Under ftanding of what the inflant Seffions will determine about niey. 
and until my Fello^v-Prifoners be prvvided fory as well as myfelfy at ■ leafi till, 
they hdvefome Accefs tOyOr Opportunity of hearing the IVord ; for I cannot think 
of leavirigthem deftitute. Jdidpropofe to them your Overture of going to that 
Roomy called the Cafile ; whicby upon that prevailing Motive of your Commur^, 
niony and your Friends in your Siaey in the Gofpel OrdinanceSy in a FreedomL 
from our diftraHing DifiurbanceSy J find Um inclinable to hearken ^0, and takfi^ 
it to Confideration j but yet they muff delay y till they fee what GOD will order . . 
concerning them and me ; whether we may expeilfome Settlement be}'ey or to be 
Jem elje.whne. 7%isJwas defiredby themy tofignifie to you. As for my Healthy 
'tis indeed valetudinary y and I have been ill of a pained Throat Jince Iwas with 
yoUy occaftonedy as I thinkyby my too much Greedinefs oj the open Air ; but I 
blefs the LORDy it is pretty well recovered again ; if it recur y and NeceJJity, 
urge y then I mufi make bold tofeek a Lodging with you ; lut this at prefent does, 
motftdt under Deliberation* tie^ whQ U the Health of our Soul^ can aij^ ^<'- 
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fm>9 that if eur j^cdy hifif, os^vseHas there. SitJretvmyoU hearty l^afiks for 

ynar PavouTj-infYOCuring v^ the Privikdge ^f^y lafi Pljiy md I earneJHy 
to^j'^thm by your Jhtercefffon it might be continued. laffi iaforntedy HTku I 
am to tippedr fiortly at -Stfjionsy I xvould defire thorfore tofutyeu in mind of 

^jfBUr Promife, andint.eat it as a favour y to fend me a Line of Jidvi(fey and of 
your thoughts of what I may plead as my Priviledgeitogether with that little Book 
if . Englijb Liberties ; As aljOy I would fain know, if ti.ey can legally tender id 
TftBy the Oaths of Allegiance before the Kings Coronation. 'RemeHiher me to aU' 
Friends with 'you. I anty 

Tbur Obliged Friendy and Brother inmr Lord Jef us y amt 
Companion in Tribulation. A. S. 

This was written after the late King's Fatal and Aftonifliing Death, 
the 'Circumftances whereof, and Opinions and Safpicions about it, lean- 
not Pertinently here Speak of, but only to Remark how it fell out in 
that Junfture, when we were Peremptorly and Pofitively threatned to be 
Tranfported to Scotlandy but that Emergent retarded it a little, by His 
Order, who cuts of the Spirit of Princesy and is Terrible to the Kings of the 
Earth* It is a little Prepofterous here to declare, how this was brought 
about, before I Memorate fome other Paflages, that were previous to it; 
only this much, to Explain the laft Sentence of the foregoing Letter, the 
Infertion of which a!fo, is a little out of Order, and may be thought not 
fo pertinent to Tranfcribe here fo largely 5 But I have fetit down in this 
place, becaufe it gives an Account oi my Indiftments, tofuftain that jfirft 
Grievance of flaying in that NoifomRoom, and the Obloquies that wc 
behoved thereupon to underly for that time."^ 
" 'Another Grievance I met with there, was a fei^ere Threatning, yea, 

;• and a Charge jfirom Captain iJ/rA^r^» the chief Keeper of iST^-ug^^^, to 
remove from that place to a worfe, among the Fellons and Rogues in 
the Common-ftde^ if 1 would not pay the Dues of the Houfe, which I rc- 
folved not to obey,except forced by Violence;yet, to prevent Irritation, 
and upon my Comrade's defire, I wrote a Letter to him, which becaufe 
I fceptnota Copy of it, I cannot here Infert: But the import of it was, 
Tojkow that -we were Ignorant of the Laws ^ the Houfe: Neither was it our 

• Sentence to be SubjeEi to all-hislmpofitions ; That we had not taken any Chamber 
from hhny "Upon any Terms or Conditions to Pay him, andifhewerenotfatufied 
to Lodge us for nothfngy let him fend us out tojhiftfor ourfelves ; And becaufe 
we were not his Vohitttary Lodger Sy to be Entertained according to Compact ybut 
his Prf oners, and vot legally fo neither y we did not think it convenient to hire 
hiffi.to opprefs^s] But withal, de/fring him in Generojttyto confidery we were 
mt Fellons^ and that he would notle rajljybutjhiti ft off a little till Sejfwnswere 
r.j, aiid thenfif'^xve^d^ere liberate, 'or however it fell out, he jhoulanot have 

caufe 
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$m^i$imft^mnJof(imCmiity. Which Line, the' not fo rcry Tngratxatinft 
y«t did obtain a. dobtop till ^e Time came of our Tjanfportation 5 And to 
AeYCT; got zxxf. Fces nam us. 

Om Impjdfonment^.tho' we were Perfbns of obfoire Note, and mean 
BguGodn'die World,. yer,bccaufe we were Scots- Merty and fonuny ta- 
lK»:togfither at a) Meetings was- \zeiT much Noifed and Talked in the 
Ciiy, 16 that the Rumoui; went to Court, That a Ncfror Hive.of Sccup 
Rewb was taken, thereupon Sir Andrew Forreftcr one of the lTndfcr-4^ 
cwjtitricfi-, was fent to Eatamine my Comrads, beftmrl entered to JPft- 
fon ; They were Imstrqgate upon all the Sct^ch ufual Queffioris^and there- 
aftser wlwn it feems the Report wcnt^ that I was alfo in Cuflody, bdMce, 
CRtfaet: bythe Invidious InformatioD of Enemies, or the Ample unadvifed 
SoUicitation of: Friends^ be was fent to* Examine me, upon alt the Qtr 
<linacy Infbaring Interrogatures, vi*. Ovmtng the King's AmhoHi^y thi 6^ 
mtnant^ tba Btimciple Qfrprfenfive Arms^ the Btjhofi Deaths and the late tftr 
dan'Miom. Some ofj which J. declined, forae F owned, 'vix,. 
IjltiQimemant^ which talledged wa^ once our Oath of ^/- * 7%e Atcdunt 
4gwKr»aiid' thatftincipkof IDefenfl^ Particn- here to hai^ebeeu 

lar^accountLwhereofi. I left 'inZft»i^,here to- be ♦"inferred . infevted^ is not ti> 

Before I was removed, when be had been Queftioning ie found. 
xae about converfiug with the Earl of Argyle, and Mr. 
FerguifoHj which I. obvioufly and eafily declined, yet I had fimply toW 
biro,, that lately 1 had been in Holland^ which yet, when he wrote down 
all the reft of my Anfwers, he forgot to take Notice,or make mention of 
in the Paper, he was to return to them that fent him ; which I am bound 
to Noticeand Remember, as a great PVovidence : For if he had fet that 
down, I might have expefted a more troublefome Tryal on that Head, 
wihen I was before the Council oiSeotland, who had all the reft of my 
Anfwers, and lifting Declinatures to canvafs, being fent down hither 

by Eoft. 

We.werC'thiQn expeding, and many Times Threatned to be Tranfyor^ 
tedb before thaKing's Death to Scotland; One thing efpecially I can-- 
notfdrg^t to Record-, that was fent to us a very few days before his 
Death. A* Friend qf oncof iny Coiilrads went to fee Sit And. Forrefter 
to intreat for his Mediation for fbme Favour; The Anfwer he got was^' 
to.bid OS prepare our felves for Tranfportion, for it was peremptorly 
nsfeWed, that * affiirediy at teaft four of us, whereof I was one, fhould 
befcntdown tQ«S##^/(9ir4r and that very fhortly, // there be not a Revolur 
ti^mii^'the.G'menment ! which happened within a vcrjr fewdays. Ifhall 
not put any Strained Conftruftion on the words, which may leem toin- 
fiDoate thc^ Su%ddiot^ either of Fear fuch a thing fhould fall out, or of' 
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previous Knowledge of the thing, as determined, which was ftrewdly 
fuTpedcd byfome^nd the Refledion on it, when'Occurring^Je^iijirj^ id, 
(the Day ot the King's Dcath)with all the furprifing Circumftanccs of it, 
and ugly Prefumptions of foul-play, was very afioniihing to us : Or if 
the words be capable of a more favourable Senfe, as importing only the 
grcatcfi of AflTcverationSythat nothing elfe could hinder our Tranfportati- 
on, but fuch an unexpeded intervention ; Yet, it was too far {aid, and 
too raihly fpoken, to impawn the ftanding of the Government for our 
Removal. However it did fo &11 out, that that Revolution was a Let 
and Demur to our being fcnt to Scotland for a Time. 

But none of thefe Prefliires, either of prefent Troubles or future Fears, 
were fo weighty to me, as to bear the many Calumnies and Afperfions 
that were caft upon me, even by pretended Friends, and too credu- 
loufly entertained even b^ well*wi(her5, reproaching me with Affeda- 
tion of Singularity and uiddy-Headed wildncfs, and dangeroufnefs of 
Principles, and foolifh running upon my own Sufferings. This was a 
great prefllire upon my Spirit, and efpeciallv when I heard, fuch things 
were not only the Matter of common Talk, but particularly that my 
Friend, who had fo much interpofed for me with the Lord Malory and 
to whofe Kindnefs I was fo much obliged, was now highly refcnting my 
Folly, and faying fuch things of me, and Protefting, that he had rather 
loft Ten Pounds, before he had ever meddled with me ; Which thing I 
could not believe of him whom I efteemed fo highly ; Yet, for my 
own Exoneration, I write to him as follows. 

Worthy Sir J From Newgate, 

^Slwas never much acquainted with that part rf the Ages Vanity^ toaf-^ 
^ni fell a Parajitical Hunwur^ fo my Pre/em Lot^ doth more effedaUy re^ 
flrain me^ under the Correcling Rebukes of the Holy Sovereign GODy 
from uRng any Flatttring Complements i yet not knowing but that my Silence nouf 
as well as my Spoking before^ may be mifconflruHed, I thought it needful to 
givefou the Trouble of this Line, Signify ing to you^ my yet abiding^ conftant Re^ 
Jentment of your Ktndnefi, and care of my Concerns , and that I hope you will 
Emertain another Opinion of my Ingenuity and Simplicity , than tojui^e, that I 
make the Succefs of your undertakings the only EJUmate of your KiiSnefs. Sir, 
tho' it may be Charged to my unhaPpinefs^ that J cannot requite ar^ of your Fa- 
voursy and to my Folly ^ that I eouU not improve them; yet, J hope it Jhall we- 
ver be Charged to my Ingratitude, th^t I forget the Senje of it, or do not refent 
it as thankfully, as if your Appearances for me had Succeeded, according to your 
dijign, and rny defires. I am very Confident, that in your uiidertakings for me, 
you tended and had regard to that Peace and Sdtisfa£iion cfmy Confcience, as well 
as the Benefit rfmy Liberty ; for which I believe, you did as much, . and was 
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as SoticitonSi as an;/ Man or ChYtfiian could be for another^ efpedally in the 

Croud of your other more imfortant Bujinejfesj which lam a/fo Senfbleyou did 
foflfone to mine : j4nd as for the Event ofity leverwaSy and ever Jhall be fat 
from blaming either your Wifdomy or Diligence in that Mattery which zva^ o- 
thermays over-ruled by a Higher and liefer Handy for my Tryal and HumbHng^ 
v)hich lam called to adore withfubmijjive Silence whatever Refleciions I maj 
hffoe my fclfy or others may cafl upon my Folly or Indifcretion. For after that 
Providence^ by difaf pointing my refolved Appearance y the fir ft Day at Guild- 
hall, feemed to me to take the Determination of that Cafe out of my Handy I 
gave my felf Implicitly to hisConduEly without any Anxiety y whatjhouldbethe 
JJfue ofity as tomy fifetyy if he might get Honour to himfelf out oj ity in a 
wayywhereinymofl of himfelf y and leafi ofmeyjhould be feen ; as I hope he will fo 
in the End : Ana hence, all my care and defire wasy to avoid Snares for my felf^ 
and trouble to my Friendsy by either complying or compounding with my Adver^ 
furies. And therefore feeing my Bail, by his Imprudent y ( tho' J Jhall ever tinnk 
Honefi and Simple ) Precipitancy was like to involve himfelf yOr engage my Friends 
in Icfs and trouble upon my Account, and to the Encouraging of the Enemy in 
their ImpoJitionSy and Acknowledging of their Illegal Incroachments. To pre^ 
ventthaty I was glad cf all Opportunities, either to take it wholly off them, or 
to take all the burden upon my Je^; and with this defire y the offer of your kind- 
nefs to mey and Inter ett in my Lord Mayor, did very well fuity and agree. 
And I thank the Lordythat with the Event of it, he hath given me Submijjion 
and SatisfaBion, and fo clear and indifputed Ground to ftate my Sufferings up- 
on ', For, whatever may be faidyOS to the occajion procuring my Sufferings, which 
I Jhall not trouble the IVorld much to Jufiifie, th^ many take to themjelves the 
troublepf talking fo much of it to my Reproach; yet, as to the Ground of it, I 
myfemfand they thatfent me hither do know beft; and that was for nfimple 
Anfmr to' one Queftion, and a Refufal to Anfwer others, which all Impartial 
Men will think Impertinent and EstraneoHi to the Charge, that I came there to 
Anfwer for. Tloat which I did Anfwer, was very plainly Propofed, oa one 
could have dejiredyby my Lord Mayor.Whether I would engage,n[eTer to go to 
a Meeting tl^zxvI which Irefufed, not knowing how otherwife to evade it-, as not 
being very expert in the Art of Equivocations. T%e ether, relating to Scots 
Matters, I did decline, becaufe though I could be very free, and not ajhamed to 
declare to the IVorld, my Sentiments, of thofe things y yet neither dtd I think them 
proper for the Cognixance of that Court y nor {if they had ) Pertinent nor Ex^ 
patent for me toAnfiis^r j refJving never willingly to abandon that univerfa" 
ackttow^edgfsd^t^nciple and Aivihdgeyrfthefreed^ Thoughts from Mei 

JtifipUtHbtt. ^ As for the other, about the Oa^Ao/ Allegiance, I was alt'^ge* 
iher filent nether had I Time to Anfwer ifor that I took as my Lord Mayo/S 
Kmdiuffs to w, that he was pleafed to Divert it Viith awth^t Quit^xw^ -^VxOc^ 



IchuferathertoAnfvjer. Now>her)nnwtuitever wedkuefs.'^^ in $he Mor 
iiMgeinem if my Jtpearaike and Anfwers^ which TfiaU mt ^^(ikje j . jet I h^yt 
Peace m the Product oftt^thafthecaufi of my CimtmitmentvivufocUau^ec^^^ 
thr^ougb Grace i t would neither betray the htereji of Truth and t^utyy in en^ 
gaging never to own it, nor ntyown Interefij common with Mankind, in anfwer-^ 
tifg aU imfofed Queflionf : For this larn glad that I am in New-gitq^ iho'' unr 
der the Imitation of a Foo% rather than at Liiierty^ under the edifmChar" 
qBer'tfjo' Knave. ' . . V 

Sir^ - The Rgdfon (fmy J^oUxnefs isy fartly to Exoner ptg fejffrm any conr 
iumeliom Calumnies :^ that feme have raifed ofmej and ofyou^ ds heiifgfaidto 
fome from you; and fartly to eafemeofibe Sufficion^ ff the Kepm he irtie^ 
and to vindicate, you from, the Slander , if it he falje^ ^M I h^ it is^ 
which' is . faid of yoUy vh. T'hat ymjhould fdy^ I have run myfeff.head- 
hr^gy or head-fir origy into this Lot; and that I difcoT^eredmy felfytQ hV^Man 
ffvery Dangerous Principles ; and that I Spoke Treafofthefore tmt Jimourable 
Court; and thai thereforeym wijliedyou had rather tofi ifm JPomdx than ever 
to have ieen concerned in'. e^ for, my -Appearance: SiryT%Is Report hath heen 
very WouHding to rfty^ -^^^J^ ^^.^ belienje the repedpjtfg of it, whichmy Confidence 
inytur Candor will riot Juf^'ir'^^ very' unfkqfant to .yours:; 

a]fidJam\erylofh to entertain dny fuch thoughts ^f ^ J^n (f/ytmr 
Ingenuity y to whom I am fo much Mged: . But to ibe\'l)fingt\ (elf 
alledged tQ be faid by' yoUy I crave leave to fay. As to the ^y fly 
My own AcceJJion fi^^ pr^Jejit Affliiiiony /' thtnk it not' fo much n^ 
Buj^fs to^ clear' nty Jelfy^who' dm f$ ^ confcious of fo much.finanifolly^ 
e^^iuliifi ajlyny i^^^hh ^ ^o, vtndkatyQthersy wky maybe traditcedfor tf> and 
to freelhemf^^ fhe Snare of doing th^fllrmfiy wl^ich. l^fo,^ mtcU^x^s t)( 
^ ^yjf¥' "^is.wds my Acce^oriy md this I r^ufi iw : - ''J?«f ^tlith^^ an^ 
mere inchjpenfibly cqlTed to clear GOD, who hath ^one ail things ioefi, {m$ w^ 
hfsir rne in thi^ Cpncerhy dijcovering my Folly y the imprudence of fme Men s 
filfligejikeytfie'unfu ^^^^ '^' -^ -i . » rr» rr^, ^i^ i* ji? .i-.„ 
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fhefe things con^uce^ wd co-operate for iis'own^ol££^ 7ryal.\, ff^w^ 

ever i hop^ that A^illmaki if nppedr^ that i v^t^out jHSs teadr 

J^V who fea(5ethAe Blind in j way they kriow not. As fer^ Principles^ J 
know not\am0ccajionlhad to Mf cover ' t%fim thisire ; 6rif'thadyltrv/i I could 

pav 

Sfjoucb them i^iihout Fear or Shamfi:' ^ '^J^^ ^)^^ff^f?S^ I^l^hif^ 

the Courtis Cenfure for it^ and fhiniC tt\a fMcientD^^^ mf domutt^iiinof 

fbaf:; that I (mfent hther tnji^h4Jmm$r mi uhinfijfb aMimm^i And 
{bopeyquym'Plfcm cfiar m ofa^fuohthhg to6a wfitit frefem EiirWi*': 



■ fiefs io what ^asfaid^ mi therefore T need not regeat it* . It mi^ hfiht ieeiir 
^ii^ better y 4niyiih more ffit^ but 1 canmt tUty ifvnthtnoreJhpeft^ tiii 
HmUr, of which I look mofi to. . Jfi^T ihe^ tafi^ I muff, needs cot^efs, whethft^ 
you waspkafed to fay k ^r mt^ you rnight^verywetl'fafii ; Ffr LBelievei t^ 
tcfs ofim Pound would not have be^n either [o great a Lofsy cr fo great , a. 
Trwtle as ptf have fufiained and undergone in this^^lroitbkfome Bufaefi.^ But 
1 ho^i a^jou did tmdertah it ufon a higfm Dejign^. and a more HmmrdbU 
jfcmnt^: than, either your o^vn Credit y or nif Safety^ [o Bej^^on whofi^Acciuut^ 
I jm. did r>,; wHl car%y pu through ^ and hing^ it* to mre- advantaff them iwicoi 
\ ^ many Pounds aan am.ountto.^ \ \. , , / 

Thihy Si%y I Remade bold to accoflyou,'wifh*'thU,conftfedJf:ribliu^ tmidfi^ 
iU Hurry andl^ife of this Nhjij, and Tumultuous Place; hoping- you will fut 
t^e mfi fanwurabJe ConBruQion upon it that its capable of ; and that for the 
imfuc^ef0ilnefs of this Anernpty, you wilt not be Sjcour^^gedin^ir difdain tohelp 
tne, at kaSf with your Advice and Council^ as being w^lly ignomnt cf what i$ 
I^Wy^t^herof l^nly defire the Benefit ; And that you wouldbepleafid to p^ td 
injome wagforfhe Mitigation and Accommo^tion of our ^jfiiBions , bowt^ 
get off the pinching Irons from my fellow- PrifonerSy which will epcctedingfy ad^^tot, 
the mat^ Obligations already corf erred on* Sir, . i. i 

Toiir iblntble and Obliged Servant in our Sweet Lord Te^^^'. j^. ^ . 
When the Term jirew nea^ of the Seffion? an Ouildha/ll was. looldpg' 
to have been caUe4, and preparing for the worfi of it3,> .w^ich I cxpeft^; 
e<i then ihould fia vc been to be preniunired, for refuiW^ tn^OatE o^l^ 
%/«rc>, which i refolved never to. take. , But myjfbrecafiiijgs wcrc^W 
deterimnedx in Heaven^ The LORD had appointed me:^^ furtfee^ 
Tryals, th^Icould then- forefee,^ though, ftiU t had fona^c fears 'O^^ 
threatned Tranlportafioii,/*s;I have before .fiime(^'i whicfi atj^th^!'^^ • 
t^ice had ^ery formidable alpe^l. Therefoii* I eaisncftl}^- djefired^ tfe^ 
Time to haverbeent idalled, that fo m y Canfe ^ig|it\ pipmfc tb .a I>eciacw{i;i^'^ 
J;idgem«nt^hd.the«eby my fears of more migHtDap'^^ctiid^dvTk^ . 

ted font to- the Ckri to get- a Sigh t of mjr Indiftmeiii^^ '^rid",to d;efirc. b^im^ 
to mind t-o call. me. But when the Day. came\fc'^r«^ ^J4/, I v?«? ^KSS^ri 
and aot called. Some d^.s after the Coiirt wias.to be holdepu at 0U^\ 
i?«///e,, bye th&s ^iids Mkyor: and: Recorder:,, 0rgr. Beyfocc whicH/I ^^^l 
Mind^tQ lirge^jii^ V®^^^^ ^ ^^^ ,was, rtiudi difTwadedby. Eriop4? );> 
yea^.the Oa(lij.ih?^aij;E^ he'fent fof fotg^tting m^^at (^Id^'x ] 

hallj^ diirw;tdea - mi^ fmm- appearing ac Old Bailie y^ and mui&d me tp^. v ] 

bjf. an Qtdik ish t&- Lor^ Mayftr \m private., afo^ ,§^iCoiis; ^ifej:^ ^wpr , ^ , 
Whifk Vzqq)^ 1^ Adiifcme^t^ But J was piec^d^QJK coipji^atfl^^ap jr4^^ i . 
hberate Detenrimkipn,^by ariew furpriling Charge": T6e Night befojg;; 
cjjt' Tranfportation, late at Night, a Meflenger cam6 to us , and j 

bid' us prepare for Removing out of that Place next Mojcining : And 

D a ^ when 



whcfli asked, whither? he would nc«: fatfsfie us, but toJd,he knew pew:, 
but it might be to Ludgatej another Prifoh in the City ; but we Tiilpeaea 
fli^ worft, that it was indeiedfor Scotland, and fat up all Nightj^ where rc- 
colieAing what all my .Tr^nfaftioris with the. Lord Af^t^r, wiere now like 
fbtome to, I wrote a Letter to him, which I left behind to be deli- 
vered next Morning , which becaufe I have not a Copy of it, I cannot 
he^ Tpanfcribe,but the import of it was : "fo acquaint him that noto we 
were mo ft ilk^aUy to be faken out of his Hands j and to be Iranfiiorted to Scot^ 
land, wtthoUt' Intimation of any Charge, whtchyos for ' my own particular, fo- 
ioved to be an intolerable lUegalitie, 1 being no Legal Prifon^, now after th$ 
epcpiring of my Commitment ; and therefore might demand my Libertie. I fut • 
iim in Mnd, how againft alt Law, and known Practice y I hadbeenfentto 
Prifin, fnr declining impertinent Queftions, which allfrqfent at Court, hi (fed at, 
and r^njingan Engagement, never to go to a Meeting again, which tnfome 
Setifsno Confi/ence eoufd take, nor no Law coutd impoje ; and yet when I teas 
fent,it w(xa^ without, any feremptorie Order or Mittimus, till I had been theie 
fiver ^ Days', And when it came^ it ffecified the continuance of my veftraint 
there oniy^titt next Sejjfcks.; at which fwcu not called, though I had giviti the 
CkrhtimeourAdvertifefnent' before. Idejired him to mind, that the Law o/Eng- 
land made my Meeting for IVorJhip ( not according to the Liiurgie ) one of two j 
either a Conventicle or ^ Rant: Andtetoursbe made v^hat it could, fuch a. 
Procedure with me, could have no Colour of Law ;^ For' if it weire a Conven- 
ticle, then the Houfe and Preachers were enlie Ijable to fdy Iwentte Pound a 
Piece, and the Meeiers only Jive Pollings. And if it were made' a Rant, the 
. Houfe wa& t&fay nothings and the meeters were to be Fined in Fourtie Jhil'- 
lings : But however, I difcovered that the Recorder, for bis own mofl bafe Ends^ 
had made Jure work with our Meeting, and in a Clandeftine way had made it 
' ^^,^ Cofiventiclejjfo exaB the Fine of Twentie Pound,wf icb through the .Good- 
finphcitie, was fayed him { Ifupfofe uitknown tfMs Lfirdjhif } and a Rantfo 
Maris make the poor Peofle (there taken) pay Exorbitant Fines:tVhich as it was 
iontrarieto all La:ti),fo it ^its pa^pablie inconjtftent with Common Senfe, for it 
€Ould not be both. J defired him to Rejleti on his fair Promijfes to my Priend, and 
^neither Re^eBto ^uBice, Ttor pity to the Opprejfedy nor regard to Faithful- 
nefs in, many reiterated Promt fes might carry weight : . Tet tfiatfome refpeH to 
tie Hmmr of the Name of Mayor jhouldbe upfiirrit^^oJignifiefomeRefentments 
efthe Encroachments which were made onjhis Authority ana JurifdiHion, in Trew 
ting MS hkPrifonersatfiichaRate, poffihly all without his Knowledge: That 
therefrrre he might Jbew his Power nndReJpeSi to the Credite of*his Omrt, &c. 
ttirefMe rti andjlop ottr 7ra7fportation,and Arrejtur, tiU further Orders. And 
tbatitisotiildmini tbe'E^tremit] of this hafie andhurry^ 'was tik D^Jfre of 
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This is only fomc Memorial of the Matter of that Letter which I 
prepared for my Lord Mayor^ to be fent to him next Morning, as early 
as was poflSble, but whether it was ever delivered or not, I know not, 
or how he relented it, both ignorant and regardlefs ; But it was pret-« 
ty long, full, and plain : However, I waited not the Anfwer , for very 
early next Morning, being March, ^b, the MefTenger came again to us, 
and told us we muft be ready prefently to be taken down to the Yacht, 
lying at Greenwich, and there TranfpcMted to ScotlandlWc asked, how it 
came, we were io furprifed, and no Time was allowed us to prepare 
ouriclves? What unheard of Cruelty was this! he regarded it not, but 
laid, we muft go prefently. However, through the Civility of the Keep- 
ers, fome Friends were allowed to come in and fee us ; And about 
half an Hour thereafter, the Meflengercame with one of the Chief Keep- 
ers, and fome other Officers, came to us with Iron Cuffs, as they call 
them, -Shackles to bind two and two of us together ; and when they 
were oflfered, I demanded a fight of their Warraiid, or Order ; without 
which 1 told them I would not go down Stairs, except they Dragged 
me, nor put on their Fetters except they would do it by force; For I 
looked upon their Violence as Robbery and no Law ; Whereupon 
forthwith they fnatched my Arm,andput on their Irons,and fo all of us 
were bound two and two together. Then as they pretended to gratific 
us, the Order was produced and Read, containing a Charge of High- 
Treafon againft us, (at which we were to be carried to Scotlandy and 
Tryed and Arraigned there according, to Law. Thereafter we were 
carried down to the Streets ; and all our things we had in Prifon, as Bcd> , 
3tt\d Cloaths, and Chifts, ^c. were retain<5 and feized upon ; Our 
Friends never recovered any of them. To put the greater Difgracc up- 
on us ( as they thougiit ) they brought us out at the fame Time that 
feveral Malefa&ors were brought out, to be carried to Tyburn to be 
Hanged , and led us in folemn Proceffion, in Rank, two and two^ 
through the Streets towards the River Thatnesy Multitudes of People, 
gazing upon us, and enquiring, what Rogues were thcfe ? And what 
was our Crime ? Some conje&ured one thing,fome another, according 
to their Fancy. We anfwercd nothing ? But one Gentlewoman that 
walked aiongs in my H^nd, Convoying me to the Boat, Anfwered very 
boldly. This is fur being at a ProtefioHt Meetingj take heed to jourfehesy good 
Peefle.ye fee what Times ne Live in. So we wcri; aliput m two Boats being 
Eight in Number, and one of us very Sick, and continued all the Vpyagp 
fo, and dyed within two days after our Arrival in Scotland^ We were 
taken m at Blatkfriar^s Stairs, and fhutting the Bridge, were brought to 
the Ia(b( at Greenmcb^ w|^^ ^^^^^ w^ ^ ^¥^ 9f §^!4^^f ^ ^ Stoffmrn 



oi Dumbarton s Regiment, on Board, appointed to attttid us,and go along 
with us for our Guard to Scotland. We lay at Anchor at Greenwich till 
towards Night, being fettered all the Time, where we had feveral Vifits 
of Friends from LondoKy to whofe Singular Kindncfs and* Sympathy we 
were more obliged than I canex;jrefs,far lefs fhall be able lo requite: As in- 
deed we were under manyObligatioos,to have that Tcltimony ofthe£«^ 
glijh Profeffing People, that, for Courtefit and Tendcr-beartng of Burdens 
with the-AfRided, fliey are Singular, and for furpafsall Experience, clfe* 
where. 

Before Night they weighed, and fell down the River. Next Mornings 
we were at Sea : The Name of the Yacht was, Tlye Kithen-Tacht yCzptzia 
C?r(?it; Commander. We had a Tollerable Paflage to Huly-Iflandy being there 
on the Lord's Day. Then theWind taking us fliort, we came to an An- 
chor, and rode out a great Storm for three Days. Next Day we weigh- 
ed, and failed betwixt the Bafs and the Shore, and were faluted with five ' 
or feven Guns from the Garifon : About Two or Three a Clock in the 
Morning following, we let go the Anchor in Z«>A-Road, March iixh. 
It was a very fad and weary Voyage ,• my Comrads being all Sea-fick 
and wanting Accommodation of Cabbins to ly in : We never ihifred 
our felves all the Time,- nor , which was faddeft, had we any Conveni- 
ency for Exercife, but in the Night-time and one of our Comrads wa$ 
extreamly Sick, and Raving in the Height of a Fever all the way. But 
after we came to Sea, all our Shackles were taken off us, and a Sentinel 
fet, with a Sword in hisHand, at our Gabbin Door, all the Voyage. After 
we came to an Anchor in Z^?>A-Road,as foon as it was Light, we were 
again fattened two and two with our Ctiffs. And before Night, the 
Yacht was hailed in to the Harbour t Where a great Confluence of Peo-. 
pie githcred upon the Shoar to gaze at us, and fome came in to fee us, 
among whom was my Mother and Brother weeping upon me: When 
the Guard came, which was a Company of Grenadeers, we were delive- 
red over to them, and by them carried to Edinbursh-TdAyooth. I was 
the firft that came to Shoar, and as foon as I fet my Foot upon the Land, 
a Fellow took me by the Arm and gralped me ftiiaitly : I asked him, why 
he pinched me fo hard ? and prayed him to be Civil ; His Anfwer was, 
as civil ( faid he ) as Powder ana Lead will be, and as I ought to be to 
all Traitors. We had procured a Coach for- ourfick Comrade,and then ■ 
were Guarded on Foot our felves,, and were received into the Tol- 
oboth about, Eight a Clock at Night: And'afteir a- little repofe in the 
'iall, were put up altogether in the Gentlemans Chamber,(as they cal*- 
:d it,) where were about Thirty Prifoners, fo crowding tw Ro6m, that 
— coijid not g^t a bit to fit down in. There we were told^ our H^ 
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iBird s^ snd wliat we might exp^ to be Examined about, ahd were cer* 

tifiecL ., that if we would not own the King's Authority, and take the 

Oatli o( .Mjur/Hion^ there couki befk>raving of our Lives , unto ' which 

generoliy aU of thtm did perfwade us ; and that Night they fbewed us a 

Late Indemnity, but fb clogged with Exceptions, and clagged with cun-* 

fiittgly-coverea fnares, that it was fmaB Comfort to me. Thefe DiC- 

cpurfes fpent much of the Night : Yet, through the Lord's Kindnefs 

to ncie, I was well (upporte^ and rather longed for, th^in feared th^^ 

Approach df the Enfuing Day, though we knew nothing, but expcfted 

a very quick and cruel Diipatch : In the latter part of the Night, I flept 

as feundly as ever I did ail my Days. Next Day I began my /orrow- 

fol and cnfiiaring Examinations, which had fuch a Various, and (to me) 

aftonilfaing liiue, which I cannot, without Horrour, refled upon. Yet,as 

I drew them ail up in Minutes, after they paft, I fhall here infcrt them 

in Order, with my Reflexions on them afterwards. 

f ■ ■ 

My Fir ft Examination before the Privy Council of Scotland, March ij . 1 58 j 

T' HIS Day I w?:^ carried before a Committee of the Council, in Or- 
^ der to Examination ; wlieteof now I will give thi^ fliort and 
confufcd, but true and iti[g^nuous Account, and that as near as 
may be,- in. the very Order and Terms of the Queftions and Anfwers, as 
my Difordered Memory can recoiled them. But as to the Purpofe, I 
fhall not prevaricate, by adding or impairing any thing Material; and 
tliisl have thoujght needful to communicate, tor the Information of fuch 
a$ are concerned, or. inqiiiiGtive aibout me, to know the Caufe of the Spe- 
ciality of my Reftraint; left I ihpuld belyableto Odious or Invidious 
Mifrcppefentations, on any Hand.. 

At my firft Introdu&ipn, the Queftions were as follow r jg. Is Tour 
iVizw^ Af/iAkx. Shields ? .^4;j/r Yes. Q.Are you a Mevfe-man ? Yqs.QWus 
you ^aken at a Connjenticle in London i A. Yes, I was taken at a Meeting 
forthcWorfliip of GOD, which however it be now Obnoxious, yet 
1 piiaecit above my Liberty, oRdeareft Enjoyments in the World. Thcu 
one of their Lordfhipsitold m^ Welly Tou:v)aankenforiba(y but nov^ U^ 
ijtg a Scots-Man, you are font down to usj upon SujjiiciQny to be tryedi A. 
My Lord; if it be io criminal te be a Scots^-Many then it is a Myftery in- 
deed, . but :i^ery fdifhonodsable. to our Country. Welly but your Loyalty 
esfufieM^ tmd i'he^efort you muft be .interYJOgmejf. {i^hether^youmll own. the 
^Au$kority'4>fitM<frrfent^,Mi^ ar^«(>ti;.i^..My.Lords, the Qpeftion isfur- 
'pnfixmy w4 lam ina%eT5'.Bad<;)apa^i^vt(^.anfwer; I wO^ hope yoiur 
t^ord^ips wouldtskb IfiWC' Co^tuiwce flof iiiy ficefent IndifpQ%)n ^o£ 



( H ) 
Body, and Difcompofurc of Spirit, occafioned by our long Toflings 

and Hurryings, without any Repofe, out of a Nafty Tumultuous Pri/bn, 

to a Troublcfonie Voyage at Sea, where we could have no Conveniency 

for Sleep, and from Sea to a Prifon again, where we have far ids ; and 

the Matter is of great Moment, and your Queftions that you feem to be 

about to pofe me with, are difficult, and may be of dangerous Confe« 

quence to me;and therefore require fome moreDeliberation,They replyed, 

H^eamnot help that. Tou have had Tme enough to confider of it. But wi/I you 

ewn the Authority y or not} A. Let mc iiril underftand, what I am charge 

ed with againu the Authoritv,eithcr as to Principle orPradice,! am here 

to vindicate my felf, or be fubjed to the Law. It was reply ed, Thefe. 

Evajions will not do \ we came not here to charge you with any things but to 

examine you: Will you own the Authority ^ or not^ A. You may as well 

pick any Man oit the Street, and queftion him about thefe things. They 

anfwered. They might do it by the Law of Scotland ; and that all the Sub^ 

jeEis thereof are obliged to anfwer Pofitively. I anfwered, They would 

take it as a very illegal Iinpoution , except they were charged 

with fome-thing. They urged, They would take it as Confenting, and 

hold me as Convicted, if I did not anfwer fojitively* I anlw^red^ 

I plead only for that Pf ivilcdge common to all Mankind , the 

Freedom of the Thoughts, which I judge are not fubjed to any 

Tribunal on Earth ; but I do not care, if my Heart were unboweled to 

the World, and if it were, I truft my Sentiments of thefe Matters are 

fuch, as I would not be a/homed, or afraid to own and avouch before 

any Man. Q^ Freedom ! Is it free for any Subjeci to difown the Kingi 

A. I am not yet charged with d.fowning him. Q^ Tou muft anfwer to 

the Quejlion : If^llyou own or difown the Authority of ^he King ? A. I would 

be refolved of another Queftion, or two, that is^ 11/hat you underjland 

by Authority ? and what you mean by oni)nim ? They anfwered. The 

Queflion is flain. I faid, I did not imderftand the Defign of it. C^ IVhy 

fi} A. Becaufe the Queftion is ambiguous, and capable of diiterent 

Senfcs : For, either by Authority yipu mean. That als it is at prefent 

e(bbHihed and admiiiiftrcd ; and if lo^ there are m^y things that I can* 

not own in it ; or you underftand his L^al Right to it ; and if fo, 

then I would underltahd what you mean by owning of that ? For, if by 

owning you mean zpafftve Subj^Hion, I ftoop to the Holy Providence, 

that hath given him the Pofteffion, I thmk tlut^s .enough to me : But if 

you mean an a^ve Acknowledgement o£ his Heredittfy Right, I think 

it afv Impofition, to be bound,. to give my. Thoughts of it : I came 

not to diipute his Right; Theyimlyed, That M^f Body would fay^ the fame 

ffmUjurper. I asked. What mnit .be undericoodi by it then ? One (§i 

their 



their Lordfliips anfwcted^ Tjhat ty envltmg bis Authority^ Ihhwed to mo»v it- 
lailavfifiy tQ. rife in Atpi^^ ^i^flSnft the King j upoA aiiy Pretence .wbmfoever.l [ 
anfwercd. That if that be the Meaning, I durft not own it^ without, 
a palpable abandoning of Rjsafon, and drowning that ihnate Principle, 
of fclf Defence, and Priv^ledgc of preferving Humane Liberties; Q** 
Inhere did you evei^ yeadjf^- Sqriptf4re,.7%at P^ple Mdrver rife in Arms^ 
asflinfi il)m Kin^ ? or did ei^er jufiifie any. fuch ihim ? A. I am not tCt' 
dilute that Point ijpw ; And if I were, I truft 1 could prgduce both 
Scnpturc and Reafon for it: Andtho' it could not be deduced fro»: 
e^refs Scripture, whofe Purppfe is to reveal, and regulate us in greater. 
Matters, yet one of Christ\s Laws could never contradidatootber, thci 
Law of Revelation can never be agajnft the Law of Nature. ttisLojjdfhip: 
anfwered, 'TruCy but the one is corretle^ hy the. other. A I grant, but cor-i 
reding is not contradiding. Bi^t, my LQrd,faid I, I defire to wave that 
Debate, and if there be any Crime charged, againft ..me, I dcfir^ it i may: 
be inftruded and made cood. It was reply ed,25«Twy/ not o^n the^Kif^ s ^ 
Authority. A. My Lord, is.that Treafon ? I amaccufed.of Tt^afon, I. 
thought always Treafon had been an elicit or ovcrji Ad r It was replyed,, 
T%at was an overt AH ^ tv hen you will not own Authority when commanded. A.- 
MyLbrd, I muff be. better informed firft, what ovJl^ing 'Authority is. The 
other Lord anfwered, It is to take fhe ' Oath fifAJlegiance. I anfwered. That 
is ilrange ! If« it be fo, / am not clear, till my Scrupks be folved. The 
other Lord faid,^/;^^/ will you not own hOtiyas now by Succejpon po/fejfed, 
on the Throne of his Predecejfors i . A. If that be. the Meaning of it j I own 
it> and am now adually fubjed. Then tjhe. Advocate, \ Sir G^tfrgfiA^i&i*^^ 
being prefent/ One of rhem faid, My Lord Advocate, . I think yoii* muft 
take this Man throughHand. Then; he foid,. J perceivgy Mr. Shields, y$Ui[ 
are in a great Error, and will run, your, felf in great Danger, if you he not or 
ware. A. Sir, if I knew how to avpid it, I would. So. he again refumcd^ 
the Qiieftion ; and. I anfwered to thefaine Purpofe, as before. Then faid 
he, Nvt.e will refufe to own Aufhqrityy but, the Fifith-Mosarffy^-Men, a^dfomei * 
of our n^dd-Pdks ojaffajfmating pYfncffk^^^ .None of <iheGeatlsmin that, iam^^ 
Prifonersfrom Londdnj^wf. they ^wned it, and Jwiyiifsvood e^fxefly owned it. . A» > 
Sir, I do not refufe to own Authority, I think it an cxc*;ikax O.din^ce , 
of God, wherein much of the Divine Majefty is imp»;lfcd, wbei*- im- 
proved for the Ends for which it is appoiiited; orjXy I d^dine.lpan-^ 
fwer- bfecaufe the Quefiiion, I thipk,, is anibigtioas; and> I Iwp'^ldv.f^e-^ 
f^veali the Liberty /have, that- is, of my Thoughts: Aiwl iisf^y tjie, 
Praiiice of other Gentlemen, 7 am not concerned, everv on^ is\fr:ee ixi^ 
that Matter : But (or Jervifwood, when /am legally chargvd with any 
Pradice, or/Defignagainft the Government, / ihaU dcfu'e to . be as Irte 
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a^/ c8A^.t]i^ia^\n7f SetoikeM% acc»inSn|^t!dmy Uhderif&ihiitrg^ Bur/ 

4^m/^mpy (ft 'elfe ttif be Md^ as guilpf : 1%9re ifiBe Oj^ow^theJLords ffSef- 
fimf^it' A. iaiK i«irjrignoisadtof thcLaAT^ butReafon feems to^qf, 
it is rso CoDfdqocsice, becMfe a M§n will hoc tdl whftt he thitiicsf, thi^rc- 
farc ie is Guiky. Then tutning tatheL<ii^ Biy Lords, fiiid J, 1 ftope, 
jmic Lordfliips Ssriir.nor pre^^ br oike Aii)i!uii^ ignorance of t£r 

Law, Iddibe tlte S^dit 4ir it,aiid '«he Pri^^dgd of a Man, of a Chrifti"^ , 
an, and <>f a Subjefli, that^^all. One ofthein repfycd, Tbuarea very baJt 
X^av^i md as ind a CkrifiiM^ mtd m PVivikigt is dut to any tknt wilt itft 
0wnthe Amhoray A. As for myOvriftianity, / aflfert. That in my 
Practice, /liave endeairooared 4k> keep a gdod Cofllcience roid of Oflfencc 
towards GO0, and towards Xian >* and my I^icieipfes ate none, but ac- 
(Sordiog to Trinii and Sobernefs / Biift as lor the Pririledge of a Strb- 
kS:, I do not fee ^?r I fiioii^ be d^i^d it^ tilt I Be convided a Re- 
Del. Sir G&^^ iaid, ifi? ore aceoumed the Kings Enemies ^ vjho mil not 
m;» hk Authority. A. Stt, f hn^Wy ceocei^e, ritere is a Medium^ and 
fliould rather tfcink, ail are <iti Cfedrity to be thought his Friends, who 
do v^st difowR ky as k 4^nnar iw proved I have dotie yet. Q^ Say^ VP3i 
yHi 0'i3dnH<^n$ti A. I plead firft for the Liberty of the Mind; and 
next for better^utidepftaiMlirigofthe T^4rs. ^rGewge fsadjWill yoa ac- 
hm'wkige his Jtightto U Kang^ and that he 4sri^tful AT/^e^f Scotland, &c. 
ji.l think t^feOujdlkww ly^mt #f my Sphere, and that crery priratc 
Man Ihoold not ^vc into the Arcana Ii^reRri. He faid, Ihat was 
J^ottfenfe, akd thstt - thin was n^ Attanem in the Kings undoubted Rigla. 
And fo harangued alicde upon that 'theinc, and- nie Pemicioafii^ of 
that I^iiicipk, that diibwndd it. lafefweredfor that which was open 
gfid patentto the WcM'ld, I owntkat *ie is prockimed King o(lScotland, 
England and I eland. He repiiod, iiurt thegreatefi Enemies he hath vmili 
^vm rAtff J fintweted,! judge the greateft Friends he hath can own. no more, 
being be is not yet crowned, T*fiefft«)rmfed at that : And then I faid, 
Whtn the AuchMity islpgafly^evolved uponhim, by 'the keprefeata- 
tives 4»t both Kii^iaoiiis, then it is Time enough for m:e to give an Ac* 
€OU*i^^^y Seiitaaen«J about it, ifthey wereofany Significancy, Tlien 
faid one or the Lord$,iN&;'^^ vnmld ^mt own the Authority qfJf. Charles the 
^dfi^ber. l%at was the Quepon at London, faid he ; but now mil ye not 
^^flt the the Authority of K. J^^^s Ifh- A. I am not free to anfwer odicr- 
vrifc khatf I have done. Then faid %k George, All the PM>rld cannot fave 
^ufr^ hanging. A I think there is one can fave me, and if not, all 
llic ^orld cannot fave it from Murder. (^^Jf^atjoyou think of Both- 
\f ct-Bc^8^ B^bidliou I A. That is only H^\>pini<m yoa ask ; I am not 
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if^ce at this Time« Tioea they Tpoke fome thing amot^ themfelires I 

xould not hear, Qr^Doym think H lawful to aJfafJinate any for oppoffng PreS" 

Jfjterim Government ? A. I know none of that Opinion, and I have not 

acclaied mine. Q^ Did not you fay at London at ymr Examination, TW 

y^u mumsd the Covenant cu his Oath of Allegiance ? ( This was onljr a Mif- 

•take, becaufe the Words of my Anfwer were let down, relatmgtomp 

inthethirdPerfonby Sir Andrew ForreRer) A. I faid no fuch thinj^ 

.though now I faVy It was his Oath of Allegiance to God ; but I {aia, 

lit was our Oatn of Allegiance. They replied difdainfully,^ Oif»y we de- 

-nj it to be. I anfwered^ But it was ours, that ia> mine and others. Then 

Jtney tlureatned. again ; upon which, I only defired a Legal Profccimon : 

Whereupon they only threatned me again, anddiTmiifed me. And (o I 

was tcmoved from my FeUow-fPriibners, into the Iron-Houfe, a dofe 

'Prisoner. This is the SubAance of my Examination^ and the whole Puc- 

.^fe of iXy as . I can remember. 

ilathis, Jxannot.but adore the Wi(Hom of the Lord's Condu&,but 
with blulhingat the Folly of mine. I was indeed determined, I thinks 
^^ a Sovereign Hand, and led npon this, not-irfuaJly-trodcn Path, by 
Truth's Confeflbrs, beyond my ordinary Genius, or Inclination, to 
(erce with thofe kinds of long Weapons, aeclining direft Anfwcrs, which 
f s the moft difficult Road, and moil lyable to Snares, and wherejn 
-it is more hard. to avoid wronging of Truth, than the plain andopep* 
hearted Way, which is iifually branded by the World with Folly, though 
^ften attended with more gracious Affiftancc, and a more honouraWc 
Jfliie. Yet I cannot altogether condemn prudent vrzviqQ C^egorical An- 
swers, to infnaring, and impofing Qucftions , for that Way hath been 
^onfecrated by the greateft of Truth*s Witnefles fome times ,• yea, : ev^ 
^y Oar Blefled Lord Jesus himfelf, the Captain of our Salvation, t|jift# 
}^^^/ed agood Cmfeffton before Pontius PiUt ; and yet feveral times in his 
^rial$,.waved a direft Anfwer; and foUowed by PW, who {beaded die 
**^wrand legal Privileges as a Man, as JSiJfew, and as; a Aow^, till it 
J^meto theCafeof Conie/nbn, when a wavinigor declining woiikl have 
*^t:cn interpreted a denying of tlic Truth, or Matter of their Teftimonf 
**^ their Day. That which induced me to this kind of Dealing, was, 
*tiat I would fain have had the State of my Sufferings founded upon fome 
■ \^/ocd . of Christ's Patience, purely religious, and pofitively Truth or 
^Outy, and not upon State Matters : And in that Cafe, I thought I 
^^>uld with a great deal of chearfnl Confidence fpeak my Mind of it ; 
"■^^d. give a Rea.on of my Faith and Hope to every Man that asked : 
.. "^ut to venture my Life upon Matters fo apparently extrinfick toRcligion, 
' C as\I was. tempted to t^nk ) was to me a. confounding Pifficuky, and 
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a great Demur to my refolved PUinnefs , through the whole Traft of my 

• Trials, efpecially at the Beginning. Now. this I reflea: upon, as iny 
great Weaknefs : Fir ft ^ To think diat a Man can haye the Choice of the 
State of his Sufferings, or that^he may pick an(Jr wile oat any Hpad rela- 
tive to Trcrth, which he may futfer upon, or fliift,. as he pleafettf. 
Upon more deliberate Confideration, I and made to think^ he can no more 
"determine the State:or Head of his Suflferings, than the Time, Method, 
Me^fure, or 'Manner of them; for allthefe are Circumftances not in z 
M^h's Option to difpofe. Next, I reflefton it as niy Weaknefs, that I 
could notice the great cpricerning and momentuous Importance of thfefe 

'Matters, and thelntereft. Religion hath in them, to be ftrenuoufly tefti- 
fied for,by all the 3|p.overs of Christ : For the Queftion about owning 
Authority,is not a fmall Matter, nor onlV Civil, though it^ be circa Civilian 

' but concerning a great Ordinance of God, Magijlraciey which is now fo 
maoifeftly peryerted^that a.s it is now eflabliflied, and exercifed, and. in- 
veftcd in the Ufurper's' Claim to it, is nothing but pure and perfeft Ty- 

' r-anny ; which to own, or acknowledge in Cpnfciehce (for every judicial 

' Declaration of a Chriftian's Mind, muft be in Confcience, as in the; Sight 
of God ) is not far fromBlafphemy, andisa bafe abandoning and pro- 
ftitutmg all the deareft and neareft Privileges of Mankind, to the Lufls 
of their declared Enemies, for Fear of their' Threats, whi<^h is moft- un- 

* worthy of a Chriftiah, who is more than a Man, and more a Man than 
other Men ; and befides, I dannot but think, I was very far fhort of my 

' Duty, confidering how this fame very Queftion hith been the Matter of 
the Teftimony of many dear to God, JVho loved not their.. Lives unto the 
Deathy but willingly facrificed them upon this very Point ; that I was not 
plainer herein,' as if I had defpifed, and thought it unworthy of iny poor 

' Teftimony too : '; And that I had not the; rightUptakings oi: the Enemy^s 

' Defigns, which by the Help of Hell's Contrivance, are levelled againft 
Religion, riot tiireftly and formally under that Notion^ but obliquely 

' in the Deftruftion of the Lovei» and Profeifors of it, under the Name 
'SOidOdinnt ofbting Enemies to Government, which if I had rightly con-' 
fidered, I would have thought it my Duty, to have been more explicit, 
to have ftucjied to anfwer rather to the Scope and Tendency, than to the 
Term jind Tenor 6f their Interrogations, by fiich Eyafions as mine were. 
But more particdWlv, for this Examination, I refled on thefe Efcapes. * 
( i. ) I think I fliouid have either been mor« plain, in anfwerine aU the 

' Qucftions ingenuQufly, which in thofe Circumftances at my firft Appear- 
ance before them, 1 could not fee it Duty;; or more prudent m an:* 

^weringalFaJike, arid ftood to that Priviledge, which I began to plead for, 
'heLikertk^the Mi«/, 'for no Liiw fcouW have extorted it. {2,d.) *X 
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think in one particular, I did fooliflily and unfaithfully, in anfwering to 
that, about that worthy Gentleman and honoured Martyr Mr. Robert 
Bailie of Jervijwoody Tnat when I fhould be legally charged with any 
, Praftice or Dclign againft the Government, &c. which though my Re- 
cord is on High, I intended it not , yet it carries a tacite Tnfinuation, 
that he was legally charged with, and convidcd of thcfe Things- at 
leiaft it hath an Appearance of a dreadful Evil , no Icfs than an indireft 
confenting to, and Approbation of his Murder. ( ji. ) Upon a Re- 
view of thefc Things, I find in my Opinion more of Equivocation, than 
.poflible may well fuite a Profeflion of Gofpel Simplicity. 

In the Iron-Houfe I was let alone for Ten Days ; where I had verv 
comfortable and peaceable Societies though very much Crowded witn 
Multitudes of feveral forts, and feverals beingjthere in trons. The Keep- 
ers were very rude, coming always in to tell us and fearch our Room and 
Beds lying upon the Ground, for Inftruments ( as they pretended ) where- 
with we might break the Prifon, with drawn Swords; Efpccially one 
^enhohity who one Day commanding me imperioufly to rife orf my Bed, 
bccaufc I was not fo ready in obeying, and becaufe with-al, whtti he 
wore, I reproved him for it, he pointed his drawn Sword to my Breaft, 
^nd fwore he would run me through. And becaufe I told him he durft 
l^ot, and that I would not be Hedorcd with him, he raged moft info- 
l^ntiy^ yet was reftraincd from Violence. I was every Day looking for 
being called out before the Judiciary, and then knew no better,but that 
^^ ftould be to get my Sentence of Dcath,for I was ignorant of the Form 
^ their Laws. At length after Ten Days, upon March 23 d all my 
^Omrads in the Gentleman's Chamber, that had come from England 
^ith me, and I, alfo \vere called and carried by a Party of the To wn- 
• ^uards, to the Courtof J.ifticiary, where we only fawone another a- 
S^tin, but could not Convcrfe together. That Pay all the reft took the 
^ath of -4^;«r^rio«, and foefcaped further Procefs for that Time. But 
^'"^at Day did not my Bufinefs, The Purport of my Examination was 
^^ follows, 
J^y firfi Criminal Exammation before the Jufiiciary, March 23 d, i6S$. 

t Would hereby notihe and make known to all my Friends, who arc 
Friends to our common Lord and Mafter, and Law-civcr and to 
'^is Rigliteous and Noble Caufe, as now Stated, and in Agitation be- 
^^vixt Him and His declared Enemies ( that Fadion now prevailing, 
^nd poiiefTing the Places of Publick R.ule in the Nation ) for their In- 
formation and my own Exoneration, to the end. Invidious Milreports 
^ay be prevented. I fay, to them, who are concerned mthc Caufe, and 
ccncemvd to know the caufe of my Suflerings, I would offer this true 



Rcprcfcntfttion of my InterrogatiBns, I ' was called to . anfwcr 'this Oajr. 
!6eing the >2j^ 6( March it58y/biefore the'Lorcls of ^f ufticial-y (ii^they 
were Termed to me, though I could difcover nttthing ^fttOnig theitide- 
ferving fo Honourable a Signature ) whereof fhls i^ ai 'folUn Ac^Oiittt 
as I can Recolleft at the Time, though therein 1 cannot aftrfOfThy telftO 
* ihfe .Order orlfcthod of the C^ieftfons ( which werelmmethddical, jft 
well'as impetfiheut ) yet all thefe were their Q^ieftiOfi's, and itfl (Jfdfe 
were my AniWets^ without Prevarication. 

^ I Stood firft at (bme diftance, when brdlight befofe .fhem .• Thent 
was (iommanded to ^draw aearer# Ahd fhen the Cleric '^ftfffired fhfe 
jQueftion, ^ff^at tvas pur PafherU ''tstame ? Anf. ^ames. *^ TPhaf i 
f^r (mm} A. AhxaMer/^Ar^youmt^^xAts^^iidds Son^^ 
Jl. jc&y I was Born in Hau^htad. (^ t>id not ymMtnu'^Cdp tain Sill (f 
llaa^head ? A, t know nofuch Ttlan where 1 w'^s 'Both. The Atf- 
yiDcat Sir George M^kenx^te^ asked, Was, m <» Bothv^fel? A. TOU mdft 
prove that, it it be'* my Crime, 'tt was Keplycd. ^at we cUn tfo in hyvm 
fiortTlme ivithin Eight Days. A. F believe it win be vfery hafdr *Re WyeE 
they, /> needs not mnth Probation^ Jhficeym are m the Pugitive iRdtl. A. TOti 
amy • put^me in \yhat Roll you pleate, every Printed Roll is nOt Tfoth, 
fior the proof of Truth: Replyed they, 2o« cannot fay agamflit.ymtva^ 
legally Summoned bejfhre the CircUit^Courty and your abfence was fu^ieTit CoTh 
nHBton by the Laws of the Kingdom} A. I know no fuch Laws, I received 
*5iofuch Summonds, and I am here toanfwer to my Legal Conviftioii. 
Sir G^rgt then had a Harrangue, declaring that the Bufinefs at prefeftt 
-was only to Report to their Lordfliips how that I had IJeen befoteli 
•Committee of the Council, 4nd declined to anfwcr, -And therefore they 
were to Examine me further. And therefore faid* he, tou are fo deifafe 
.whether you will vv^^n that Treqfonable Declamtion, emitted lattlie by'finte 
Jiebels^injo far as -it declares a IVar againft the /^f^'AT/w^ Charles ad ? A* 
4 thinK it hard to be impofed upon to -give my ' Jadgm^nt .of it, beiog 
not concerned ; I think it ftrange-^ to be hurried fo always fai to* foch 
Interrogatories, without any Advertifement or Time tO cpuflder. As I 
wtas hurried out of Z^f •z/xjj^e-Pi?ift)n, without being acquainted wiiithcr 
'I was to go. So when I Arrived" here, I was haftetled to anfwer' before 
the Council, having no Time to deliberate, nofKnOv^ledgeof theCrimc 
.to* be Charged ; and now this Day, not a moment's Time to Advife. Re- 
plyed they; Toufi^all not be hurriedybut we would have you to kn6Wthatypu 
fmftAiifvver.A't^^^ it a M'lfery to be aScotJman;! haVe been in fe- 
rveral Pkcesofthe World, but I never heard of fuch^thitlgs impofed u- 
ipctfi any ^ao^ Replyed Sir C^^^ ; It is^'Miferi^t&ha^ fo aofithfiteb 
jUf cols as jf^ ^e} A. -It^ not proved whereift I.aih a:RafcalrRepiy^ 
«ljthey, do nit murder ySur felfy we are free- of your Blood,^let'ft'itUfraH 
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jfiu^tmm ffead'x ^ Jf^ ^ ^ot ap fiver ofher^ap. I (aid oothiog^ at:l€^ I 
cannor femcihficr wKat I faid. C^ Will you Subfixiht this Papet (whicl^ 
wasrxbeT^ficate or Pals declaring hy O^h the Jthjurmionoi the&M 
&pet,. wfiich "by miftiake they prefented to me } wd ymJ!^ hme ymk 
ISimie I A. Its foil of blanks, I. da not undeifiand i^:, i(^ tfep Bx&.tmA 
CtyerTfewitj T never Read it, and- thexefqn^ cannat %il?i<»ii*p ifc 
implicitly. Rcplyedi Tit BJrmks are m$e.jk pur.Jsfioni^ 
am Pari/h'y &c^. T%i jumning is tt jUj^rgi fiat GeeUrmiOfk a»d 
to Own arJ^ Su^ar ym Jhalt never Rifi in ^rmt ami^fi tb^ £. Jl^. N: (Si 
Tftis was feid by one that (ate next me. Aaf;.I can»Qt M^e it- m 
tftatSetffe, I dare not Swear any fuch thing, abfohitely. Repl^ Sir C^e^gei 
jtmmufigiveyoMrVoJitinjeAnfaiera^nfi^^ 4i9id acfordnilg tm 

ity ytii are to ^be Tried^ andJhatlDie on Fridty fallovmg. 1 was file^t,. them 
&d onre of the Lords, we will give you the Decimation, and that Pafei 
to confider iij^on it tin then, Read.it, iuid bonder it. ^o I tee^i^edity. 
but did not Jook upon it then. But afterwards found, that ix^^ o| 
that Decfaratmy they had given xne their ownv Pmlmatiw aiwHif i?;:fe: 
that it was put to me to give my Judgemoi^ of their Sentwnwts^ARdRo^ 
prdtntation of it, and not of the thing it. fdf: , Then they ufged^TA^ 
By the Lani) of all Naticm, uhen there U ar^y War detJar^d agai^ th Kk^. 
Jfjoll the SubjeBs aye to declare whom they are fory and iftjj'ey vHll not declare jor 
Bim and difown the Rebels ; then they are to be refutad as his Enemies ? i^» 
It. may befo ip the Time of War, forfuch^Subjeftsas af e Pre^rtt iin th^i , 
Kingdom, but not for the Abfent, after the War is ceafed, to give (th^icK 
Opinion about it, when not concerned in it. (^ fiow is the War i^^^i. 
thefe Rebels are gotng about the Country, fiiU KiUip^ &lq. ? Anf. I kno^ nor- 
thing of thspt, 1 am not with them you fee ; but I think the V?"ar i$ 
ceafed;, becaufe the Objtd is ceafed. King Charles is Dead. ' Ref4. It is, 
not the Perfm h*vejiedy but Authomy itfetfthat they dedqre againfii AjuC I 
Judge ittnufi bt the ?v.rfp5, for a? I underftand, they Name him*- Replf . 
llT^at do you talk of Naming hitn ? fPhat is done again ft the former 9 concerns 
aii fucceedtpg in Authority. Anf I do not. yet undemar*d that they have 
cteclared War againft' King James jth. RcpL Do you hold your fe^ 
undfir mor4 Olligations to own A//| J^mes jththa^ King Charles 2d. A^f. 
iSToy I think it all one upon, the Matter; Btitif I beobUg^d to given^. 
Opinidn about a War, dtclsred againfla King fkceaftd and. gone, then 
by the fame Parity of Rcafon, I muft give my Of imon of that WaJ^ 
of the Lords of the Congregation (as they were f;allc<l' ) ^ga?inft Queen, 
iWizi7,when they depofedher^ in the heginning^Qft|ie:Refprn^ai^oii.;.what 
am I concerned with that? Nothing was aniwered, bwt Jopje Fretted, 
and fome Smiled one to another. Then i^d one of t|ie LftddS) Whf^. 
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any War is Declared ^ainjl the King^ any of His Majeftfs Soldiers may Que^, 
ftion any Man, whom he is for f And if he be not for the King^ he may A El 
again ff him as an Enemy. That's fomcthing of the Law Martial , which I 
do not well underftand ; but no Reafon will allow, after the \V^ar is Fini- 
flied, the fame to be afted againft any Pcrfon not prcfent at thefe Tranf- 
adions. Repl. AV SubjeSis areSubjeEls^ be where they will, andlnterefled 
in the War of the Kir^domj whereof they are Subjects ; and therefore you mufl 
he <oncerfied in itj wherever you were. Anf. I know not where I was, when 
that War was declared, but well I know, I could not be concerned, be- 
fore I knew of it : And I know nothing of it, but as others ( the kaft con- 
cerned ) by common Report. Q^ ^/ hai did you think of it wJjen you knew 
•f it} Will you own- it now} Anl*. I had ray own Thoughts of it a$ o-. 
thers had but was not concerned. And I think I may be as well o- 
bliged to give my Opinion of Count 7e/t//'s declaring sVar againft the' 
Entperor. Nothing was faid to this, as I Rjmember. Q^ Was not you 
in Franequer then ? Anf. No, I was never there. Q^ Wa6 you in Gron- 
ingen ? Anf. Never. Replyed one fitting by. Are not you in a Lie now ? 
Tour Confefpon at London, fayi^ you were in Holland ! Anf. HoVand is not 
Franequer noi Gromngen^ and of thelc I faid nothing. Sir Geo ge MaC" 
kenxie faid then, Lt us not Triffle, pncecd to the. next Q. Do you own the 
Authority or not ? Anf I caqnot Anfwer othcrwife than I did. Then Sir 
George made an Inviftive by way of Report of niy Anfwers to the 
Lords. Then they held out the Danger of it to mc.i anfwered,! would 
coufult Duty and Confcience in thcfe things, and durft hot be implicit in 
flich Impofitions. They Spoke many Times together, Idefircdleavc to 
Anfwer one at a Time. So they urged again. ' Anf I endeavoured to 
plead before the Council, and do now plead for that Priviledge coniraon 
to Mankind, the freedom of the Xhoughts^ Subjeft to no Tribunal unde 
Heaven; for that is the Almighty's Prerogative. Repl. It is not his Pre 





rogative. there is no fuch freedom left to any to decline to Anfwer fuch aQueflion^^ 
jmf Your Lordfliips know. Men have feveral Sentiments about Autho 
rity, but none were ever queftioned for them when not declared, o: 
were ever forced to declare them, efpecially aboiit Succcflion, that evei 
I heard of before.Replyed SixGeorge^'Ihat ziere Into Her able, if it were left to th* 
freedom of every Man to entertain fuch entiments; or to difown Authority whei 
they f/eafey no Man could befure of his Life ; that Freedom would defirOy hu- 
mane Society. Anf I have not yet declared my Sentiments, nor difown© 
Authority.And I think no Man can be fure of his Lif(?or any Liberty, 
he mufi abandon that innate Freedom ; and be quedioned for his thought 
when no Praftice can be charged againft him. Replyed Sir George, yo 
jjre a Bruit to talk at that Kate, you know not the Lauis of the Kingdo 

•^^ My Lords, I hop€ yea are fo much Men, and ^j luch Gencroht 
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and JuAice, as not to take advantage of a poor Man, for his Ignorance 

of-yourLaws, My Innocency mkkes me confident. Rcpl. Toujhallhavt 
Juftic€i And then feveral' gave in their Word that I cannot patticular- 
ly 'Remember. I Anf. my Lords, I hope you will take fo much Cognf^ 
ianceofthe King's Charge againft me ^t LorJon, which was high Trea- 
fon, as not to balk it, without inftrufting and making Proof, of it. RepL 
IVe fear it jhaJl be tco foon Proved. Anf. That way can never prove it, by 
extorting my Thoughts ofthings. RepL 7l>e Laws and AUs of Parka- 
mem reach Mens Thot^htSy-and obliges all.SubjeEis to give an accouut %fthem 
ahouufuch things. Anf. I know no fuch Laws. Then Order was given 
to the Clerk to read the Afts of Parliament, who tijpied over, and could 
not.findtheAd; then began to read an Aft, which was told him was 
notit ,' then he went to another, and read it, which did help much to 
confirm 'iand eftablifli my averfation to Anfwcr affirmatively to that Qnc- 
iHonj.of owning the prefent Authority. It gave an account, That wherer 
^ in the late TiouBfes, before the Kings Reflauration ( meaning in the Time of 
^hi PyjofpeYiey of the IVorkof Reformation ) Peofk were led intofediiious ProBi'- 
^, by hailing fuch Rebellious Principles dijfenunated among them ; Namely y 
'^hat it was lawful to rife in Arms againfi the King! To come with their Petiti- 
ons and Rifrefentativns uf Grievances to him^ to Sufftend their Alkgiarxe and 
Owning the King^s Authortiy, under fuch and fuch Limitations y until hegOfe 
Security for Religion and Liberty y &c. ( With many other Laudable and 
Excellent Principles of our Fore-fathers) Be..it therefore Enahleiy that all 
fuch Pojfttions and Prafiices founded tlweufon are Treafonabley &c. Mark .that, 
faid Sir George. Anf. Jftdoes not concern mc, iorit (peaks of Pofitions, 
^hen declared, not of Thoughts. They laid down the. Book and gave 
^^Qver. .Six George faid. Its folly to Pratle with him, in his MctaPhyJicalNo^ 
*ions. Then faid he, did you ever fee any Converted ofths way ? J was filcrit. 
^enthey urged the. Qucftion again, which /waved. Well, Cikid. Sir G^or^f, 
jPfi muft be ready againfi to Morrow at Twelve a Clock to Anfwer here. You 
^^id btlort, / muft appear on fVednefday. Rcplycd the Lords,* fl^//, let 
^J^be on Wednefdayy we will give you Time* Anf. When you will, / beg no 
Time. Then they would have difmifi'ed me ; but faid /, before / go, /, 
^Ould be rcfolved of the Genuine Senfe, you put upon the Queftion of 
■ Owning Authority ; it may contribute much for your Exoneration aid 
^y /nfiormation. Rcpl. Let the Advocat give it. Sir George then iaid, 
^« muft own the King to be lawful King by Succejfiony &c. Anf. The Reafon of 
^y Enquiry, is, bccaufe when/ was before the Lords of the Council, they 
• '**-te pleafed to put three different Sfi^fes upon it ; one was, T'haf Ijhould 
^*^ it unlawful on any Pretence to rife in Axmsy &c. Another was. To Swear 
'*^ Oath of Allegiance. A third wa$, 7a own hts aiiual PoJfeJJionbj $ucceffion:, 



rhis mi 



^^thiTkreni rfhis Anafi^rs. This laft/owned^ and indeed ./ think it 

capable of ambiguous SenTes. And fo / repeated what / had faid before 

at the Council^ ,jn diftinguiihing between the Adminiftration of \the 

Author inr and the Right to it ; and of owning between Paflive Subje^- 

on, and Confcientious Acknowledgement of Alkgianccy as required. Sir 

Gioim faid, Niitber do we cvm all the Admimflrations. Anf. Neither do 

/. But / underftand, feverals have died upon this Head, being urged 

with fuch a Qudftion about owning Authority ; and it is evident to all. 

Mcnby their Anfwers, that it was ^never charged to them, but that they 

meaned the Adminiftration of the Authority, as now Eftabliihed, for 

they ofiered fuch Limitations,^/ m the LORD; and, according to the iVordy 

which your felves cannot deny, and yet their Lives were taken, /do 

liot remember any thing they Anfwered to this. But urged, vjhat fay 

you to his Right ? Anf. /.came not to difpute his Right. Then they x:om« 

-manded, T2se him away* /concluded with this «* My Lords, / Isavc 

^boen grieved feveral times, to hear fuch Refififttt)ns^OIl ,the Severity of 

-the Scotch iLajmy and the intoUecable Grievances of your Profecutions, 

without :all 'Precedent ;land /hope you will not in your proceedings with 

me, be Ambitious to deferve that Chara&er. Then they houted.at me, 

and going away, /Spoke with a loud Voice back again, you were Re*- 

ScEtcd on at London, in Guild-hall. Then they called me back and asked 

bf whom? Anf- By thcRecorder of London. Q. JVat is his Name ? A. Sir 

Thomu yenner. . Repiyed Sir George, He is a Rajcal. But what (aid he ? 

Anf. He (aid, /nveighing againit us, that the Severity of our Laws^ 

made us fke our Country ; lor there they could Extort by Torture, any 

'thing without Proof, but now we came to abufe their Mild Laws. At 

^^hioi they were divided in putting feveral Conftrudions on the Sence of 

- bis Words. And fo witha Re^injundion to me, to confider the Paper a-* 

. ^gainfi JVedneJday. They urged me lo be taken out, and thereafter when 

the reft were alKExamintd, / was carried back to Prifon. 

From the Iron-Houfe in the Toibooth of Edinburgh this was written. 

ALbeit I cannot tranfcribe thefe Accounts, without blufbing at my 
own Folly and Imperft&ions, therein very obvioufly apparent, yet 
1 cannot but rtfleft on the Mercy of the Lord's holy and wife 
-"•Coflduft, that I mifcarried not worfe, and was not yet left to be catch^ 
cd in thefe cunningly covered Hooks, that . I was then nibbling and bit- 
ing at : Nay further, I muft needs iay, to the Commendation of Free 
Grace, of which 1 had then fome fenftble Experience (though alas ! 
quickly afterwards I mifcarriedy-'ibsgot and miferubly mifimproved thefe 
little Experiences, ' by diftnifiuig the Lord, ana leaning to mv own 

h\}Sid\Ji^ila^^ preconceiv^ Ad vife- 
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inents and Premeditations, I wa^: k:drt» fpcak thefe things^; though: in. 
tihemfeives' fimple, y^x ferviag: then to put by^ Snares, and Tencations ist* 
tfaatHour; And fubder I dare not but (ky, That as through Grace IvvAt* 
made to hope in' that Promife,, 6(gi*vmg in that Hour what tofi^: So it 
wa;s iff fome Mealure fulfilled ; for I had thought on many Things t(^ 
^y; but Wa9 carried by aii'of them unto the fbrefaid Difcourfe, ^htah. 
befom I did not dream of ^ this I tsiis^ Notice of by the way, ta ag^ 
gtege my fiitture Famting : Yet I hare much die fame Refli^ions: (Ur- 
dus, that I hMt declared on the former- And particularly ( i. ) I ot>*' 
fbrve, Tttat though there- may be Virtue in a. dexterous putting by o£. 
Snai^es;. where tii^re it Hopetherebv to elude them; yet- it is ibmei' 
dmes dangeirous^ to feek a Delay otTime, when there can be no Pcc^f, 
flpaet of av>oiding:them: ; for th^eby we: but ammate th^m into a' KemM 
tiefe to kipole, and encouragi^ them in £:xptAaicion^of ca^hiftgf, saut 
ia^tc them' to eontrivc their Snares^, and prepare them for uS' with' eik^ 
greater Ctinning.And fo I think my complaining of want of Time t&}b^ 
liberate^ c!7r. was but a prepoftcrous fhiftini^. It h^ been more hon^iv- 
rable tor theCaufe, ana moie honefl-hkejancf poflSbly more conducifig v» 
my ownSafetvand Peace, to have offered roundly, as the Lord woulaaf- 
fift, aA opennearted and generoujf Declaration of my Mind about theftr 
Points, and to have ihown that I was (as I (hould have been always } 
msady tt^give a Reafon of my Hbfe^ to every Man that would ask it, with Metsfk' 
nefs aniP^ar, having a good Confcience; that whereas theyJpeA evil of fts^f 
its of E'Vil'doers ( by thefe Afperfions wherewith they brand us, as maitt^ 
tailing dangerous Principles, and juftifying unwarrantable Praft ices, and 
the like ) theymgh^ have been put to Shame, that faifely a<x^ft our good Cotft* 
ijerfittion I* CHRIST. ( 2.) 1 think it was fome Diverfion from tbcf 
Cofiel Simptkify,. and the Dove's Immceney ( the Beauty of Sufferers ) a«i 
no great Wifdom in ftie, to pretend Ignorance of that which I knew ; 
tra witf thatf D&slaratibn. . It's true I did neither affirm nor deny, that I 
\rviA feeff it i. boT-iharJ had not feen that Pafs^ or Teftificate, which they 
igfiOiaiarly lewcteB&d m «ie ; Yet 1 pretended want of Advilement, artd 
irodfk- rtieic Papers friWfi fhcm, wtiich they offered for my InfonwatiorfJ 
idierefcry I gavd thcfift Grouitd of fchooling me better, and involving' lAf 
fetf nwdiefly i» forther Debates amd Snares, which I found in the Coh-^ 
le^ueAt after ward«4 I wMI not /ay, it is in it felf finful, to conceal ottir 
JfM^^ti^'y bar I fhitik in my Circumflances then, I fiioutd hat^e ^enr 
^ MOift ifi0BiiJio«s Difcovery of iHy Knowledge. ( 3 . ) I think, I fhould 
iiaVe- WO« aetfteafly adhered to that ftinciple, I was pleading, The Prefi- 
^dim of^ Thtt^n, fubjcd to no fuch .Tribunal as theirs was, being the 
Afaiiif^y Vxrepogaitive ak>he, to know Thoughts, and V9 paTs a f^idg^ 
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mcnt on Thoughts, which then I was obliged to witnefs far more flreni!- 

oufly, when publickly it was denied in open Court to be his Prerogative, 
which was horrid Blafphemjr. This was a fhameful Omiffion, that t 
cannot .pafs without Indignation, (^th.) I cannot omit here a Refle- 
ftion, which had I kept in Mind afterwards, I would have been more 
awfully deterred from tampering with that Snare,which fliortly thereaf- 
ter I fell into, and my Unmihdfulnefs . of it, does much magnifie the 
Scnfe of the Guilt of that Compliance, which is this; That I might have 
been informed how they conftrufl: of a Man's taking the Oath of 'Abjura- 
Hon ; for it was told me plainly. That the meaning, was to abju) e that 
Declaratiofiy and thereby to own andfvieaYytkat IJhould never rife in Arms ^- 
gaittft the King ; by which it is plain, that in either Senfe, the taking of 
that Oath, is an interpretative declaring not to. rife, or that it ought 
not to be.ck>ne. Again afterwards it was urged, 'That by the Law of all 
Nations y when there is any M'ar declared againfi the Kingj all Subjects are to 
declare whom they are for I and if they will not declare for him^ and dif own the . 
Rebels^ then they are to be reputed as his Enemies : By which it appears, 
that they take the Abjuring of that Declaration ( in this Janfture ) to 
be^ Declaring for the King; which in theprefent State ot Affairs, is a 
moft dreadful owning Christ's Enemies, and concerting his Quarrel, 
and dated Oppofition againft all Righteoufncfs ; and this Abjuration is 
tendered as a Tefl of our Incorporating our felves with this perjured^ perfidi-^ 
$us Par tie, and formally declaring ourjelvesfor their Heady andjiding with 
them and him. And they take it alio to be a difownmgof, and renoun- 
cing our Part in, and among a poor Remnant of the Lord's People, 
penecuted and murthered by them, for Truth and Confcience fake. Now 
an Oath muft be taken in the Impofers S;:nfe,and as they difcover their 
Senfe and Sentiments of it, and not according to the meaning we may 
think the Words capable of; nor yet according to the wheedling Expli- 
cations, that i\v:y may give or allow, which were as deceitful and en- 
fnaring as the Oath it lelf. I infcrt this to infix the Shame of my after- , 
Deed, upon my fdf. Before I fhut up this, I cannot forget that Pafl'agc 
of telling them/)f the Recorder o( London his Inveftive agamft the Severity 
of <heir Proceedings, and the Return I had thereupon. I remember I 
wrote this to my Friends in London, who conveyed it to the Recorder's 
Ears, that the King's Advocate had called him 3,Rafcaly upon that Oc-* 
cafion before hinted. And as I received information from them again, 
the Recorder upon bearine of this, called the Advocate a Knave, which 
was a fair Reckoning, and not much befides the Truth on either Haod* 
From the Monday untH Wednefda^^ I remained in the Iron-Houfij W^ 
paring myfelf (asl thought andjumcd) for the worft.of it, expcfting 
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that Week fcoiW be the laft on this Side of Time ; but the Number 
of my Months was not yet fulfilled, nor the McAfure of my finning and 
fufering, which fincc cnlucd. The Lord did not think mc worthy of 
fo honourable a Dcraifllon at that Time, nor after that Manner, as I 
was then looking for ; and indeed (I may .ay ) hoping, rather than 
fearing : But I behoved to get further Ijifcovcries ot my Weakncfs> 
Folly and Faintncls, which followed upon this, which. now I am about 
to rdatc. 
My . Second Examination before the Junician^ March .25 f*. i6S$. . 

THis Day the ayt/; of this inftant March 1685, I was before the . 
yufliciarie, or Criminal Court thcfccond Time; upon which, be- . 
caufc feme uncxpc£lcd Changes in my Lot did cnfuc, which 
may makcibmc dcfirous to know the Caufc of them ; Therefore to all' 
concerned I would offer this rude ( but true ) Reprefentation of the raoft , 
material Padages of that Affair, and how it came to this Period, where- 
in yet Lftand, and remain a living Man; but afj i tie free among the dead^ - 
who cannot reckon like Agag^ that the Bittcrmf of Death is pa/ly feing I 
think, the Biitcrncfs ot my Life is but now begun: And as for this 
new Lcafeof it, granted bv fuch Land-lords, diA^ofing of our Clay- . 
Cottages, and in fuch a Manner ; it requires an Apology, rather than 
a Congratulation. I think it a Mifcry to out-live the Comforts of ' 
LTc, and a Shame to hold it of their Favour, who feck it ; and yet I 
could not but then think it a Sin, to let it go for their Pleafure, upon 
Terms, wherein ( as I then thought ) I could not find Matter for an ho- 
nourable Teftimony. My Enemies deceitful Yeildings did prevent mc 
of the Occafion of it ; and Christ did not think me worthy of the 
Honour of it, nor fit to partake of the Happinefs of it. And what fhall 
/fay? Here I am yet duel/ing in Me^hech^ and in the Tents pf Kedar^ as a 
Jiicourted and diicardtd Servant ot my lovely Lord \ yet ambitious to 
be his Servant and Suficrcr, though unworthy to be a Witnefs. Both 
before and after I came to Edihburgh'ToXhooxX^ I have both feared and 
J^oped, that I fliould have been in Eternity, or near it by this Time ; 
wy Friends expected it, my Enemies threatned it ; yet, here I am ftill : 
And how this came to pafs, I will now fliortly declare, fo far as my 
Memory, iK)w more contufed than ever, can gather or glean of the chief 
*nd moll important Pailages of the whole Trayifaciion. 

When I was laft before the Jufliciary, having a Delay granted to COU"* - 
Wcr that Paper,- which / was called tfl abjure, they gave me the Pro- ^ 
^l^aticn concerning it, inftead of the Declaration it klt\ whidi / did not .' 
notice in Prefcncc, but afterward /did read it over; and thpupht it * 
vould be required / ihould give my Sentiments of it^ which tly^'reforc . / :. 
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fef dtf^^in the Mairgeftr of tfce f(>v€>fM Prwlairiatflon-a* ftftreirs: tJpoii^ 

theTitlie, AHaWnyedprnabk DfUriittoH'^ &c. I dxy dcfown- aU treaftnabhr 
l^Urations^ £^d ali hd4*fid Prfh^j^les of A^Obfluiacion^; But / humblf ' 
c^ceive thi^; is not fufSci^t t^ effort froin me ati cx^dte Confeffioi^; 
of the Treafoiiableneft or Morridttfefe of tlUt? Declattatiotr/ which here it 
not exprefltd. Your Lordftiips Teft'iihOfty may ftnind^thc Hifiomal 
£aith oFi¥; as other ftcpr^^ntfal»idfiL^ of Nftattfcts? of Faft, bot^tfae iMt^ 
plicite Faith of it cannot be a Bottom to my Confcience, till / undi3dUn<it 
it bertei": JPbras much i^s federal' iHjbiem's' Slc. who thde Rebels ate, 
utidcr fiii^h Epitfhets^/kfiow^not. lam none of themi hM in all tte' 
Proclamations I have yet feei^ agamft/V(tf^/9M^ DiJJ^n^Sy tfati &aie Char 
ra&er hath beeh puft u^dnmany really Godly in the Lander know not 
b«tthfefc may be- of the faitte Sort. ^Haimf^fftqmmfy mft^dm Offm^ 
&c. / knownot>feacG«fers^ctf'ae«itocy they have rrfuiw k^ 

fufed none as yet i if your Lor<lf^i^^ mekn the ba^h of Atk^iawi^ mttof 
Tcfms and Senfe nov^ impofed,or th^ Bonds obliging to hear Curktes^pr 
' thtefe abfolute atid indefinite Engagements to abandon the Prmledgerof 
Ifcfcnfive Arms j or if your Lord&ips do refleft upon fome People/their 
difcountenaAcing the tlwm - tendered, but- now int-ef didted- Liiui^eme, by 
Virtue of the King's Eccteffaftick Supremacy, or chcif refufing the la«e 
Tjeft ( which are all the Favours / h^ve beard of ) / ii%eftoufly c^n^ 
feife, -/ .wOuldthai^e fcAipled them rily fclf: hm ttexc; i( they htt^e dM^ 
owned Ai!rthority, ot dt^cllafed Wai" m fh<^ Scwfe here narrated, m ujpoff 
Pfinciples inconfiftcnt with all Govettfrnent, or if tticy mtak« fuchiafe- 
rences, as are here fpccificd j / do difowri the4ii and it boehs BVi^ if it 
b^ founded upon fiich Principles as^ fome time^ D^da^aiBioftss hsktre been 
ftated upon by our firft Reformers, in Dtefencc of tlfeir* ReUgioft, lAvm 
and Liberties ; or tl&t eai^ried on by ot>r Fathers inP Ptofecution of the 
Ends of the Covenaiit, or thefe Appeatahces that have- beefy Made upoft 
the fame • Principles, at Pern f and and Bothuetil confefs ingenuoufly, / 
mtift demtjr tfhe. difownifig of it i^ I bb better ihformed And the Prht^ 
cifes &c. if thefe be the PHnciples herefe lj>eeificd i^ this ProcJamatiOfi, 
/do djfowto then^ abiblurfy : Or if they be PrirK:^plesy whereon fiicb 
Aff'afjfnat'ims are founded, ^ / do-di(dwil it'cteiplextJly. But as for stt the 
Priiicipte^ therein: f|)eeified, / do not k-fio w biit there ifiii^r be fome t^ere^ 
which /muft own. . Thtk Anfnuuherjitms, J had as foDy determined to 
hive glterf ihto the Jaftkiai'y, as -ever /rdfolvcd aftry thing; bul Provi- 
dence ordered othervirife : Fifabotifiii Clock the fofefaid'Pai)^, yillirf* 
25, /wisl;^^ly called -do W;i>fre«iir' the Iron^Houfe to a^e If itt^ tte 
Ttrtbooclf, tba Cohfcreiiee \*ith Sir iVtlliam Paterftm^ ahd gouig ddwrt 
in- Haib/ / foi^gdt the Papers r And .after the Gotifdrenc^ v^i» ended, 

/ 
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ftrtstcptihthe HaB; till /w«5 lent » ith« %Hfim%,^ot having Time 

fke Ptifift tf «gr. Ccr^rm^ vsith Sk WMim^ i^atcrfon, Cierkp},the^ 
'Comuil fuku. to this.effeEt. 
QCoauib'he imd been ray i{f^d»rat.the£oltegeof Efi^^ 
*1 kofted me with [Compkments,about hislLefpeft to mc «d;Opim- 
dj^jHTuve, and entredupon (bme commcm DifeQurfe a^boiu:. my Trav^l^ 
then «sked whyl fc£t Sootland ? Anfwetcd, To improve my felf,.ima 
bcca'ufe I Aad .no(EncouragciTient to ftay iioit. Q. ^rey^m OrAtrs^i 
lam a -PreJtchcr. Q^ P0j^re received .you your Mfffionjr^m^ie Min0^s in 
Holland ? A- liOyjbnit,2it:Lotdon. Q^.// it .^ne tb^t youownfuch firoffgi 

ff^your ^fifat thu Jiatfe, being aJwng MtA ? \ A. I own no ^Pctriijipi^ 
about Govermaeni^ but &ch as axe » coniifteilt with \pQliFX,, ^Uafoq^ 
jmdIMigien. KMly^Xbu wasmnt^^ iA/tikQfmkn^ou aifiti^^ ^h^n\ym vuf$ 
ntjSdfotirf A. J tdiew .I\was pai:tly,;fo {zt^ J was capaWe ^; ycm 
gave methe firft ^Rudiments of k. Rep})£e4,.2«» W^^ ho Jiich pbingM 
mj EiiUntfSy yvu xitnetidfer the . idgimng of my jEthieks ? A. I remmiber 
them vety well, though it be long, fince.; I read them^ aijd I flipuld^bc 
content to have any Principles. I have about Government tryed by your 
ovm Diftats j you fpeak wtll there of.MonarcI^, and I tbink well of 
it Replyed, vjell thejty Ihofe ym will own the AutJmifie nfthe Kit^ ?.A. 1 
have demurred to anfwer this hitherto : Partly, becaufe , I wo^ld fain 
keep all the freedom I liave,.that is. only that oi myMindlts hatd that 
I cannot ieep that ; I defire not to trouble the ^yorldJ^uch with thefc 
riiings, if they would let me alone : = And partly^ bf .<?aufe 1 h^ve had 
Three or Four Senfes put upoathe Queftiixi alreMy cFhicb I told him, 
and asked. Pray Sir, what Senfe. do you put upgAi^i^' RepJyed, Doyoii 
vtrni \him wyour Soi/er/iign Lordy under. GODy Vibomy^tt tHufi obey in all things 
LmfuH A. I amnotchargedWith.any Diibbedience, <and nQwIaiTi 
paffivelySitbjeA to his Jarifdrftion.Q^5»t is not he yoUrS^v^aig^ Loni and 
Kfj^ under GOV f -A. Whom GO!D. appoints, and the :P^op)e;CboQre 
and fct over us, according to the. Laws, of tfa^ L3!n49 bis Authority *I 
'.Own. Rej^Iy. TT^ere is -410 Gkoxfjiig in Hpreditaxy . Mmarchie^y 0S:tkis is ^by 
ntidoubttd Succflffion ? A. 1 mi;:ddle .f)Ot:with that ; I believe this Man 
hath as much ^ight as Lineal Succeffionican give bimi b\^t jei I tbiuk 
if rfie^^^^rcfentativeshad Chofcn ^}smms Duke ijf Homnou^i Ijfliouid 
not have quarrelled - ^^vith ' it,-no mo£i6 jdaan ' iwii^i th^ .Other, ;* I Ao not 
•^think.tlrierirfeitceiBonis enough) sto Jmake^ 'ktoiia King... Rep jv^, 
^Toiih'ad'^md'iohave a careii^i *^you J^.. A. I io.; . tftdwl^fe^Himtibc 

POK^atm^^and theii €^WH^ K^lji&d, Proiiaimini is jiln^^^ 
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^ n ofwirathe isy andConkmtion is'<iklfa Royal Ceremomi.^ Ai <Ts^hc* OaA 

he ,take?, or fcould .take at .it, only a Royal Ceremcwjy iool? .^epfy^^ 

Tljat^so^fy^aCi^flmfanH^ does, oblige^ the Cvf^ci^, btU.^ho 

can .oblige, him to it^ or caJl him to an Account for it ? A.i I think its never 

to be/ omitted S For that's aUthe Security.we can have for aUj^ 

Valuable Interefts.; and-cfxcept Security be giveafdf RdUgion ^ tSf 

bertiesy, fof ' my^ 6wn part, '1 virould never give my Conilerit if reqil^^ 

$*afl^vei ^biriiffito is dnoiigh for me. Reply, No Limitations are to he fm 

h-Xirigs i '' they are'GOlfs fQiegtr^nti ? - A. And GOD hath rcftriflied all 

his' Vicegerents in the Word, (tc. Rom. 13. &c^ Reply, Tou/owti Kilig 

lames thefevemh to be G&D's Vicegereitt ? A. Let him be'inade Kii^ 

nrft byhis fdlejpin Inauguration, . on \ .Terms .confiftent ,with ReKgion 

and Liberties. Rcply^ Totifpeak vfinuAang Kingt i thafsmt ri^*, A. Its 

a Scripture Exproffion, I hope Scripture is no Treifpn yet.. XepIy,Mi 

' God forbid ; btH where find you it in Scripture i A. In that both Saul and 

l>avid were made Kings. K^^iiyjT'hat wai^not in Hereditarie Spcc(0on ; 

yh^n it came to that fheydidnotfo? A. Yes, even then too; asioK^Ao- 

*i^(?/iw's cafe;, they wo aid enter in Terrn^ with him firft, and fo in Ja% 

XJTci Reply, / ard forrie for you. > And then made folemn Proteftations 

lie would never wrong- me, but thefe v/ere dangerous things :- Then 

fiidihe worideted that^ Min that had fecn fo much of the World[ flioul^ 

entertain fudi Notions .'^ A^ I have feen nothing in the World, that 

- needs to mafe^ me loth to part with it, when it comes in Competition 
with Truth? Replyed, What is Truth ? are fuch things neee^arje for ^'^ 
l*uation ? ' A. No, hoc ^$ Fundamentals : . Bat it may be neceflary for 
my "Salvation, hot to' g* againfc what Meafure of Light the LORD 
fjath given me, '«s Ij^thefe things:Replyed, T'hat's like a Qaaket, to make 

«. ^Confcience the kul^» ^^A. I make it not the Rule Rulpfig^-x\\Qi\x^\i it be the 
Rule rutedy.l wpukl*; regulate it.by Scripture. Replyed, Thefe are only 
' Circumfiantials in Religion not to be fuffered for ? A. Are only Fundanoien-^ 
tals to b6 Offered for ?~ I thoueht every Trtith or Duty fliouldbc 
preferred to all things we can lofs^for them ; . and as for Cjircumftaatials 
ia Religion, I do not know what you call fo, except they be in things 
indifferent^ cwbich we are not faking about. Seycjtal oihti things p^- 

- fed, as about my being at 5o<imj^/,wJiich he folemnly Pfdtefted he would 
never rei^eal. ButI anfwceeditmuft beproved, I remember; tasked^ 

Mf he came ' by ^ Order to Examipe me; No, faid he; with the fame 
Afleveifations, -^ut thachexame yolantarily,tp Confer with andinfbrfa 
k' me. Before he haddtoe^Mr.:(?ai'</(ai theClerkofthe Jufticiary^^ 
' ' ^ and woirid refume the D.icourfeJ told faim I waTnpi; irce to Difcourie 

;iaanK^^g» but jfn 7/^^ In th^ ^eau Time;, I sememl^er one came in^ 

' and 
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isd' told toe Chi^Name wz^Can^fM) I might tell him 'any thiig, and 
Mj acquaint him^ whetherfl was SLtfBothwil or not. I could fay no*- 
diiDg, bat Laugh at his impertinency. Then he fell upon the Head of 
JkknRvc Arms, which they firft granted was Lawful againft all but 
ik Kin^;- yet in profccutihg of it, I had the ConcefBon of borii the 
Ckrks» that in fome cafes it was Lawful for a Man to defend himfelf 
againft the King, when coming to Kill him with his own Hard. Then 
dxy fell upon RiMouMcmg the Declaratiinij which I told I behoved to fee 
ftft, before I could fay any thing to it. Then the Clerk GarihKi tJold 
me he bad the Opinion of the Lords, that if I would not anfwer to it 
ttpon Oath, I (hould Die, and that was Law enough for I had put him 
inmiad, that he could not fmd an Aft of Parliament for it, the other 
fhy^ fo they departed. 

Thereafter I was much troubled and tempted with my Relations, 
wlio kept me there in th« Hall till I was called about Twelve a Clock, 
Che Good-man of the Tolbooth being alfo prefent i I was told, no^ 
duBg would be put to me that Day, but the Declaration, and there^ 
fere they urged me to Sign a Petition to Sir Ge&rge AtkenxAe for a De- 
lay, and a Sight of the Paper, which I would in noways-condefcend un^ 
to ; but after being tempted with many importunities 1 wrote to him 
tothcEflfefl: following^ 

MTLordj having very little Timej in this hafte and hurrie, fa ddiberme 
ufcn a Matter ofjiieh Ccnfequencey as that new imumbem t^m me^y 
to give my Sentiments about that Declaration ; A^d having only 
fien the Kings Proctamation abom it, I do humbtie conceive it would bemueh 
nme fatisfaBoryj and contributing to my clearing to Jee the Pafer itfilf: 
Ji^cb I do defire^ and 'time to con^der it. 

AtConclu£on of this Line, I was called prefently before the J^iflid'^ 
^, who began to tell me, I had now received extraordinary Favoucs^ 
w TDMt time than ever was allowed any, andProteBcd ( ^1 of them 
O^cakiag) they vsouldbe as tender of my Bhod as of their Souiu I anfwsred^ 
idefired to be tender of it too; but there was other, interefis moreva- 
koUe, COfnfcience and Duty ,- Then they proceeded to ask. Q^Wdl 
fmdifovM that Dedaratienf imdyouJbaUbe Liberate prefintlie- A. /candiG^ 
e«m nothmg iirplicitly before 1 fee it, and underfland it. Rep. Teuiaat 
kdit tv tof^er ufen. A* /liave not had it^ /have had the Proclama*- 
don about it, bat not it felf. ^ts mt that enough i A. No, it fpeaks 
if a Treafbnable Declavasion i but tluis is only a Narrative of fiich a 
kCattcr of Faid:,but the impliciteFaith of this cannot be a fuffidentSalrc 
x> my Confcietice, to difown it, before I fee it. Q^ Will you taheth^ 
imi there mfert in the vmdsjiearuiifiich aft^t Tlhsrym abknt fuck Pofi^ 
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torn of Ajfajjinations and declaring War ? A. My Lords, I will make this 

Overture ; That if a War be declared, in the Senfc related in the Prd^- 

clamation or upoti, fuch Principles, and bearing fuch inferences thene 

fpecified, I do difown it. Repl. Jtisfatisfaiiory. IVittjou therefore tiJi^ 

the Oath in the Proclamation in thefe Terms ? A. No : I muft {te the: 

thing it felf firft. Then Orders were given to the Clerk to read it di- 

Ainftly, who read it from the Beginning to the End, and fome of it £ 

caufed him to read twice over. When it was done, then it was asked^ 

Ji^at do you think of it now? -^..Itfecras to be emitted by a Party in 

-great Calamity and Diftrefs, by Oppreflion and rigorous Profecution of 

£aws, and putting an Aw upon their Informers, by threatning to ^ 

-upon fuch Methods, which they think are the only Means they have to 

defend themfelves. I do not think. That it imports fuch things as are 

xeprefented in the Proclamation. They declare they abhore Aflaffinationis, 

;and all perft)nal Attempts upon any. They fpeak of the Defence of their 

Heligion, Lives and Liberties ; and they declare for a refolved adherence 

to all former Faithful Declarations : / cannot difown all thefe, /cannot 

clifown the Covenant and Work of Reformation, it fpeaks of it. / will 

A^ver difown thefe Principles^ Then there was a Noife in the Houfe, 

mamy crying out, he is a Gone-Man : Yea, the yufiice General rofe up 

and&id, IVe will Speak no more to him. The Advocat faid, IVe will not 

bid pu difown thefe Principles ;. Remttmce it only IN SO FAR AS, de* 

glares Wary and ajferts it lai^lto Kill i^^ttfefkyed by the King in his Service^ 

A* 1 cannot "difown the .Declaration : I lee no mch things in it. RepL 

We will not bid you difown theDeclarationr^Difown it onlylN SO FAR AS,it 

declares War againfi the King^ And affens it lawful to killj &c. A. That's 

the Scope of the whole, to adhere to former Declarations, and to treat 

and repute as Enemies aU that ilreach forth their Hand againft them, or 

are their engaged Oppofers, Repl. We will mt. meddle with what is the 

Scope of itJI^llyDU ab/haSthyfrom the Declaration ^difown IN SO FAR AS, it 

declares fuch things? A. 1 will abftradly .from the Declaration difown 

. allPapersj that declare fuch things as the Proclamation difcharges. Repl. 

Then you mufitake the Oath in tha^ Proclamation. Ac which I was filent, 

only! was going to lay, Inthat Senfe. Then they told me. They would 

ive me one Day more to confider upon it, and be well advifed. Then 

lirC^. ATkemae asked the Keepers there prefent, where I lay in the Pri* 

fon? It was anfwered, in the Iron-Houfc. It is the worfe of that, faid 

he. We will lend him to the Indulged Maiifters, among honeft Men 

and good Company. When they diiiniiled, feveral of the Lords fpoke to 

joe, ^d bad me be tender of my Life, take Advice : The Advocate^ 

iaii 2hey^ is a Man that can give a good Advifii^« Then faid Six George 
/> - - & b ^^^^ 
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hiinfelf, Mr. Shields, if you Aefire it, lam^illii^ to cotfer with yoUjimeii. 
you pteafe you Jhall he fern for* I anfwercd, I am at command, being* a 
Priloner, when he pleafes I will come. So I was taken to the wefferh : 
Gallery in the Tolbooth. Here I was beginning to Aide, and look o- 
ver the Precipice, which the Day following was punifhed with a Slip, 
and being left to follow my Look, I had forgot the Danger of my too 
near Approach formerly, by nibbling af Equivocations, and enfnaring 
Shifts, and feeking Advifements ;'a' fhameful thing in a refolved Sufferer. 
And now I reaped the Fruits of thefe further involvements in Tamperings 
with them. Yet O how tender was the LORD, and compaffionate in e- 
vcry Step of his Condud ? / can never enough admire and celebrate his 
Mercy, both in preventing my Precipitations , in reftraining mc from 
running the full Career of a bafe Complyance, in bridling Mens Cruelty, 
and fparing my Life. The fudden Haite of my Call down to the Hall 
in the Morning, as it occafioned my Confufions, and expofed me to Ten- 
tations unarmed; for /had not Time to put on my Armour that Mor- 
ning, having fcarce Leifure to commend my felf to my Captain's Con- 
duft by Prayer, notexpefting to be called upon fo foon; but this wa$ 
my Sin, and what followed was the juft Punifhment of that Omiflion ; 
fo / Ihould have prevented the Dawning, and by times hav€;*takeit war- . 
ning; for it was no Surprifal : So it contributed to the faving of ifty -; • 
Life, in all Appearance ,• for if / had had Time to have prepared my 
felf as / intended, and taken thofe Refkftions, / had noted on the Mar- 
gin of the Proclamation, before declared, in all Probability / would 
nave incenied their Fury into a more defperate Conclufion ; but /thought 
2tterwards, and do think ftill, it was a Forgetfulnefs prejudicial to my 
Peace, tho' in Appearance, contributing to my Prefervation ; for it might 
have precluded and prevented the fad Sins and Snares, that / afterwards 
fell into ,- but the LORD would have me humbled : But upon the pro- 
ceeding Conference, /refleded, i/?. That my freedom with Sir Witliam 
Patefon in fuch Circumftances, upon fuch flender Grounds of Confi- 
dence as his A;fleverations,or fuppofed Generofity, cannot be juftified 
from filly arid imprudent Credulity ; nor 'on the other Hand compared 
therewith, my (hifts and quibles before the J ifticiary, be purged from 
fainting-unfeithflilnefs and ir-rcfolution. Bat the Caufe of them was, 
that I never took the Right Profjped: of them, nor looked upon them un- 
dtt a Right Notion, as ftated there in oppofition to Christ, and only 
confuBfw^to Irring a Man down from his Excellency ; which is a great ad- 
Vai!itsg?:jror a Sufterer to have and bear m Mind 5 for that only will moft 
cffeftually reftrain him from Tampering with thdm,and from Entertain- 
ing or Profeciiting any Difcourle,but what is fuitable to Speak to Christ's 

Ewmies. 2. I cannot but refleft on my filly F^iis. Hjockvs>>oci^ xV^^x^-^^^^ 

G 2 ^^^-is^.^ 
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plyable to imr Friends impertroetit Importunities^ Involving meinto tlut ; 

A4dreis ^o Sir G^argp Mackentte, for a lifting delay, under the p^teocc * 

of w^nt ofi4U:i$fa(^ion and cleaning, which was but a difingenuous Fr^va* . 

ricadt]^ and a prc^nding a doubt^where there was aooei a^ beiides it 

'was ^Mi^ded over with ilattery, giyiag bimthe Title of my Lord^m Ho- 

lUHHT^s unuiual to bin, as a Jewel cm a Sow's Snoutibeing only acquired . 

fcH: his fervif\g a Wicked Intercft. This was the iirft tine I had oUed ! 

him ib,which afteEwa£ds became habitual tome; yet aU this flattering ^nd ; 

p^varicaiing did not avails for the deficc was not r ranted, being Icarce 

delivered^ b^re I appeared at Courts and then I behoved to give my 

Thou^ts as they came in readinefs. Howe\^r, I got here fome Expe- 

ri^no&y of the ganger and Hurt c^ Friends infinuatioas and prepoftetous 

sOScioiifheis, ^o' proceeding out of Love, which oftentimes puts a 

Biind on Confcienc;^;; and from this I have been fometimes made to 

dei^, ^at if erer I were again brought ou fuch a Tryalj I were fork- 

Jkea of my FricndSi and were left altogether on CHRlST's Hands, for 

(that w^r^ a great Advantage. 3. I was hooked withthat Gv^rtOrel 

nu^le, ^f di^wning thaiKDeclaration^upon that Siippoiiiion, 7fm if it M 

'COfip4if^0mb Primipks) m4. might har*fuch Inferences , eis are infer ted in the 

PrQclanumm^-wouid difmrh it i which did exceedingly anim,ate .their hopes 

tof previailing and enveigling me further, which accordingly did lucceed 

JLt's Dangerous to hearken to their Overtures ; but far more hurtful and 

hate&l to pFopoundOvertures to them; for they interprei: it a ceding and 

givii^Xkouni; and when they fee a Man b^inning to yeild, then they 

wiU not iUck to be very condefcending, and feemingto accept of a little 

. at firft, that they may draw him on to more, like cumiing Anglcrs/ome 

vtimes recoyling back the well baited and busked Hook, to invite the Poor 

^ unwary Fifli to Purfue, and fometim^ letting it run away with the Hook, 

when it begins to bite kindly, fo. dealt thecu itiing Hookfters with mc 

The.£rft Motioaof the Overture was declared Satisfadory, andinterpre- 

t«ed an indired Approbation of thfeir Proclamation, and a difowning of 

rcvery thing Contjrilidory thereto.; which I thiftk. imieed followed very 

^confequeotly ; .fortho^ir may befuftaiiiedin the Abiirad, that we aiav 

r& muft renounce fuchDeclaration$,founded onPrinc pies incpiififtent with 

^Government, and bearing fuch Iqferejnices,9s are fpecified in that Ptocla-* 

mation ; yet in the Gwilcrei:>confiderir^ ,what they mean by Qovemment, 

and what toti of a. Society that i^, the fecurity whereof is infrinjed by 

that Declaration, and >^hat i^.t;he ioQpci ^tbe N^rcatiyc^ avq^u^ing 

of a Paper, contradidory thsteno, mm b^ in fi^ lar a taci^ AppfOp^a 

t of that Proclamatioa?, Beiidfis, what gained/ by th« Overture? Or what 

.couldfi exped by it^ if it wer&not to ftt^jk .Ci£4nk thsw MQadiSi» a 
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baff dlcfigft rtnd not fucccedingi 4. I obfervc from that Charaft^r, thcjr 
^W tP^tb? Indulged Minift(er8; to whogi.they fenc owto be JDtocumcnt- 

ed in. their Conrt-Principies^ Jnak^ng ule of them as their Clerks, ift 
That by their own Confcffion, they Opprefs and Imprifon fome Honefi 
Mett^nd naellPrmipkd : Next, we fee who arcJ%»^y?A4iw imtheir Reckon- 
ing, who will fervc their defigns, which is no great CredrtctO the Indvilg- 
ddyto get fucb Praife from their Mouth upon foch an accdbht. 

When 1 came into the Room where the Indulged were^ >A/^told them . , 
how I was fent there to be Documented ; and accordingly, iafter a little 
Rcfreibnicnt, they Bs\\ to thei ' Task, and Difcourfed as Loyally as Learn- 
edly npc» the ,^jMf/?«w of Authority and upon the Ahjuratimy veryi&arneft- 
ly predOSng the takri^ of it, alkdging that it was not a difowning^ of the 
Declaration ShnpBtiter ^hxxt ovlySectmdum quid, Viov FormaUy^vitCondiftonalljiy 
taking and confounding, .jfiSr SO F-iiR AS, Por IF SO BE ,that it was 
only a declaring or Abhorring of Murdering Principles, which no Chrifti- 
an could refafe;; ind as for declaring War againft the King, they faid, 
this was always denycd by Presbyterians, that ever they declared War 
againft.the King, bat only for Defence pf their Lives and Liberties, &c. 
Neither would it infer a renouncing all Declarations againft the King 
( which I obferved ).but only this, bifofar, &c. What fad and various 
Difputes, Snares and Tentations, /had among them, and how grievous 
and wounding to mySpirit, I cannot find Words to exprefs ; however at 
Night / had fome Breathing, and continued moft part of it Waking, and 
Tlunkingand Refolving, and crying,asJcouldwinatit, to be refolved, 
what to do next Day* 

Mj Ihird Appeflrance before the Jufikiary, in v^hich J took the Oathitf 
Abjuration, yi^xch 26th. i6«y. 

NOWrthe Day came of my fatal Fall, thejuft dcfert.of my former 
Blind and Bold Approaches, to the Brink of thefe Pre- 
.cipices, which;,! had been looking. over before,and now was left 
to follow my Look. JMhall not go, about to; make any Apology for my 
Foolr{h Faintnefs ,' only adoring the LORD's Mercy and Tendernefs, 
that! did not break mv Neck: Ifliall give a true, fhort and impartial 
Account pf the way, of it, making, it neither better nor worfe, than it 
wasiaMatter.ofFaa. XheNiglit before, among many other Roviogs, 
whidikept me waking aUNight aln^oft,.! feUaSl^cp with.a,?Lcfolutt^ 
on, rfiat ,( jjfe^t l^^fi^ing ) conceived and brought ibrth an unha|>py 
.Krthj, tte maiatainii^gof whichi did occafi^n thc,Jofs of my Integrity, 
which w^ this ; J cenfy^eredthat.the-Contefibptwipct arid 

• Jjac tjie preceedmc Pay,was fpr m^ in fourrej^eifis, againft my felf^ they 

-[ficnw&tq.bsrefciyea.io /a«c we^godJasitwcotdejeimift^djjQt tpl» 
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faved by them- This I thought to be very ftranjgc, aftd thccefore in the 
Morning I began to think on aScnfe of Accommodation, taking the Words 
abflraftly, not to difown the Declaration at all (as I bribed my felf 
to think ) but only that pretended one, fpecifying fuch Afl'ertions, the 
Minut of which J drew up m thefc Words, and at my Appearance, gave 
itin, inthis Form- . 

My LordSjil^a as feriouf and mature Deliberation, 06 my dif.rdered Mind 
could be eafaUe of^ inthishunif andfu'prife; Confultmg both the Declaration 
it felfy that I am commanded to give my Infignijicant Sentiments of, and confuh-* 
ing His Ma}efiys Proclamation^ to find out that vihkh is uffc'five to your Lor d^ 
jhfpsinity advifingal/b with.the Opinion of the Lords of the Council and Sejjion, 
upon refufing to jin fiver when queflio^^ed about it : T'he rejuh of my T'houghts isj 
in theSincerity of an unfeignedCoijfcieixeyand in the fear oj GOD^hat I do abhor 
renounce and difuwn that and all other Declaratious^YH SO FAR. AS, that^ 
or they do declare War agatfifl the Ktdg exprefly4> p^opofedly or defignedly, and 
aJJertSy that it is lawful to Kill all that are tmployed by His Majeflyj or any 
becaufefo iniployed in Churchy State, A>my or Country. Thus I thought to 
iblvc the Matter by a quibble and nice Diftindion, thmking that the 
Words might bear fuch aCon{lrudion,and that this was not a difowning 
of that;norno Declaration whichever I faw,(faveone uf their pretend- 
ing)nor that neither,but only IN SO FAR AS, or IF SO BE, it import 
fuch things, as I was Schooled, to confound thcfe very ditferent Expret- 
fioris by the Indulged ,• for that Declaration /was required to Abjure as / 
took it, does not declare Waragainft the King exprefly, purpofedly ard 
defignedly as King, but only againft Charles Stuart y by them declared to 
be no King, who let forth the Declaration ; neither did ever any de- 
clare War againft the King, whom they Protefledly owned both as their 
Kitig and their Enemy, in To doing as Kine ; neither did / ever hear of 
any that did aflert it lawful to Kill all employed in his Service, becaufe fo 
imployed ,• this did imiuce me to think the Matter abftraftly lawful, 
and fo I went on with this Device, (Tarrying the ^inut along with me. 
Thereafter about Twefvie of the Clock this Da v March the i6th. I vrsiS 
carried before the Jufticiary. When ' I cartie there, I found *a Sick-man 
Pannelled before me, who took the Okth oi Abjuration zxi6. Allegiance 0^ 
Then theLords all pointed with the Finger at me,?aying,2o« fee what this 
Poor Honeji Man does^to they fet him at Liberty : Then the Advocat com- 
ing in, faid to me, ^Nm" there was no other Evafionfor me, M to Anfwer. 
I anfwered, I had but cine Inteireft in the World \tk next' my Life, that 
was the freedom of my'Thoughts ; but wheti that comes in Competition 
with Life,then / muft Surrender the one to prefcrve the other ; biit there 

is one yet, which Yprefcr to both, that is Confcwnc^ i -toYtcferve which 

inviol- 
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inviolable, I muft both have Under ftanding my felf, and there muft be 

-a good Underftanding betwixt your Lordfliips and me, in the thing im- 

pofed upon me ; and therefore left I Ihould Hefitate in the Words, be-; 

caufel have not a Faculty .of prompt fpeaking, I do give in the Senfe, in 

which I will Sub/cribe to that Oath iij* the Proclamiation ; and.fo gave 

in the'forefaid Minut; When they Read it, they faid it was Satisfadory, 

and. fo they gave it about from Hand to Hand, and then required me to 

hold up my Hand. I anfwered, I did not fay I would Swear, there is 

a difference betwixt Abjuring and Renouncing. They Replyed, . TlSwy 

<m/dcome no loxverdowKy I muft do thaty or be reputed Guilty y I an(wered, 

I could not Swear in that manner, I feui heard the other Man do, :/or 

then I muft follow in Sufpence the Manududion of the Clerk, who might 

put in Words, that/iX)uld not admit of! Then they toki me they would 

write it down to mp, which they did in this maimer ; J do Abjure, Re- 

^ujice and Abhor, fhas Traiterous and Treafonable Paper, called the Apol(h . 

gettaal Declardtm, info far 4^ it declares l^ar againft the. King, ' and dffextjs, 

i)c^ I anfwered, I would not Siibfcribe that. Then faid they, whatvall 

yc>ui do then? /anfwered, let me fee the Proclamation, which done,then 

faici /, write thefe Words out of it, / do Abhor e. Renounce and Difown in 

the J^refence of GOD, that pretended Declaration, in fofar as it declares ar 

<%^iriji the King; andAfferts, that it^s lawful to Kill alhimployed by Him in 

Cbz^crch, State, Army or Country; which was done by the Clerk, and 

prefented to me with a Pen. Then Protefting it might not be conftru^- 

ci in any other Senfe, than the Genuine meaning of the Words I ha4 

delivered in the above written Minut, /did SubfcTxbe it and Swear it.That 

which did induce me to it was, th^t they gave it in my own meaning. 

A.ft:er /had done. One that fate next, faid to me, I had done like a GentQ- 

I w^n^ which Words gave my Heart a knelJ, and /anfwered very coniound- 

cdly^P/have not. done like a Chriftian too,it is all wrong.Yes faid he like a 

Chriftian too.Thereafter I pleaded for myLiberty, according to theirPro- 

^ife. They replyed,/ wod fee now for tham^^hey had no more to do with nu; 

^»f lua& the Councils irifofier ftrll.Thtn when all was done^/Proivikdjthat 

this which / had done raigiit not b^ reckoned a Comply ance for Fear 

1^ my Ljfe , but in vam , then / was fent back to my old ( now more 

«^ ever weary ) Prifon, and taken to the Wfcftern Gallery. My rer 

*^ting ofthiis tcol^fli, . uniaithful and n^fhonourable Step of Comply*- 

*ncc, to diflionourable to CHRIST, a^d derogatory to the Day's Tefti- 

^pny, io Contradiftory to the many reiterated Conrcffions of Chrift's 

^^thy,tliO' Poor and Dtfp.fed Witnelfes, Scalea by their Blgod and^ 

wnds, anc Baniftments s io contrary to my fornier Rclolunons and 6X7 

pttiiul Purf ofcs, yea, and Admoruwjns and Exhoiutions to othcts^tss.- 
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ver to Bargainor blaekiPaper with thdkaccurred i^urdcrers,. fo' cnc«t. 

raging and gratifying to the Enemies^ fo^ hardening to Backflidiag &^ 

-^Yen, loofltnfiyetathd Geoeatioi^ x)f the Rigtoebus^ io;:8tMnifcImgjto 

f all J / fannot find words to expr^fs, nw Groans to bemoan iii : lyWbidi 

eotbfiderhi^imy^&ei^dapres after bitter Remorfe; into &d flips lafiteo^ 

wa^Sjteaves fuch a Stain i^on my Profeflion, as a Strffeirer for CaixsT, 

that t cannot mpe off, and iucli^ Sting ujpron my Confcience^ that Ifliall 

!rieV€r weep out. O how vwi&I thusJcftofGOD m fbqh Darkoeft 

Arid Confoli<!)n, that I. now think i I have been derived 6f ReaHbn as 

i well iS' Cot^dence, iii« (Aeafing add bikding^ my feltwkhiUch Noh^cfrr 

' fidai Kotibns and qmbling EyjGfions to mode; GOD, deceive j die Eoe- 

my,, and deludes my {^i I wondor- bow X could be iatisfied with dut 

liii^oly diftinguiflimg, beJC^ittdifivirnkg^hat De^lamt^i^reqtimi io itAt^ 

jfifreAy and thMfretimbd ^^ Jpifijfkig fueh Actions* For tfao' alltfadfe 

Aifertkms carniot be faftened ugpon- that J^ci$gitiiicld Dec^arMt^n^- but it is 

'Evident it is Intidioufly Miirepr^^cnted ^ y^etthat ^me istfae'preteBded 

-eiie^ which they require to beAbjuii^, mp far 4^W affem fiui ^ngt\ 

^hidi is not a Suppofition, nor yet a^iimple ReftriAion, zs they would 

five it Out. But an Aflertion that fiich things are indeed imported in it^ 
or if it mi^ht p^i^ current under that Notion, as a Suppofition, 
^-A^ being Equivalent to /F*SO ^i:,^- then under that Sdpbiitical pre*- 
-'tfektjl might Renounce the Covenant, nay,' the moft indicated, Confef^r 
^n or Dilatation that^ ever wi^, in fo far. ag it contains fiicfa things ; 
^nd fo this Equivocate might ehide all Teftimonies whatifeettr, and 
all l^tevatications might be hdtieby juftified ,• yet t^is was the Senfe^of 
l!i^y j^ched Aceommodations, whi<h mybafeFeacs and carnal Hopea^ 
dM m^ xikt t<^ mak^, which ib&tuMion was the juftj»«rard of m^ be^- 
^aki^' ^y fetf to that Concdt of Wit, rather than dependihg on the 
LOj^y^'^ Coui^&l, aird the D(4^ates of a JR^kidant Gonfcience;. Q 
-ik^ I, and ^ fu^h Forgers of Acconsmodatipns witb fiich a Fasty, in 
iviamfs of Confeiena^ mskght t^ wactitng ft:dmthisftA*the Fumrel I 
lee not how any AccommiMations can bi^ Cotidefcenc^d upon, i€ we 
l^ve fightTlvoogfets oftheFfim^- with whom they: aic to beuttaxle, there 
can tne fio Oc)iafei^tioiis Tr^»3(^io^ them,- Ibr itiis plain Co^^ 

that a^ u0t blinded with i^niomioe, or Fartiatky) Qra.judicialStDoak^ 
thai: tiiey aie fni^ ^ns ^^HfmSt^s^emnoi be't^nmvh Hmis^ or by die 
fli^ in any B^gain / \m the Mm i/hu-^ mi&h ^mim^ma& teftmei 
mAth Ir6n^ftfeSt^^ h S^ear* Or if we refte<S^«kpon the Maoeir upon 
vlHoh thef^ Accommodations iaie to be <^^, or aooepcedy theycao- 
not be fodg^ to be capable of any Accommodiacioii ; tac tfaey^ ^ms nm 
things npdn^w^i^b wtePmay^oms^MM^gaat^^Mir Oifcretini^ tssm maf 
do with our own ParticularS;^or with Problems to be Pifputed, or with 

Ambi- 
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i[uous ProDofitions capable of different Senfes ; but Matters fo an d 
Circumitantiate as do require the pofitive determined Judgment of 
the Confcicnce, Concerns ofTruth and Fallhood, Duty and Sin^whic h 
cannot admit of AccommodatiDu, or Diipenfation, or Refervation, or 
any other Senfe^thah the Impofers, and they that State their Inquifition 
about- fuch things do own, and are oblervedly known to have and 
maintain about them ; Othcrwife all other Forged Accommodations 
are but tampering Tricks, jugling with Juglers,. deceiving the Deceiv- 
ers, in fuch a wav as does not well confiu with the Simplicity of the 
Gofpcl, or the Dove's Innocencic : Neither will they be fo eafily decei- 
vedjlor they will readily yeild to Accommodations, or any tolerableSenfc 
that we can put upon their Snares,for they reckon that a yeilding in part, 
and are glad to find us fo far juflifying their Afts and Impofitions, as by 
ourofier prafliically to declare they may bear a good fenfe ; and they will 
come many ways to our Hand to get us hooked fo. But next. As to'that 
Non-fenfical Accommodation,which I tendered to you, in my Minute a-r 
bove fpecificd, I cannot refileftupon it without Shame and Sorrow, for 
it was Stuffed with many Abfurdities. ifl. It exceedingly aggravates the 
Sin of that Complyance that I declare therein. That I did it with Serious and 
Mature Deliberation^ or as feriom as my difordered Mind was capable of. 
What? Did I not think ir enough to comply out of Fear or other Per- 
wajGon in the Speat of Tentation,but do it deliberately, and not only do 
itdcliberately,but declare andAttefl foSolemnly myDeliberation .-what 
horrid heightof Hainoufhefs does that amount to ? idfyylt does not a lit- 
^^ ^ggrege it,that I (zy fionfulting that Declaration it felfj difowned and Re- 
^^nced itJNSO FAR AS, &c. And which was not only more than they 
l^^med to bid me do the former Day,but plainly contrary to what I faid 
before them, I would not do, and which can nfever be done in Confci- 
^ce. idly, I think it a bafenefs of the highefl degree, that I confef&d that 
*did it out of ReffeEl to his MajeBys Proclamation, to find out that which wat 
W^nfiye to their Lord/hips in the Declaration, which hath a Mafs of wicked- 
^efs in it. For therein by that Expreffion I gave them to underfland, that 
i approved of their wicked Proclamation and had refpcd to it, and that 
* jucgeid the Narrative thereof a true Reprefentation of that Declaration^ 
V^hicn I always 'before denyed ; -and that I difowned. Renounced, and 
Abjured every thing in the Declaration offenfive to them, that's no Icfi 
than the whole of it'; and fo the Covenants,and the Work of Refornaa- 
tion,and all the f eftinionies of CHRIST's Worthies with one Blafphe- 
mous Breath. Odreadful to conceive ! ^ly, I cannot but deteft thatmoft 
BtutiiBi Cowardice, when I fay, /renounced it ufon advi/ing with the Ofint- 
§n ofth$ Lmii' of'theXouncilarid ^eOJon^about refufing tQ mjvier i This was 



a dcdaring, th^l wis infticnccd by a fegard to their Opffiioft ttdFeaf 
<tfi>cath, Whidi wasa deh1)ferat^ieeki^ ^jblaVfe niy Life; t^ithoJut Rcr 
fofeft tcf CotikkiHity and alto a Vbluntary and ddlfteme abkhdttning of 
rtfat Privil^dgc ofthe Liberty of Tiiottght^ Opitiibn. 5^; tt 

docs cxteedingly aggtarate the Sixiytidt Ip^n^n^dSimeiity^antmfei^^ 
Ccnfcimcy intM Ptor c/ GOD J will not fay,* tut whrft I didf was accord- 
ing to the Scntiinettt of a Blinded and Bribed Cotifcience for the Time, 
wSeri 1 firffeted it^ felf to be Cheated Widi the Sophiftry of the, ihare; 
but all the Sincerity of it ferVeS only to make it a fihcerely pretended finj 
and to make a pretext of the Fear of GOD, is bat a Horrid Lie, and a 
dreadful mocking of GOD, for if I had that^^rincipally influencing me, 
I Ihould have been more reftrained from that Complyance. eJy^ The 
Senfe I put upon the OzthyDifoxmngy Remumng and alhorrmg,that &.'all 
PtherD^c/ar/nionsylN' SO FAR AS, that yOr they do JkclarefVar agamfi the King 
^x^efly^fuffefedly W defignedlyy &c. Is either Non-fence,Or an abominable 
Prevarication; for ifit have any fenfe,it Condemns not only the Declara- 
tion uponthe' Heads whereupon its Honefly and'Faithfulnefs chiefly co'n- 
fiftsj but all other moft Hoiieft^ and Honourable Declarations that have 
been made and emitted by out Worthy and Renowned Anceflors,and by 
our Worthies in our own Time, who have Forinally, Avpwedly 2 nd ex- 
plicit!^ or exprelly, purpofedly and defignedly declared their Ofpofiti- 
6nto Tyranny and Tyrants, and their Lawful and Laudable Delign, to 
Reprefs,J[>epreR,and Supprefs them,by all the Ways and Means that GOD 
ind Nature, and the Laws of Nations allow ; . where they did iffo jure 
Depofe and jsxauterate themfelves from all Rule, or Privilege, or Prero- 

fative of Kukrs, arid became no more GOD's Mnifiersy but Beelz^eluFi 
Ice-geremsy and Moniters to be exterminated out of the Society of Man- 
kinc),^he honefieft of all our Dilatations of Defenfive War, liave always 
run in this Strain, and others innnuating^ more Prepofterous Loyalty have 
bceft jttflly Taxed for. Aflertin^ the Intere/l of the Tyrant, thegreateft 
Enemy ot the D€clarers,and principal Obje&ofthe declared War; which 
Difingenuous juggling, and foifting in fiich Flattermg an(| falfifying Dif- 
traftions in the State of die Quarrel, hath rationally been thought one d 
the procttring Caufes and Occafions of' the' Difcomfiturc of our Appear- 
ances for the Work of GOD, ahd' lAhtxhUs of our ^Country. To all 
which I have given the Lie by hiy pitiful guibling ; Neither will thele 
poonfrnpty" pretended Precifions faive the Matter, That tfiat peckrati- 
^n doa tat ^tfarc War againfi the K^ng^nder thai ReduPtiedtion as their Kii^ 
im mts 4f^/Vyf Oiarles ^ewart, F6r i. Then 1 Subfcribedand Swarc to 
iLicinAbjttrtng it^ fo ?ar as it did declare ' a thing whi^hit did iK)t de- 
clare, jfih^thow; a^ Tht EttCwifes iifipolfe the AlijuriDg and difowiv 

ipg 
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ing of it^ E>lSOFAli 4^ it declares IVar a^ainfi their King^ who had txoae 

ojdtei: t)ut Qh0trksSteivairt'Si,tt\x^^ was the King in theirSenfe, 6c . 

anQath canrKK be taj^en it> Miy othe^ fenre^conT^adi^torytothelmpQiibrSt 
cvcd.dio' t^ them allowed, without an unjuIlifiableEquivocation, which 
I wa9 iiotK) ingcnuoas as to explain. 3. Tho' he had been Kmg, and 
had not qon^mitted fuqh ^b^ of Tyranny^ a$ x^ight habitually denonu-* 
nate him a. Tyraat^ and Forefeit his Kingfhip j yet to reprel!s his Arbi* 
trarioefs and mtolerable EnxKtnities, and to Kepel his unjuft Violence, 
and reduqc( bina to good Ckder, Subjefts at leaft for their own D^ence^ 
may dedare a War formally ^purpof^dly, e^prefly and deiSgnedly, againu: 
thdr owO acknowledged King^ tnis oueht not to be in fo far oifowned ; 
for thm all QUr Declarations emitted ouring the whole Timp of Profe- 
CQtiDg the R^fo^B«tiQQ,ia Qpppfition to our King, would be difown- 
ed ; and fo with oi;ie daih I have MJjybappily, tacitly and indiredly, and 
coDfequetitty^difowned the whok Work of Reformation, and the way of 
cadyiug it on. The other Evafion for the other Branch of it, is fuper- 
fluous& fenfelefs,!rAtf^ IcJ^hore it IN SO FARAS^t aJfertsitLavJifultoKill 
dl employed in the King's Service j becaufefo employed. For, i. It aflerts 
no fuch thing, neither for that Caufe or any other, but exprefly makes a 
Diftinftion between Perfoos under the Epithet of Bloody, Cruel, Mur- 
derers, dTr. and thcfe only. 2. The only Reafon of their declared intent 
of prolecuting thefe whom they threaten to bring to Condign Punifli- 
nicnt, is bpcaufe they are fo employed^by the Tyrant, in fuch Service as 
fliedding the Blood of innocents, and for their undertaking and follow- 
ing that employment, and fo that's the very Reafon for which they de- 
fave to be killed ; and therefore foolifli, impertinent and very abCurd to 
be alledged, as a. ^Qualification oftheSenfe of that impious Oiith. 

When next I take a Review of my Difcourfe before the Jufticiary, / 
think it like the Raving of a Man in an Ague, or rather like oiie defer ted 
of the LosLDt ; or like Pasr^s Difcourfe, as it may be fuppofcd, when b^ 
fat by the High Erie ff's Fire-fide ; how full of Impertinence aiid wwvorthy 
Juggles / fliewing, that many times when a Man forgoes his CooA^nce, 
he lofeth the ulfe of his Reaioa So it fared wit;b xa€. For i. I think 
the Pr$lq§ue of that Tragedy might have pr^.figni^ed to me, yrbat 
a fad Epilogue it fhould have, and foreihown what was like to.be the Iffue; 
for fore ii I had had my Wits about me, I mi^t have wifely difeerned 
viiat was the Doiign of itaging and bringing in that fick iAm. to take 
•thefe Oaths, oftipuDpofe to&ew xne an Exjdmfky imd tantalize jbbi^ with 
the Sight of ovh^ps iliberty, to nuke me bite t^e more eagerly ait jCJWt 
Hook. z. M my firft openiiig xsxy Mouth,^^ I made a great &ap to q^^^ 
way M^iihait followed ^ ior tho' I fooli&W pc9tenit!dLA<^v«2«^S!^^^* 

Ha ^^^^^^"^ 
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fcrving Confcience inviolable ; while in the mean time I was cheating 

and wounding it cruelly, yet I made a bafe and filly Surrender of a Pri- 
viledge, which I had aimai to plead for before; and which in my Cir- 
cumftances was prefeiable to my Life, on thcfc Terms, that was the Fre'i^ 
dom of myThoughtSy^hich there and then I voluntarily and profefledly aban-- 
doned. 3, My Averfation ifrom fwearing in theUfual Formality; I thought^ 
I had fome Keafon to objeft againft that Blind Implicite way, and my 
fcrupling the firft, from the Oath tendered to me, were nothing but the 
Struggling of a Burdened and Stifled Confcience, faintly thien whifpering, 
as it could get leave, what afterward it more loudly challenged : For 
the very Offer of Swearing ftartled me, it being the very firft Oath that 
ever I was required to take, at left, that ever I did fwear : And fwearing 
after* that manner, hand over-head, as it -^ere,^ rejpeating the Clerk*s words 
without knowing what, than iiif a manner fuitable to niat grave and holy 
Adion of Swearmg, with uplifted hands to the Moft High, ( I tremble 
to mention it) feemed yet more odious; and fwearing and fubfcribing 
tp that Form, as they gave at firft, feemed worft of all ; becaufe it was 
a clear Abjuration of that Declaration, as Traiterous and Treafonable, 
which I thought I would^ referve,and would not do,nor was not required 
to do, as I was made to believe ; But chiefly, becaufe I thought it was 
notfocongruoufly capable of thatSenfe and Accommodation, that I had 
devifed and given in to them, which the other Form feemed to admit ; 
tho' indeed when I reflefl: upon it more foberly and ferioufty,- 1 cannot 
fee how it can quadrate with it more than the other ; fot that pretend- 
ed Declaration infert in the Proclamation, and that which they callTrai- 
terous and Treafonable under the Exprefs Denomination of the Apo- 
Jogetical Declaration^^ lately afiixed upon the Church-Doors, is all one, 
and can noways be difiinguilhed : But its ufual for a guilty Son o£Adam^ 
to fow Fig-leaves. But when I look upon it in the Complex, under all 
its Fig-leaves, and all the Circumftances, Ceremonies, Senfes and Ac- 
commodations, Plaiftrings and Palliatings, wherewith it can be covered 
or coloured ; I am afhamed and confounded to look upon the fhameful 
and finful Nakedniefs of toat Step of uhjuftifiabte Complyance and De- 
fedibn, my taking, fwearing and fubfcribing that Abominable Oath of 
Abjuration. 

I might ag^avate my own Deed beyond the heinoufnefs of others 
taking of it, trom many particular Circumftances in my Complyance; tho' 
thefe wefc by me firft .intended as Extenuations, yet now appearing un- 
der a more hcllifli hew and cnmfon Tinfture, of a deeper Dve than i( I 
had fimply taken it without a Scruple; for all thefe Scruples, Debates and 

O/yaSwjJs agmft it, my Overtures and Propofals about it, my Accom- 
modation 
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modation and Senfe that I offered, ate all but fowl Fairdings of and Com- : 

pounding Tranfaftions, and pitiful Priggings for a Bafe Complyance: But 
/ have given fome DetedHon of my Sentiments of thefe already, I xhall 
content my felf at prefent in giving (ome general Hints, in difcovering the * 
Iniquity of the Oath it felf, which are weighting and wounding to me; ' 

I. Confidering the Party who fet forth that Declaration, whom the 
Proclamation reprefents fo odioufly and invidioufly, whom the Oath'im- 
pon\i obliges us to condemn, as fo reprefcnted ; as if they were Mam-* ' 
tamers of Murdering Principles, and Perpetrators of Affajfinatirig VtUanieSj ifH [ 
conjfjlent with Peace, or any good Governfmentj arid therefore to he exterminated ' 
and deflroyed out of the Land ; whom therefore they profecute and perfe- .' 
cute fo cruelly, to the Effufion of their Blood, under colour of Law- By 
mv taking this Oath, I have formally, under my unhappy hand, difown*-" '. 
ca and renounced them, and all Part or Intereft in them, or Society or- 
Sympathy with them, whom yet I know and believe are the Suffering * 
People of Gbi), more earneflly contending, witneffing, wreftling £cyt4he ' 
Faith, and Word of CHRIST'' s Patience, and have fuffered more for their; 
Adherence to the Covenanted Reformation of the Church of Scotland^ 
and for their Oppofition to all its Deformations and Dcfeftions, than 
any Party within the Land ; yet them have I rejefted as my Companions, . 
though with fome of them I have had fweat Company and Commflhi--'" 
on, in the Houfe of God> by abjuring and condemning their Deed," 
v/hich Duty and NeceflRty drove them to : Hereby I have prefumptuoufly 
taken upon me, to pafs a Judgment upon the Deed of my Brethren be- 
fore their murdering bloody Enemies, and that not a private difcretivc 
Judgment, but a publick definitive Sentencs^, in mv Capacity, by the 
moft Solemn Way of declaring it, that can be, by Oath and Subfcripti-* 
on under my Hand ; whereby I condemned all the fufferings of my Dear- 
Brethren, who fealed their Teftimony,in Oppofition to this Complyande,- 
with their Blood; and finifbed it with Honour and Toy, as foolifli and 
frivolous Profufion of their own Blood : Nay, as j:m and legally ihflift- 
cd and executed upon them, as Ribels of Murdering Principles and PraSiices; 
for this cannot be vindicated from a more than indirect juftifying 'of alV 
I^mdering Severity executed upon them. '■ : ■ •* 

2'. Confidering the Party impofing the Oath with fuch Rigoiir;* itidi 
profecuting theRefufer^ with fuch ravenous Rage, murdering arrtitor^ 
turing all who will rot comply with them, declaring a War more formal 
lyand explicitly againfl CwRiSTasKing, 'and all that will dare taafferC 
their Allegiance to Him, under an open difplayed Banner of Defianfee ol 
hiih and his, than ever Mortals durft efpoufe and avouch. TheTleatf 
of that treacherous and truculent Faftion, both he who was fitfl declar^ 
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apiiift in that Declaration, and he who hath by bloody and treacherous 
Wiirpation fucceededto him, being fuch a Monifler fpr Murdeif andMU- 
cHiei, Tyranny, Oppreffion, Perfidy, and Perjury, tji^t among, all the 
Nimrcds and Nero's that paft Ajges Can account, we cannot find a Paral-. 
lei,, by all Law, Pivine and Humane, incapable of GovernmcBit, or any 
Txuft, or fo much as Protefiion, or any Priviledge, but to be purfivrd 
by all as a common Enemy to Mankind, and Beau of Prey, and his Un- 
derlings and Agents and Complices devoted to his Luftand lervinghis. 
wicked Dcfigns in tiieir r^fpeftive Offices and Places ofiTruft under 
him, which bv his Nomination and fole Appointment, they have been 
erefted to, ana eftablilhed in, with the Stain and indelibl<; Charafter of 
Perjury, the onlv Qualification, and Caufafine qua non, of their being ca- 
pable of any Advancements, occupying by Ufurpation, Intrufion and 
violence the publick Places of Judicatory, and carrying all fo infolendy 
jmd arbitrarilv, and with fuch an Eflirontry of Wickednefs and Defeite of 
att Reafon, Religion or Juftice, that they cannot but be looked upon 
as the moft peftilent and peftiferous Plague, that ever pcftwred a People. 
By my taking of that Oath, by them projedted, as a Pefl toinfed Con- 
fciences with, and pervert them to wicked Truth-dcferting and Law- 
pervettiug Loyalty, and impofed as a Teft of our Complyance with 
them, ana coming off from that little Flock, whom they defign to de- 
vour and deflinate to Deftruftion ; I have in their own Efleem, as well 
as of the Generation of the Righteous, to their Satisfeftion and the o- 
thers Sorrow, really incorporate my felf with them, owned their ufurp* 
ed Power, as Judges to adminifter Oaths, given, them all the Obedience 
they required for the Time to their Authority, and all the Security 
they demanded for my Loyalty, approved all tlieir Preceedings in that 
Matter, and tranfaded, tampered and bargained with thefe Sons of Belial^ 
upon fuch diflionourable Terms, for a bale Fear of my filly Life, and 
thereby purchafcd a Right to that common Badge of their profefled and 
owned Friends, who ( upon taking that Oath ) have firom them a Pri- 
viledge and Allowance to travel and traffick, where and how they will, 
through the Country, denied to all other that want that Badge, / me^a 
the Pafsy or Teffijfcate they get from them thereupon, which is t^f 
Mark pf that *Sk«/^r Beafl of Tyranny, no lefs pernicious to the World, 
than Popery hath been to the Churchy and which is given to all the 
Takers of that Oath, as a Mark or Tejferoy that they are no Enemies tq 
the Government, as they call it : Now tho' I received not this ; yet / 
fa^d a Right to it, and /hould have got it a&ually, if i had been libe* 
rated. O bafe. and unworthy Livery for the fuffering Sons of Hon^ tliis 
pay to put on the Signature of the Society of her Devourers. 

3 Con- 



(5$) 
J. Confidcrmg that Apologetical Declaration ft felf, which is h befpat-^ 

tered and 'odiouuy Reprefented,and fo rigdroufly enjoyned to be Abjar^djfr 
but when I more narrowly look into it, and ponder and perpend thc'^ 
Purpofe and Scope of it, I can fee nothing that can be abjured Confcicn- 
tioufly in it, but the whole of it,kying afide Prejudice and Critical Ccnfb- 
rioufnefs, capable of a fair and acceptable Conftrudion. The Motives 
leading them to fet it forth, being only their defires and laudable Coa-^ 
fcientious endeavours to Profecute, and to fecure themfelves in th< 
Profecution of Holy commanded Duties, and tb keep up a ftandingTc-^ 
ftimony agairift the /nfolence of the Age, given up of GOD to lay out 
themfelves in promoving a Courfe of Prophanity and Perfecution, not- 
widiftanding of all their Viperous Threatnings ; their Meafures being 
none other, than the Commendable Precedents and Examples of ZeaP 
ous and Tender Hearted Cbriftians, who have done the like, and ouf 
National and Solemn Covenants lying with their binding force Indifpen- 
fably upon all of us, obliging us, to endeavour all that's there declaxcd^ 
as being bound for ever to have common Friends and Foes with our 
Covenanted Reformation ; to all which they declare, and avouch their 
refolved adherence, and their own former Declarations, difowning their 
Allegiance to, and the Authority of a Man, who had ipfojiire Forefault-^ 
ed all Authority,by his IntoUerable Tyranny,Perjury and Perfidious breach 
of Truft, repofed and devolved upon him by Covenant, and by his o-f 
verturtung all the Fundamental Conftitutions of the Government, perr 
verting, inverting, everting all Laws,all Liberties,allPri?iledges of Church 
and State, all Eftablifliments of our Covenanted Work of Reformation, 
all fecurities of our Life, or Enjoyments whatfoeverj ufurping to himfelf 
an Abfolute, Tyrannical, Civil Supremacy, inconfiftent with the Free- 
dom or Safety of the People, and a Monftrous, Blafphemous, Ecclefiafti- 
cal Supremacy, as formally Invading and Encroaching upon the Mediae 
tor^s R-erogative, as King of his Church, by him Exauftorated, as ever 
the Antichrift's Supremacy was. Upon which con{iderations,to endeavour 
Xo make good their Freedom, find Emancipation from that Yoke,which 
they had caftoff, they behoved to refolve upon a War defenfive agaihit 
him, and his Bloody Emiflaries j which being declared before, they 
only here Teftifie their unanimous Approbation of,Adherence to,and Re- 
folutions to Profecute that Waragainft him and his Accomplices,fuch as 
Jay oiu; themfelves to promote bis Wicked and Hellilh DefignsiBy which 
Wajc.they do not mean a formed, ftated and declared InfurrecUon, with 
.Hofjile Force to -break the Peace of the Nation, and involve all in Blood; 
but a refolved, avowed,confiant Oppofition to the Murdering^ Violence^ 
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ing rather than Rei^ung, who have Declared and ftill profecute a de- 
clared War againft CHRIST, bearing down his Work and Intereft in the 
Land, and a conftant Endeavour in- Oppofition to them to Purfuc the 
Ends of our Covenants,in (landing to the Defence of our Glorious Work 
of Reformation, and their own Lives, and in the Defence thereof, to 
maintain the Caufe and Intereft of CHRIST againft his Enemies, and 
to holdup the Standart of our Lord J.sus Christ, meaning theGof- 

5)eljand the Word of their Teftimony,*Arhereunto they Jooked upon them- 
elves as bound and obliged by their Holy Covenants, dedicated to the 
Lord in their Perfons, Lives, Liberties and Fortunes, for defending and 
promoving this Glorious Work of Reformation, notwithftanding all op- 
pofition that is or may be made thereunto, and Sworn againft all Neu- 
trality and IndifFerencv in theLoRo's Matters : Whereunto they befeecb, 
invite and obteft all them, who wifh well to Zion, to a Concurrence and 
Conferting the fame common Caufe and Qiiarrel, in maintaining of which 
Oppofition againft fuch Wicked Enemies, becaufe by thcni they were 
reftlefly Purfued, and Hunted, and Murdered wherever they were met 
with, neither could find any Harbour or Hiding Place in any Corner of 
the Country, for Searchers, Informers, and Inftigators, who ftill ftirred 
up the Country to rife the Hue and Cry after them, and caufed them to 
be delivered up, and delated them to the Courts of their Mur- 
dering Enemies, whereby much Innocent Blood was flied. There- 
fore to ftop their Carreer of Violence, and deter' 'em from fuch 
Coyjafes, they found it neceflary to threaten 'em with more aftive and 
vigort54isOppofition,and that they might exped to be Treated as they de- 
served, wherein they are far from owning Ajfajjinating Principles y nrpra- 
fHfing AJfafJinations ; for they give open and plain warning and Adver- 
tifement to the World of their Defigns, and can no way be charged with 
ajferting it Lawful to kill all empkyed in the Kings Service in Churchy St ate y 
Army yor Country ( as theProclamation in viperous-inveftive-Calumny, mif- 
^refents the Declaration ) but on the contrary do jointly and unanimouf- 
ly declare, they detefi and ahhore that Hellijh Principle of Killing all who dif- 
fer in judgment from thmi : And there they are firmly and really purpofed 
not to injure or offend any whomfoever ; but fuch as are diredly or in- 
diredly guilty of,or acceflbry to theMurder of theirBrethren, whom they ^ 
mind not to Aflaffinate neither,or kill Tumultuarily or raflily, but to pro- 
fecute them with all the Formalities that Juftice in their Capacity, and 
the Times diforder and Diftrafted Condition will allow ; exprefly decla- 
ring, that they abhore , Condemn and Difcharge all Perfonal Attempts, 
upon any Pretext whatfomcver, without previous Deliberation, com- 
inon con/car, certain Probation of fufficicnt Witnefles, or tJie guilty Pcr- 

,J^/f ^s Coiijk&fn; Neithts coiil4 it evet beiu^Qfed>x\i% tJbit^ u\ccaten all 
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cmpldyed^i^irhc Ktoe^s ^eri%€i,wirii 'this fort of handling, but fome fc* 
tea and c»preQy iiltingtf«hed kind of Notoripas ViUaniei, Men of^ 
iJeith and Blood, openly avowng and Vaunting of tbeir Murthers; 
and thefe they diftinguifli into ftvctal Ol^es, according to the Refpe- 
aive Aggravations of their wickednefs. In the firft,they place thofc that 
Murder by Command^ under a pretext of . an Ufurped Authority, as 
CmnfeUours, the Jufiiciaryy and Officers of their Forces, (^ Bands of Robbers; 
and not all tbefeneither, biitthe Cruel and Blood-Thirfty. In the the 2d' 
Clafs, they threaten fach^ as are a^ually in Arms^gainft them in any Iii* 
fetior Rank; and fuch Oentlemen and Biiliops - Curats, a^ do profefledly 
and willingly fenre them,to accomplifh and tS^i&xaxt their Murther$,by 
obeying their Commands,^inaking fearch for^ thefe poor Mcfh, dehvering 
them up, inftigating, infonnin^ and Witneffiag 9gainft) and Hunting^ ajn 
ter thiem ;>ana notall thefe neither, but fiich as cruelly profecute that 
Service to the effufion of their Blood ; fidcher di> they threatsen jUI equaP 
ly, nor any of them peremptorily, but that continuing after the Babll- 
cation of this their Declaration obitinately and habitually in thefe cour- 
fes ( . which fliows they intended no hurt to them if they woald hold up 
their Hands ) they would repute them as Enemies to (jOD and Refor- 
mati6n, and Funifh them as fuch according to th^r Power, and the do^ 
grec of their Offence, withal leavit^ room. for CivU and Ecd^ftick 
Satisfeftion, befgre Lawful and Settled Judicatories^ for tha Ounces of 
fuch Perfons as their Power may not reach, &c. And as unwilliiig to 
be neceflkated to fuch fevere Courfes, and eameftly defirous they'^may 
be prevented, they faithfully and Chrifiianly Admoni& thes^, with Sor^ 
tow and Seriou&efsof theSin,and Hazard of their wicked Courfes, and 
Roteft that only Neceflityior Sdf-Prefctvation <:and Zeal to Rfdigiogj 
left it ihould be totally rooted out by their infolency^ did drive jtkenl 
to this Declaration ; and not becaufe th^y were adedby any fihful Spi- 
rit of Revenue; This is all that's contained in that Declaration. And if 
there be any thing there fo Odious and execrabte, to be fo> Solemnly Ab^ 
jured. Renounced and Abhorred in tlie Prefencc of GOD, fof the Pkistr 
fure of, and in Obedience to the Will of His and. our Enemies , *. let anyr 
unbyafled Confiderer impartially weigh, or awakned Confcience fpfeala 
And I doubt my Swearing and Snbferibing that Oath will be ca/t and 
condexhnedj I £hall fay nothing of the Neceffity, conveniency^ Expedir 
cncyor Formiality ot this Declaration ;^ but the Lawfulnefs of the Mat- 
ter is fo undenyable,that we cannot Ref lie or Renounce it, without .con- 
demning many very Material Principles of our Reformation : > And on- 
ly Succeis arid capacity is wanting to juftifie the Manner^ whpfe Proce^ 
dure^ Formalitfy .and ^ the Circunkfuncos o£ the Baime{s> if either the 
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Declarers themfelves, or any other impowefed with S^tng^^aMd eouA- - 
tenanced with Success to make good the Undertaking, had ifTued out=: 
fuch a Deiclaration in the fame Terms, and had prevailed and^profpered . 
intheProjeft; manj^ that now Abjure it would approve and Applaud it. ^ 
But puffing tbefe things that are extriofick, to theConfideration inftland>«. 
it is the Matter we are required to Abjure and Condemn. It is thaf^ 
the Enemies do quarrel at, and not the Inexpediency or Informalities- 
of it, and we muft take it a&they Propound it, and Abjure and'Re^ 
Qounce it by Oath as they Repreient it. And fo the 'Iniquity of this^ 
my Subfcription will appear to be great in two refpefiis, i. Indeifi/ing^ 
the Truth. 2. In Subfcribing and Sioearir^ to a Lie. By my taking that Oatb^ 
I have denyed andrenounced the Matter of it, as it really is there held 
&>rth, which is Truth and Duty, and a Teftimony therein ofiered to the 
GauTe of Chrift, as it is this Day Stated and circumftantiated in thisNa* 
tion, founded upon former ( among us ) uncontro verted Precedents and 
Prihc-iples of Detenfive Wars, difowning Tyranny, and reprefling the In- 
Iblency of Tyrants and their Accomplices; the whole Matter being 
scdiiccable to thefe two Points,declaring a rcf6lved endeavour of break- 
ing the Tyrant's Yoke from off our Neck, thereby afferting our ovra and 
the Pofterities liberty and Freedom, from hi^ infupportwle and Intailr 
ed Slavery,and a juft threatening to curb and reftrain the infolency of 
Murderers, and to bring them to Condign Punilhment j whereof as the 
firft is no ways repugnant, but very contonant to the Third Article, fo 
the iSecond is the very Duty obliged unto, in the Fourth Article of our 
Solemn League and Covenant : But all this I have denyed by my taking 
that Oath.. Next) By my takii^ that Oath, I have Subfcribed aad Svmn 
toaLie, in taking it as they Reprefent it, Abjuring it, JNSO FAR AS 
it declares IVar, &c. and a/ferts it Lawful to Kill all employed in the Serwce 

- eg the Kingpin Church, State, Army or Country, which is a manifeft Odir 
Otts and Invidious Lie ; for it Declares and AfTerts no fuch thing , as is 
before made out;neither will any other Senfe put upon the words(/i\r SO 
FAR AS ) falve the Matter,for let them be taken which way they can,ei- 
ther for in quantum, ov Quatenus, or J! modo,it is either a denying theTruth, 
or Subfcribing a Lie. 

4. Confidering the Proclamation entituled, as it is really defigned, Rr 
difioveringfuch as own, or will not difown the fore/aid Declaration, by them 
falfoly nicknamed, A late Treafonabk Declaration of War againff his Majefiy^ 
-emd the horrid Principle of Affaffmatton 5 which difcovers fuch Hell-bred 
Hatred of, and Malice againft that poor Party murdered by them, and 
•deftinated in their Defign to final ancl total D'cftruaion, and lays down 
ifiid? C<»uriVance$ for their Difcovery and Deftru&^n^ that the Heads 

•> . ; and 



( 59 ) 
and Hearts oj^thelnvetjters and Authors majr feem to be pouefled and: 

kfi>ir€xi wittv tbe D^il>s immediatiy a(Bftlng Counfel^ and the Clerk's 
pea that drew it up^ tahai^e beebdif>t; in the 5i^/2» Lake, and' the 
Oall' and. VeiQLGW odf. HeU| reprejG^nting^ the Emitters; Abetters^ and 
Spread^ of diat Diddaration^ md all \i^o have been joyned to any of 
their Sbicieties^ aodall whoeithcn will own, or fcrupie to difown the 
^id Di^cl^zxipiif- in the Manner by them tendered and impofed ( which 
are the C^eia^tyj q£i the moil tender and conibientious Chriftians in th^ . 
Cwd^. un4ei; ^ the. vilefl and moft aboiainable, and odious, l^rmi 
their Malic^i^i invent j a&if they we^Infolem and defferateReh/si a0^ 
ciatedwiikr afteteudfid I(orm of Government y who had formerly endeavowrwt 
to di^uife their JBloody andex^Qrabk. Principles Jrut nna had. f idled off. the Mask^ 
ind 'Uib.o. think, it a Duty to kill and murder all vsbo do.any'ntMner ofpf^af 
ferue tbe.fre/^iRulers, or bear' Charge wider tbem^ .'who -maintain Princiflei 
incon/tjj^eni with, all Government and Society iond tendingto tht Defiruihon of the 
lives -of their Loyal and. Honeji SubjeUsy treacbtrous and ajfaffinating Prinh 
cifles, who now have declared their hellijh Intentions j and for the better Perform 
mance of their mifchievous Dejignsy do lurk in Secret y and are never difcerned^ 
but in tbe A8h of their horrid AffafJinationSy and faffing up and down among 
the Kings Loyal SubjeBsy taking Opportunity to murder and ajfaffinatjike ex^ 
crable Rebels; and calling that Declaration, ^n; execrable and damnable Pa^ 
per, &€. all which are execrable and damnable Lies, and Forgeries of the 
Father of them, and a Charge which all their Sopliiifay can never make 
out in any Particular ; yet by them amplified to a fwcUing Height of 
Hainoufnefs, and among other Circomftances^gravated from their fre^ 
quent refufing the reiterated Offers of their Qemency, by which they- 
underftapd their Contempt of their prefumptuous, CHRisr-defying, and- 
Church-deftraying Indulgence, and their not fubmitting to their infnar-' 
ing and. bafelpdemmities, or their Con£:ience-cheating Bonds, and Oaths 
by them fo ftniQly busked. From thefe impudently pretended Premifes^ 
in their faMely forged viperous Narrative, they lay down their bloody.; 
Methods and Meafures, for profecuting thefe poor People with all Ri-- 
gor of lavage Severity, ordaining. That whofoever Ihall own that De- 
claration, . and the Principles therein fpecified, ( which is a larger Dila- * 
ration of their meaning, thjui their pretended Reftridion [IN SO FAR- 
AS/ tltc. ] and^gives a further Difcovery of the Intent of the Oath, thati 
gives a covert Stroak to all the Principles of our Reformation, whkh' 
axe redudivdy fpecified in that Declaration ) or whofoever fhall refiife 
to difown the fame, /hall be execute to the Death j and commanding 
all Subje^ tcx co(u:ur^ and do theit outmoft .Endeavour to feek, fearch^ 

d.elatein(i.f£er$iKn4, ^U/ucli^. wdcr .the. feverai Beaaloiea ^P the-Lawsv 



and to difiet^ence the.good from the bad ( mc^aiingth^iir 6>ft^ 
and FriendsjfromCHKisr's Followers ) by difcrhninating ffi^s,. declatr 
ing it their Pkafure, and requiring all pa(t the Age of 16 Ifea^?, N^tH 
prejume to triwel without Teftificates of their Loyaltyy and good ; Princifles^ "H 
tMm the^Oath of Abjuration ; whereupon they arc to^ nave a I'eftijkate^ 
which is to fctve fot a free Paftj^with Certification, that; all that (hall ad- 
venture to travel without fuch a Teftificate, Ihall be holden and ufed as 
Concurreiris with the faid Rebels; commanding all H^refbrs, <frc. to give' 
mriie Lifts of the Names of all under them beifore the Curate; declar- 
ing, if any fliall refufe to concur in fuch Service^ they ffiatt^ be holdeiiras 
guilty of the foreiaid Crimes, and puniihed accordingly ; and ftridlv^ 
prohibiting all to harbour, lodge or entertain any, Unlefs they have fuch* 
Cettificates^ under the fame Pain : And for Encouragement to any- that 
liiall difcover, or -apprehend any to be found guilty, as above &id^ en« 
furing to them the Sum of five hundred Merks &ots for each of them. 
This is tibat HeU-hatchcd Proclamation, fo grievous for its * Efie^si fo 
dreadful ioi its Defign, fo monftr^ous for its Abfurdities, that the like' 
hath not been feen ; whereby not only the Country's Intereft and 
Trade hath been prejudjged, by compelling all to have'^ Pafs in Time 
of Peace, and theiib to be procured at exorbitant Rates, oppreiBng poor 
People, not only Coaimon Hoftlers and Inn-Keepers are made pdges, 
impowered to impofe Oaths upon Paffengers, for their Pafies, that they 
be not forgied.; but many Confciences cozened, cheated, wounded and 
enfmred, and the Whole Land involved in Sin : But by my taking this 
Oath, I have approved and juftified this d^teftable, execrable, bloody 
Prociamation^ the /purious Spawn of the Devil's Venom againft Christ's 
Followers ; for / have given all thfe Obedience to it that was required 
of me in my Capacity, and Obedience juftihes the Law enjoining it. / 
have done all was required , or ihould be done by me, to anfwer the 
Deiign of it in my Circumftances, and confequently by doing the thing 
preicribed, 7 have juftified the .Grounds upon which the Prcfcript was 
founded, <ind the Methods by which it is profecuted, which hath a dread- 
ful . Meddly of Iniquity in it. Hence, iSi. /have fubfcribed to all thcfc 
odious Charafters, wherewith they brand that poor perfecuted Party, 
and have condemned them, as infolent and defperate Rebelsy Murderers^ 
bloody Ajfajjinesy ^c. ^ly. In difowning that Declatation, / have difown- 
ed the Principles therein fpeci'fied, and confequently all the Teftimooies 
againff this uiurping FaiStion of Ovcrtumcrs of the Work of Reforma- 
tion, a&ive and paffive, that have been given, and fealed by the eminent 
Servants of GOD, fmce this Cataftr^fhe^ the Principle of Defcnfive * 

Acms, and qui: Covomats, and kvvaX others* which arc theWin fp^* 

* flvVl 



. ( (Si ) . 

fed. ^ly. J have |fjyen my Confent to, and all the Concufreiice therie 
rt^uircd, for .fecking, fearching, delating and apprehending of thefe 
Fbople, and to all the cruel Vilifies committed againft them ; for / have 
givicnall the Concurrence required of me (and I have uken on their pre- 
fcribcd difcriminating Sign of Loyalty, and of bein^ repute by them, a 
Man of good Primipfes. That is. One of their Friends, a Man for the 
Times, which is^ fo finful . and fcandalous, that /cannot hint thefe things ^ 
without Shartie ; and yet fcit Shame, /cannot enlarge upon them. 
' y. Confide;nng the Nature, Conditions, and Qualifications of fo fo-. 
lemn atid ferious a Piece of GOD's Worlhip, and way of invocating his 
Holy Name, as an Oath is; /have by taking thatimpofed Oath of Ab- 
juration, dreadfully and hainoufly broken the third Commandment, by 
taking his Name in vainy in the worft Sort, and fo cannot be holden guik- 
kfs ;, but upon many Coflflderations, I muft cry. Guilty : For it is im- 
poffible fuch an Oath, however it be conftruded, can ever be taken with 
thcfe requifite Qualifications, neceflary to be obferved in all Oaths, that 
are mentioned once for all, in^^^r. 4. 2. where every one that fweareth, 
muft do it inTruthy in Judgmenty and in Righteoufnefs. Now, ifi. This 
Oath cannot be taken in Truths which is a neceflary Qualification in all 
Oaths, according to the Definition of a true Oath, which is, A folemn 
Invocation of GOD: for Confirmation of fome True^ Lawfuly Grave and 
Weighty y Vfeful and in or thy Bufinefsy wherein he is attefted and appealed untOy 
that He y aa the only Searcher of Hearts y may give His Tefiimony to the Truth 
of the liingy ahd punijh the Swear ery if he fwear not in Truth : And this 
/wearing in Truth doth import and require, both Sincerity of the Heart, 
filled with Reverence, and the awful Apprehenfion of a prefent GOD ; 
and Simplicity of the Mind, well informed of the genuine Meaning of the 
Oath, that we have a clear Up-taking of it, and take it not implicit- 
lyjbut with our own Underftanding ; and alfo Singlenefs and Honefty in 
the Intention, that it be not to deceive, by puttine any other Senfe 
than the Impofer hath, or will allow, when he underftands it ; fo the 
Meaning muft be clear, and fuch as may be obvioufly gathered from the 
Words, and according as they are fuppofed to be underftood by others, 
efpecially them thatexad the Oath; for if he mean one thing and w6 a- 
ther, GOD's Name is profaned,and thcEnd of the Oath fruftrate; and fo 
all Equivocations and Mental Reservations are condemned, 
as all Divines treating on Qaths teach*: And worthy Mr. 
Durham particularly on the 3J. Command^ Pag; 113, in Ociavo, 
And afterwards on the Obligation of Oaths, neaflerts, Thattho* 
we could devife fome other meaning that might feem to make for us; yet if that 

WW not meam at firfi Tind^ing^ but otherwfi underftood hy him that did tak^ 
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it, it 'Wilt not Ahfolvefrom the Guilt %f the Perjury ; for ,(f» Oath is ftridi ya^ 
ris, and will not Admit, on any RefpeEl, or any. Account, of Ini^rfristatidnt 
Prejudicial to the Native Truth of it, kfi, it Jho^ld be found to h ofcarding^ioo^ 
Pfal. 2^. ^. a Swearing t>ecettfully. Ibid. Pag: .lii, An4. ^'^yiS^i^M^ 
fays. Much lefs will it Exempt a Manfron^ Guilt, that iu Su)eariug^ h^ haii 
a meaning of the Words j contrary to what-^ in Common SejiKe.ther har,^^ anil 
in the ConftruBion of all ind(S[erent Pexfons, fine jprame^tp or ^xivZykufitr 
Jhould he Plain, jin^e and clear'' Ibi4^ Pag. x g^3 • -A^^irSanBum A^ Jwrain^ 
turn, ut Jit vfnaulum veritatis inter homjfifs, '& te^imonUim qmd^Oeus Rt Aifr 
thor & Defej^or Veritatis. Pareus. m Catech^ I^rC P.art 2. Quctt* . XQ?. 
But in this Ijiave failed, as is above deijclared^ byim]^ Sienfe and Acx:Qm« - 
mpdatiou.I offered, which the Oath. cannot bear, anivijhich thelmpo- 
fers never iat€n45<l>. nor wonld th^y. ever have/ alio wed; if they had un- 
derftoofd it^ whic;h I indu{lriou% had, a, cat^ they. fhouid,nQt,and foftpoji;; 
it in that Sehcp,. cu^mmo %lUndiX -^"^cVc^^ Truth, but nipfi'; 

Derogatory both to the Truth and. Simplicity of th? Coi|>eI^Neither can^ 
any Confcientious Man take it in Truth, according to their meaning, for 
then he Ihould Swear it unlawful, ever to declare War aginft the King; 
and confequently, ever to rife in Arms a^ainft him upon any Pretence - 
whatfomever ; for if we may rif? in Arms for our own Defence, we. may- •. 
and muft def lare a.Def^nfive Waf^^nd indeed ip themfclves,as weU.asia - 
th^ir Sence and meaning, who impofe them, thefe two Oaths, ne^uer to - 
rik in Arm againRthe. Kingy and this of Abjuration, are one and the fame) 
then alfo Ihould he Sw.eaf it unlawful at any Time, upon any Occaflon, 
or for any. Caufe, to Kill any fuch as Serye his Majefty,in Church, State, 
Army or Country, either in Peace or War, for that's their Thought^ 
Et Senfus vel Juramenti ipjius', vel extra ^uramentum, and in part for their 
Exemption and Immunity from a^l condign Puniflxment or Oppofition this 
Oath was Contrived, But in fine,hQw can this Oath be taken in Truth, 
when it is a denying the Truth,and a Subfcribing to a manifeft Falfhood, 
invoking GOD to be Witnefs thereto ? which how it can confift with 
the fear of GOD, or fincerityofthe Heart, cannot be imagined, and if 
Confcience be called into Judgement,it wiU condemn. 2. This Oath can- 
not be taken in Judgement, that is, with Knowledge and Deliberation, 
minding and underitanding what it is we Swear, as Mr. Durham explains 
it, loco fupra citato. Pag. 1x9. For( i.) It. cannot be taken in Judgement, 
becaufe it is in it fclf Ambiguous ; the Terms of it being capable of di- 
verfe Senfes, not Explained by the I^lpofers, and if it were Explained in 
their Senfe, then it could not be taken in . Righteoufhefs. All the Terms 
of it have much obfcure AinJbiguity, DechringofWar, md Killim any who 
Serve, the Kingy may be conftru&ed in feveral Senife^, Good and Bad; but 
ifer^ ^^^ arcittdcmutiy expfelfcd and umver&Uy condtmned, particu- 



-lafly tliatX IN SO FAR AS) hath feverSl Faces, which deceived me 
firft «hd lait, land can never be Swrtn in Judgement; for if it denote a 
Cau&Ijhy, and fignifie as-much as ^^/Vt or ;^t^M»/i,then I muft condemn 
uinhreffidly,airl)eclarations of War againft any that hath the Name of 
'King whatfoever, updn whatfoever Grounds, andallihe Killing of -icny 
Serving him, tho* in my ov^ Defence, for zquatenus ad<mme wakt Co»- 
'fequemfu. . If it import a Reftriftion, excluding other things in the Decla- 
wrtidn, btrt obligiig to Abjure only that, then it implies, olfo an Affir- 
mation that thcfe two i:hings are coritainied ih it, which I knew to fbe 
"felfe, * is proved before. If it be a Suppefition or Condition, and 4*) 
"be interpreted for IF SO BE, then I know it to be uncertain, and that 
is dreadful to invoke the Majeftv of GOD to be a Witnefs to an uncer- 
tamty , for that is to Swear with an Evil Confcience, and contempt of ^ 
130CD,' to dare to cafll Him as Witnefe of that whicn k^ SufpQnfe,whe- 
*ther it^be Truth or a Liej tmd fiich a Swearer muft mateiit a Matter in- 
difierent, ^whetherlie nxaScp GOD a'Witnefs of a Truth or of ^ Lie in 
the Cafe. yid. Ptrreum lotofupra citato ^ Pag: ^54. §. 4. Alas ! I did not 
Trefleft on this, when afterwards I Subfcribed it again, under this Noti- 
on. 'But next, it cannot be taken in Judgement, becaufe it is impofed 
rader a fevcre Penalty of Death, and fo Extorted out of fear. All im- 
pofed atid Extorted Oaths are by many Famous Divines Judged unlaw- 
fal ; e^ecially Publick Oaths, impofed by Authority under colour of 
'Law, that is worfe than a Man's Private Oath, given to a Robber for 
*fear of Death, if the Matter be unlawful; but whether the Matter be 
lawfol or unlawful, fuch an Oath coafted and impofed by Law, cannot 
be taken in Judgement; for if it be taken out of refpeft to the Law,than 
its the Pcrfons Suffrage to the equity of that Law, and an Approbation 
of the'Impofition, which in thepretent cafe cannot be done by any Man 
of Confcience, for whether the Oath be lawful or not, the Authority 
impofing it is nought, and the Law Wicked, and can never be approven; 
and if it be Extorted out of Pear, then it cannot be taken with Delibe- 
ration, or Voluntarily andUnviolated Choice, and Unconftrained Light 
Or Liberty ; which are all the Ingredients of Judgement. 3 . This Oath 
cannot be taken in Ri^htcpufhefe ; that is, according to the Law of Equity 
15 -well as of Piety, neither wrotyging GOD nor others by our Oath?. 
Lawful Oaths ifhould be in ihtrnkhresvinculaequitattSy as well zsverhatis; 
And Paretts faith, Locv Sup: Cft. Juramenta licita tantum eajunty quxfufci- 
piunturde rebus verts, certo cogmtrs, Ileitis^ ^effibilibus & gravibus, necejfa* 
yijsy utilibus & dignis. Lmuful Oaths- are, vnl/thefe-which^re reitgaged into ii- 
hmt things true, certainly knovm, la^fuly 'Pojpb'Je /weighty y nece/fary, ufefi4 and 

ivorthy i and jf that bc^ troe^iShen my Clvk \iV^ \»,^s^ <^^^ 
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feif into a Vinculum Iniquitatisy a Bond of Iniquity^ which, now when I 

. think on it again, becomes a Gall of Bitternefs ; tor the Matter of it is 
neither true, that the Declaration imports, fo far as it is Reprefented ifk 
the Oath of Abjuration, neither is it certainly known, but by CoU^tin^ 
the two together, the contrary will be certainly evident. Neither is it 
lawful ( if it were true that fuch Aflertions were in it ) to Abjure univer- 
fally all Declarations of War againft the King, and to Swear it unlawful 
for ever to Kill any, if he be once in the King's Service, in Church, 
State, Army or Country ; neither is it poffible to reduce this Ajfertorj 
Oath into a Prcmiffory, as moft part of liicb Oaths may, and Ao nece^ 
ly imply : For when I Swear fuch a thing unlawful, it implies my Pro- 
mife by vertue of the fame Oath, never to Pradife it, but it is not po^ 
fible, as the C^e fiands, for a Man to bind up himfelf in every cafe 
from all declaimed War againfl the King, or from Killing fome employ 
ed in his Service. What if I have a neceflary call to joyn in Aims witii 
the lord's People, for the Defence of their Religion, Lives and Li-/ 
berries againfl him ? What if he Command a Mailacre, ihall I not defeiMt 
my felf, or endeavour to Kill none of that Murdering Crew, becaufe 
ihey are in his Service ? Was ever aFool fo Fettered ? Neither is it of fuch 
weight, as to be the occafion of involving the whole Country in Perju- 
ry ; as alas ! by that Oath they have done. Neither is it now ncccf- 
fary, to make all Abjure a Declaration now out of date, fince the .Ob- 
ject of it,C/;tf r/(?j the 2d. is Dead, and no vifible Party adually in ArmJto 
Frofecuteit. Neither is itofanyufeor Worth, but only Implicitly to 
gratiHe their greedy Lulling after the B]ood of Innocents, or the Blood - 
of filly Souls, cheated by their Snares, by involving them in the fame Sift 
of Perjury and Confcience Debauching, falie Swearing, whereof they 
thcmfelves are fo hainoufly Guilty ; but on the contrary, it is Faljey Uvc^ ' 
tain. Unlawful, Itnpojjibky Frivolous, Fruitlefsy Ufelep and Utrworthyy to the 
worft degree of Baienefs, and, which is the worft of all, dreadfully fin* 
ful, and horrid to be thought on, to Interpofe the Name of GOD upon 
it, making Him the Approver of what His Soul hates, and a Witnefs of 
that which He will be an Avenger of. Many other things I might add 
to Demonftrate the Sinfulnefs of this flip, which I fliall here forDear,rc- 

(erring to an Eflay of Making this more Evident, in 
'* Viz,, "fhe Hind * a Paper which I mind to make more Publick. 
let locfe. Immediately after this Fall, through Mercy I found 

the Smart of it, and the Senfe of it did ftick long with a 

very picrckigand prefling Sorrow, which kept me down many a Day, 

and cafl me in the Deeps, which coft me many a Cry, before I could g€t 

M/r Pcct kt on Dry Ground again^ in To mucb^ that I was l£ke one dead 

amoog 
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.amojng the living, . Tbfi T^o; ^ l^ght X ifmmed to the Wdftcm Gal- 
rcry,.K w^s rcprdfetitea wimjuch blact fSid horrid :^^grav&tions, that 
aliAoil diftraScd iii.e, whicKi tjieiaore.l thought* oh, Jt>kfultipiied«tlfc 
ihore l*Jumeroufljr ; aJ rdme Letters I fet^t out to Some f^ricrid^ while I 
^a§ in that Cohd^tioik can yet Wittjef? ; But Pepe/s /bijthkthcgotajfter 
iiis denyaJL iii^ Comtprt ngie, and I began to rctovcr thfc ho))e of Par- 
don': but uin!l thojught ^fl"^ xl^K/tf ttAe Vt)igeance mmy Livemitm^ itid that 
1 had Forefaiiltea the llonoiir of ey^r bjeini again imployni Sniany Ser- 
vice in the Work oFt^ Gx^lpei^ as iiuteed I defcrved tohaVe bien fiilf liv 
difcardfed out otjais Servjcej for this nevcrninbu^ to -b\f hitcd linfefth^ 
Julhefs ; As 1 found my telf then difcbttrted^ the borrpar >;& hcteof I c$t- 
not find Words to ex^refs j bUt wh^ that Tortiirc of a Wbanded C6rir 
RiehceTor tm was a httle^tjat^ ( I Jkir ft dm an kftewrei^Idw o£iti «f- 
ttief rakfedth^^^^ cure4 );I.hadmahy tofei^of Mih4ra»«ife^^^^^ 
HearC ajnd perplexing Enquiries ai>Oilt what fliould te * incumbent apon 
' me as lJuty,rn afuppofcd Cafe, iflfliouklbe called before theh: Bloody 
cniharih§ Courts agam j whether I Ibould be fflcnt as to what I hid don<^ 
if they did riot bring It in C^^ueflion again ; Or if I fh^iild plainly and p6^ 
fitiyely iretraS and condemn it before thcm^ for fomc Reparation of mjr 
Integrity, be the hazard what wcJuld. I imparted rhi$ ddubt to, arid 
fou^tRefolutioh in ttic cafe from fcvef al -FjjiawlSj yetconldflOtgetany 
fatisfying peremptory Detemination, untfl Holy; Providence Wottdfetfully 
did reToYye rne;, as 1 fliall by and by declare. ' 

the TTime I %ed in that Wefterti GaHery,tmtil I ^as di^dfcd of in 
anotherPlace,was about the fpace 6( £h^c Wecfcs^ all whiSch time^/hevfet ex- 
ercifedPubIickly,in thatSociety,m anyMinifteridl0aty,th©* J wa^drtteh ni^ 
ged and importuned theretOj-and upwaidcd for »t|0j»iifflg-^iil1 thfc ttOi of 
the Miniftefsjn ukfeg turns with thcih^bdthbythB Ind<*g«i?hem:^iyel, 
who were ioitietiines fhacp to. my Face, ilid>foffleciflie«bitttrittthfe^ 
Refle(Sfi6ris beHind my; ^a^^ es I both heard fi?d&i hm Rfe^f dbw; - «id 
overheard myfelf, aild alfo by other Minifters, whoml milch Revetcdr 




me m ; yAt4 dwit not joy n atter tnat jnamier wittv tnpie wtio were vjiuuiy 
of fuch a Ijfefe(^i0n,. as that wOful jand wretched Indulgence S/^fe,' -^S^'hich 
as to tlieGuiirpfit^theQy'of it^ndthfc fad EffeftS Of . it! db yet ftmain, 
as a ffaridit^; Ground; of the LORB's cqritrpVerfie agsfel^- ttit Ghatch 
oi Scotland^ mdzs « Wetter o^Moutnif% and HuirliliaciOfi (^ air Zh"^ 

rtl that have iny im^vCtmiSf 

.^ _ ,^ ^„^^,,,__^. .i>yith0*th&Men that h&i the Btf- 

riefitcbr rajljer i^ej^chi^ Ait>*^ ufe&I for tKfe Indiil- 

gers defign^: are.|^4 ^ »ld:v^ry1^Ieiftrfly^'«v^0lf|^dJ a^^^ f^y 

' ' K bafely 
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-bafely anH ungratcfliUyfcquited, for theirgood Service, wlifert for thcit v 
xtmaining Honef ty they are Imprifoned This I thought was all the Te- 
stimony or Signification of i«^y diflike of, and difapproving that Defefti- 
;on, that . I was m a capacity to give at that time, and in all thefe Cir- 
cumftanccs ; for other Praftical Difcountenancing, by withdrawing from 
heading / could not ufe, being fliut^up at their Times of Exercife in the 
ifame Kqom with them, and when on the firft Sabbath I Eflayed to witb- 

•-drarw, aaiwcnt'outof the Room, I was taken and flint ih again, and for 
p\y verbal- Pr^teftation , 'or entering in Dilutes with theiri,! was 
Confcious of. my own Inability, aiid fearful that the Truth ' might fufier 
•by my weak Managing a Plea for it, or my felf might be confounde4 or 
infnared ; eipeciaUy at that Time, I was very averfe from fuch intangling, 
incumbrlng Difcompofures of Spirit, and very indiipofed for fuch Conccr- 
tations, having.my Spirit oSierways Excrcifed; yet I was not altogc- 

/.tbcr iSlent,. butinow and then as I ha^i occafion, endeavoured to main- 

jtain my Praftife, aridPipttftedihy Detcftatiori of their indked Betray- 
ing of the Liberties of the. Church o( Seottand by that Defeftion, and 
xould notefcape fome little heats about it. Neverthelcfs I cannot but ac^ 
knowledge, they were very pivil and courteous to, and tender of me, 
during my abode with them, and I believe in Charity, had fympathy 
with me when I was gone ; tho* fome of them todc fome occafion to be 
incenled agajnft me, .for a Letter th^t was fent to me from fome Friend, 
refleding upon the Indulgence:Aniong others of the Times fins, which 
.was loft in the Tolbooth, and delivered to the Goodman or one of the 
Chief Keepers,and ihe wed to one of the Indulged, who thereuppn was 
enraged at me,for no.FaiUt of mine, and threatened to caufe me be put 
ih.another Room on the other fid^ and accordingly ( whether upon his 
Jnftigation or not, 1 fliall not fay, but fiiortly after ) the Goodman gave 
Orders to remove, me to the pther fide ; but when I was preparing to go, 
.by the InterceflSon o£ others, the Order was Countermanded, and I fray- 
ed a^ while longer. 
. The Council by this Time was. thinking; to difpofe of us otherwifc 

' -than fell out ; they fent Indidments to a great many Prifoners, whom 
,aft6i:wards they fent to Dunmttar-Cajkle^ and afterthat to the American 
JPlahtationsy and among-the refi I had one with the reft that came in the 
Y»cht frpm I^ondotty feverally by oiir felves^ Charging us with the com- 
mon Crimes of not keeping our Parijh Churches ^ Unlawfuf Marria£e$ and 
Baftipits, Refeiting p/, and. Qmverfing . vnth Rebels y refufing the Oath of Ah 
J^iancBy &c. and thereoti: were Cited to anfwer before the^ouncilon 
the if* of^j&n/jrfor which I was prq)aiing,but theDyct was not held with 

the reft, and wicipatcd. with me by aflrange Providence, which made z 

" - ' Letta 



Lettcr^of imne M ittfe th'eJf Hana^^ WiWil had ipterided t6 ferid t# 
Hollands direded to John J5^^of/r tob.e'l'riqfmittcd b^ to others 

my Fjrkiub there^ which wa:s ven^ ftrangeljj btUcrcd by:'Prb^dencc,bpth 
as to the ' difc'overy and efFeas w it, whfch brought me to very great 
Danger, v^ry tieiir to a Sentence cf Death, befidesthe Trouble it occa- , 
fioned to; others. ' I had delive?ed if to ^ Woman to be delivered to 
fome Seaman in Borr<m/kunheffy y^hich ^.as done,: but it feems not with 
due Difcretion : However,, in a Search of that Ship only to which he 
belcmged, tho' i^thers were going, and f as it was told me) of thatMan 
orfy who had my Letter,'' none other being queftioned, my Letter was' 
found and brought to theC<!)uncilJ had ordered therein the- Anfwer to- 
be direded to me under a Borrdwed Name of 9lzr^ef , to be left in /?(?-■ 
tert Ktf«^V Wright, ^ wlthbat 'hife Knowledge altogether, yet bpcatife of 
this he was Apprehended,Imprifo5ied^ and after wardsTent to- Z)/^/?»a^^^r . 
with the reft, and fuffered very much- arid innocently, which was no 
fmall Addition to my Grief. Of this I had-ha Advertifement, nor any 
warning of my own appearing before the Council until the very inftant 
of the (guards coming for me; yet I was not altogether furprifed,but had 
dr fecret kind of Suggeftion of great Trouble imminent, tho' 1 knew not 
what it would be; for that Afternoon «p^fting to go before the Coun- 
cil fo Morrow, to anfwer to the -forc&id' Indiftment^ being aiittleper-i 
plexed in the forethought of what Shares I might meet with, and aboiit' 
Hiy Refolution (I was hinting of before )dfdifowniQg my former Deed,; 
,at length upon a Chairl fell afleep, , and flept till within half an Houp 
diat I was called upon ; in which fleep I Dreamed, that I^wa^pi?efently^ 
that Kight to go through great and dangerous Troubles, ^nd' had^the; 
ir^ry Reprefentation Of what I met with ; which,^^heil I'a^okc,- ^iit^me^ 
,fo my Prayers, or oflierways, it;islike, I had been called without Re-^ . 
commending my felf to GOD /' and I had fcarce doiie, nay,, before I 
came^from my fecret i'Cetirement^ fuch ' as that Place afforded, which • 
was ofily to cait my felf down upon myBed, I was roared upon to c6tn<5 
down and go before the Council ; fo I went,' knowing nothing -of the* 
Matter to W laid to my Gterge. Aiid for a Narration of fjiat piece of ; 
Tryal,- dnd whatfucceeded, 4 fliall here Tranfcribe the Account that T 
wrote preferitly after,' as foon asl xrould'get leafure, which tho* the Pre- ^ 
faces be. fomewhat iProlix , { thinkmg then I ILould - poffibly get Accefs tO' 
leave rio other T^bftiinQny beforfe my Death Vbut thefe Accounts) I ftaU; 
not p#r in atty^ oilier Drefrthafl they 'W^ then cohceived in! And stsii 
I ha^e- done 'beforeiL fliall: Sabfbki fottft Reflections I hare had on thefe ^ 
Paiflag€$ aftcr^very Exaiifinatioii. - > . . :~- i 
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My fecond jifj^enyance lefore the Coumd uf^n th^ 4ccmnt of mjf. mterceftid 
Letter:, A£ril ip, i6B$. 
D l^Dg abopt to cive a fhprt Narration to all my Friends concerned, 
-P for tljeir Sati5»dion-and to prevcntMifrepOirts of n^iy late,aiid pror. 
bably the laft Part o^myTryal^being now ibrely tbreat^n^d withDeathL 
yrhich in appearance is dcfigned, and I cannot tell but m^y be deterxxiia^ 
cd by the HoJy GOD^ the LORD of my Li^ ; and therefore I kuowsb 
not but thi^ fhort. and coniufed Accpunt may b^ all that I (haU^et leav^ 
to contribute for a Tcftimony to the Defpiied and Persecuted InterefUL 
of Truth and I^utv, what I futiSer for. I am taken in the ^Qtcy with 
Amazement in Reflcfting upon the Stupendeous Wifdom of Providence, 
that brought it about.O ! the Admirable, & Adorable Wifdom of GOD!' 
that can make ufe of the Folly of fuch a Nothing as I am to purchaici 
the Glory of litis own Wifdpm, O iqx Wifdom to obferve and tajke it 
up aright, and to Acknowledge it. to bis Praife, let it tend n^verfo.mu^h 
tQ my own' Shame. Let m^e Die a ^oqJ, if my LORD glorifie His-_ 
Wifiiom by J tod oyer njie, in a way of i^ercy to. me. The leveral Vef- 
tiges Oi p4vine Providence, as I have had fpme Experi^n^e of the mof& 
part olthenatii^l: are Recorded, in P^/^^ 107 throughout ^ have been oitepkc. 
refrefhing to rpe t9, ruminate. upon ; But I do think thisPafl'^e as obferv— 
able as any I have met w;itn, fo that upon th^ ferious KeHedion up- . 
on it, to the end I may make the right ufe of it, I d^fire, for my felf^ 
and others^ to be qualified with that Wi^om, and to ei^perience theu 
Truth of that Promifein the (^onclufionoftha.t Pjalmy TVhofo is wife and^. 
mil obferve thefe thiigSy even they Jhall under jiand the Lovtrig Kindnefsofthe,^ 
jCO£jp. I hope th^t ho^foever terrible this Difpenfation, bringing ars 
bout my Try al in fujch a mannerj^ be, and ho we vet I)eclarative of mjr' 
much condemned FoUy and Rafhiiefs ( which I fliail not trouble th^ 
World much to juftifc ; yet in. the end -it fhall be Productive of much -- 
Loving Kindnefs to me. 

After my former Appeafance before the Jufjiciary, when I took tl?fr- 
Oath of Abjuration, renouncing the Aplogmcal_ Declaration of the poor^ 
. deipif^d, diipwned,wandenng , perfecuted Party in Scotland^ now fiatedL . 
in greateft Danger; / was much. grieved and troubled in my Confcience, 
for what / had done, both for the Manner, in fuch a Sophifticating 
Way oi Equivocation, without a plain and clear TeftimQny to whjat 
either I owned, or difbwnjed; and for the Matter, renouncing and abr. 
luring the Lawfulnefs of that, or other Declajcations of War againftthg: 
l^g, founded upon th(? Pi;inciples<)f pur Covenants, and Work of R*-. 
formation; together with the difowninspf the Methods there threatned- 

to be £Ulen upon 3 for their own ftreugueningjand weening and over^ 

awing 



l^waig the En«iies,whicH to me fecms to import anindireft f^tleaft) x 
|uftifyipg of their fiiedding of their Blood uncontrottedly, ia fuch .AJbotm- 

, 5^ej^ ^t k^t j^ ^ tof^ ffanfafting. with the Enemy, which is impofedas 
^ Teft of our I^oy^ltY ta Christ's Entmiesj aad iK>on fe V/cral (jarounds, 
\srhi<;l? I hftd a Mind to have made ^parent to the Worfd, hx zl^p^r 
\f^^ it li?lf, I {hall not enlarge upon now. B^t^ IChy^ being wounded and-^ 
%^ ia^i^y^ Micid,^ / wasv apxioufly definng of the Lqed, Refblutiwi, 

, $ ever l.c;«rne before.them again, to refile from> and retrad whajt / had 
<^e,, and,teftifie nay Abhorjrenc^i of my own Deed^, which fome can 
witncf% to whom I imparted it ; M^ny Doubts and Toffings of Mind 
1 ha4 abjQut it^ wlut I was called to do in the Cafe ;. but the fnterven- 
tiouof hplj^Frovjdencerefolved the Cafe unavoidable* /had written! 
Si^ l^g^. Letter to Hp/landi, to be commuBicate to fpme: Friends there, 
' ^Iwsrcff^ i g^aye^ReUtion of ail that had paft,. ^d all my Im:errogatioas, 

^ ^4. J^m^^^y wJhereiu ailJQ t did e?^r4ft more fully, my Mind,, both^on- 

■ i^f^ijg thft Anj^mxyy and my Kefeatment of that Oath, I hajd taken, 

yri^fe, Tp^. IVefl^^^^OJBS upon the jaftiQigr.y, as. Murderers of the Load's 

\ ^^^% witli wh,Q^ I h?4 "thereby, ftid,. A Cm!^ederacy* This letter 

lncipfed;ink apotherihorteri, ipftwfftiflg, bpw.the Aiiffwet Ihouldbe du:e^- 

' ' Cji toinj)^ under a,horro\ye(i Namp, felfv iftW the 'K&fids. of ra.y Enemies 
/hov«:, or w^hen^ or where! cannot teJl,.Gx)p . wilf-difcpver that alfp. in 
due Time) aM^o was carried tO'the. Chaacellor, wlio thereupon held 
aCJon^mittc^ of the. Council ujpoa me ,- the •Commiffipner ^««w/^erry, 
ijj^iflg^pijefent, before whom, upon the Z9th of ^^rtl:, I was brought," a- 
bWt 7.^ Clpck at Night j expefting nothing hke it, but Jookingto hayj5 
been called thq Itoy FpUowing to anfwer to a geneyral Indiftment with 
4ythew • . ©^t ^c liORD had appointed! my Trial other wife to. be ftag^d, 
a^ditttejtog^te.upon'.thiis Matter only, which now I would give a£h6rc 
Account of;, but by Reafon of my Qonfiifipns, and the Length of Time 
.^j^tHiv Appearance, in which / ha(ino<Oc<;afio» to write, being kept 
•in tbeiCQurt of Q^ard among Soldiers, /cannot give a pc^rfea Rtlation, 
b$|t fh^UjOnly hiipit at, tbe,Purport. of my Ejcwainfttion,. and M^hatl conr 

Ajj wy £^4 cioming Jix, and takingi the Plaee anointed foe- my ftftoding 
bj^fc^e tlv?.Cftuncil Tabkjtbe ChanccUQr„ wbo,manag^d all the Difeourfe, 
^^ ZJ^i^ Howkmlba^ and h^w I hadSfe^t-my Tim^ unr 

-4jr . ni^\^jmiim ? i told him, / had beep a coniidarabte XimctheiBey an/l 
•n^doiubt I migbt have fp^ne fad EUflei^n^; on niy Ne^^nce, and~9« 
t^^ >ftofcarriage^i> but, that / end.€;avpured toimprove my I^ime- a^ .wjjl 
aj I cpuld. He thei). asked, li bat, Refemmem jiad of all that. I hfld donf, 
^ Icami into thisConimn I At which, fmelling a little^ what hjc in- 
' .' " - t^oded 



b. ». II ..- •yH< 



•1 



( 7^ ) ' 
tended, I anfwered, That all my Afticns were fo tainted with Infirmi- 
ties and Imperfcdions, that upon a Review, I could rcfled on few of 
them, but with regrate, and a fad Heart. Then Ik asked, M^^at I thought 
of my taking tht late Oath of AbjurationyWhich Ihadfulfcribed before the Lords 
tfjufliciayy ? I laid firft. That I choaght that had been over, and the 
Court had been, fatisficd in that Part. What was done, coold not be 
undone, or called in Queftion. He replied fom'ething to this Purpofc, 
T[))at he v)as certainly informedy T'hat 1 was furry for what I had done ; an^ 
therefore had ref^edfrom ity andfo it could give neither Satisfaction y nor *fr- 
curity of my Peaceablenefsy or Principles that were toller able y and therefore willed 
we to be ingenuous ; and harangued fomewhat largely to this Purpofe. I 
anfwered. That I loved to be . ingenuous, and was a Perfon that was^ 
both unskilful in, and an Abhorrer of Equivocations, but loved Plainnefs 
and Chriftian Simplicity, in things that / had a Clcarnefs to own or 
confefs. He told mey They would then take a Proof of />, and that nowl 
had an Opportunity tojhow it. I anfwered,/ would then take that Opportunity, 
to fhow them that I had been under the Trouble and Horror of a wound- 
ed Confcience, for taking that Oath, and that / thought / had done ill 
in it, both as to the Matter and Manner ; In the Manner, that when / 
■ could not prelerve the Liberty of my Mind, but muft needs difcover it, 
/had ufed fuch Shifts and Evafions, that I thought were not fo fuitabic 
to that Plainnefs and Simplicity, that ray Circumftances and Profeflion 
did call for, and that I had given a Senfe wherein / wpald take it, which 
• upon Second-Thoughts, I found the Oath ( as conceived in fuch Terms) 
was not capable of,- and fo I gave an Account of the Senfe I oflfe'redi 
' which was then accepted. Hu asked, ff^hat I had to fay to the Matter (ff 
ity which he wondered any Man of Senfe could fcruple at it. I enquired wh^'^ 
the Deflgn, or Reafon might be of tnis Re-exammation, or if he requir^<l 
•'/ fhould take it again. He told me, T'he Reafcn I Jhould know by and ^» 
and ceitifiedy T'hat if 1 did not take it again, andretraii fuch Fancies y my Liff 
Jhould go for it ; and therefore bade me be well advifed. I anfwered fbir*.^ 
what to this Purpofe, that /would not lofe my Life for Fancies ; butr^^ 
Exercife of a wounded Confcience for Sin, was no Fancy. I had £^U 
the Anguilh thereof in earneft, /liadno Peace in what /had done, a i:^^ 
/durft not do it again for the World ; I reckoned that I had by difo\«r^" 
-ing that Declaration, given my Aflent to the Reprefentation of it int:J^^ 
Proclamation, that it is founded upon Principles inconfiftent withG^ "^ 
vemmcnt, and that itaflerted the Lawfulnefs of killing all imployed I 
the King, which was an Untruth ; and that / thereby difowned all or 



Covenants, and the Way of carrying on the Work ot Reformation th^«^ 

adhered to, and ^ other taithful Declarations of a Defcnfivc War; S<^f 



T€ral other Things I mentioned in it, whrchwere great Stns to abjure". 
He replied, T'hat no morewa^ enjoined hj />, hut ta ahjure it^ IN SO.5FAR . 
AS, it declare i War again ft the King\ and affertSy &c. But / could not make . 
fuch Diftinftions, and did not think it did aflert any fuch things Several 
Other things paft in Difcourfe, that I cannot particularly remember ; 
but the chief thtng inf ifted on, was, the intercefted letter. After having 
asked, If J hadatq Covrefpondence Tt;/fifr Holland ? Which I faid, I had fome- 
i6mts. Then caufingthe tetter be produced, he asked, Iflozvned it tor i 
fe mfnCi; with its Subfcripion ? ' I faid. That was my Name at the Tail of - 
it, and the Hand was very like mine. Welly faid he, now te ingenuous, 
there's An Qccaponfor it^youhanje been communicating to your Friends a Relation 
* of your Sufferings y and this you have intendedy as your' Tefiimonjy in Cafe you 
pxmld be hangedy and now it is very like you will he hangd ; and therefore do 
not dijinjbn your own Tejiimonyy otherwife we will hold you to he tjye gretjtefi. Dif" 
jetnbler with GOD and Man in the World, We know it to be your's; noiu other 
could communicate fuch Pajfages. Whereupon I found my felf, both oblige4> 
and prompted to own it,and every tiling that was in it \ and faid, I hacT 
wrote fuch a Letter to fuch a Perfon, by him to be communicated icy 
others, for their Satisfaftion and Sympathy, and if that was adulterated^^ 
it was very cunningly done. Then he went through the Parts of it, ai)d 
examined nje about IJefenfive Arms, and Refiftance of Kings^ ( I (iannbtj 
remember the Particulars) and about my owning the prefent King, to^ 
be my lawful Sovereign. I told them, I'was aSubjed, and content . to;: 
be one^inSubjeftion to any Government, which Providence fets over 
us / but for owning the prefent Conflitution of it, a,s Code's Appoint- 
•'ment, and according to Law, Idurftnotgive an adive Acknowledge- 
ment of it,noi* own any as my Lawful Sovereign,but in theTerms of the 
Covenant. ^SO FAR AS it may confift with the Security of Rdigi- 
•on and Liberty. He asked. If I owned tEat Vart of my Letter y affertin^ 
in my Conference with Sir William Paterfon, "That I thought not H^reditUry 
Succefjion^enoughyto make any ManXing"^ I "anfivered, / did own it-; >/ ' 
thought that could only give him a Right to ' be King, whoni the 
Reprefentatives might fet over them^ but did not formally make him 
Kingi till the People make a Compaift with(.him, upon Terms ac- 
cording to Law, and for the Safety of their deareft and neareft Liberties* 
Then askfed. If I pwned Defenfive Arms'^ / aiSirmed, / did j and Teveral 
things were agitated thereupon ; . Many Threats reiterated, many Ex- 
poftujations t6 cohfider thefe Points ferioufly^ before / ventured niyLife^ 
upon them. • Many folemn Affeverations,Tha.ttH9y ha4 no Define of my 
Brood. Among other things the Chancellor dehorted' mc, "That JjBould. 
^ m flanduppn Points of Honour, becaufe it might he thought 'a Shanie to retrafi^ t 
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toWhun, /had no Honour to loot to, but Honefty / and /would ftand , 

upon Point of Gonfcknce, till it be better inforrpecf. Theii 7 ^^as asked, 
Jf^ that Mr. Forbes was, that the Letter ^xm direthS toT I r^ftited to an- 
fwer at firft, and gave feveral Declinatures. They -asfad,'^/i^^ 
that 'was his-true Name^ \ anfwered, / would fwear ndiie at this Time ; 
but / could fay, That was the Name /^new hilh bed by,-ahd correfpbhr 
d^d with him under. T%en they would hav& me to declare ^ ff he had no o- 
therNamey and tf I knew hefnadeVfe of no other. Aftet fc^rerai lifting 
Refofak, they threatened me with Torture. / fold them^/wa's a wea^ 
Man ; Torture might extort from me a great deal more f haii wa5 . true, 
. or I knew of j but faid, / will confefs as well without it as with it. 'f heh 
faid he. As you have been ingenuous hit Bert d in other "Things y h fo in this: 
But^ (aid I, it is not alike, in other Things f prejudge, or endait^r 
none but only my felf ; in this I itiay btiftglny Friend t5 Trbuble, who ' 
is altogether innocent : And it being a Criminal Matter, declared By 
]Law, to have Correfpondcncewith fome Perfons, I cannot confefs, with* 
out knowing what Security 1 fh^ll have, that that ConfeiEon fhall not 
militate againft my Life. Then the King's Advocate ofered the -King's 
Security, and the Commiflioner and Chancellor faid, they would atteft 
it,^ and / might bring them in as Witneffes, if I be. condemned upon that 
Head. Then I was prevailed with, but with great Reljaftancy, and^ 
after many Threats, to tell them, that it was John Balfour. Then tihev 
cried out upon m^y JVhy 1 would make Friendjhip with a Murderer ! I faic^ 
I did not look upon Kim as fuch, but as a Man, whoiii / miglit cori- 
vcrfc with profitably. I had found CoUrt^fles from him. They asked^. 
What I thought of the Bijbofs Murder y 'afid what he faid of it ? I anfwered, 
I never heard him difcourfe much upon it,& for rixy part,jLliave riotfucH 
competent Knowledge of the Circumftahpes of it, as to pafs a Judgment 
^ of ill but I thought it aCafe fbmewhit exf raordiriary; not to' be brought 
ie m ordinary Ptadice. / was not mucli concerned to enquire into it. / 
had almcft foingot a Paffege about the Letter,! know not if /^place it,in its 
f^roper Order ; but thus it wis: I had defired an Anfwer of the Letter, 
to bedircfted to me under the Name of Mt.Target yXo be left with Robert 
loui^ Wright. They asked me, /?f7;a was this Afr. iTarget ? I told them, 
/ wouldnot ftand to reveal that, btcaufc it would not prejudge any Bo- 
dy, but my felf. SoIttJld them, it was my felf, being my own. Name 
in another Word of the f#me SijgniffcatlOn. 'then they aske<^ IfhotUS: 
Robert Ibung was f I told"h"e was knowh well enough,othet wife I woald! 
not^d^cover, forhe.waS'asiWtiocerit as the Child unborn in that Mat-^ 
iwj for I never rotd hiiri afiy thing of it, neither did// ever /o much?» 

tcrcatmy borrowed Name to him. In End the Chancelior took m« ^; 
' - ■ ' .. . ^ « / fide 



f ' i,i* . V 



. Gd€^. and entfed into a lai^e Debate about ReJ^am of the Sufrenie 
. Pwiersj to 'tohicby he faid, iaX? thefeOfiniontfWetse reducibk^ as to their Fout^ 
. tai». Ixamot remeinber/the Particulars of it^ and feveral other thmgs / 
haveTmi0€4, in the foregoing Accosmt; but the iflUe was great and per- 
empbry Thrcatenings of Death^tO which / replied>> What Profit is in my 
Bhoi\( kxA {that they wOiUd feaw butfinall Confidencey in rendering an 
.. Account of it before the Supreme Judge. Several Things were ofienfivc 
to th^m in my Difcourfe ( in which peirhaps^was too tender of Irrita- 
- tion } which hindered my Freedom .- Bifti among the reft, my not gi- 
ving them the Titles of Gmi:^, tho'/calkd them hords i for I remem- 
ber at the;8eginning^h€; Gofnipiffioner asked, if lknev)'vJ)o.Lvsas before ? 
I faidjlknew not particularly. WeU faid \i^ythat'smy Lord high Chancellor 
«f Scotland/ that jpeah, to ym. Theii the other replyed^ lou are bejore 
hit^Gracfy my Lord, his Majeffy h^h Conmijponer;^ reprejemin^tbe Perfon tfthe 
. Kiiig mn^lp I faid norhingl One iittie PaiTage I remarked^ that their 
[ very £)ogs were enraged againft me; for as I was fpeaking, and they to 
me, fomewhat loudly, the Conuniffionet's Dog came out from under the 
. Table, and leapt upon my Breaft in great Fury,and bite my Coat, and 
. made fuch a Noife with his Barking, that he got all the Speech him- 
felf, till commanded out of the Room.- I was kept a long titne before 
them ; then commanded to the Tolbaoth, and kept clofe Prifoner, and 
Order was give% That ncme £bould .^ak ;t6 .mt, n6t fo much as the 
Keepers themfelves j but when I came there, no; Room could be fouod 
for me ,* and thereupon the Goodman made ai) Addrefs to theXlh^cellc^r, 
. ihowing, This Order could npt.be obeyed ; thercfore,^ he gave Com-/ 
inand. That/ ihould be carried to the Court of Guard, and there kept 
in clofe Cuftody, till furd^r. Order, wh;ch was done. , 
In this bij^ourf^^ ;Which I was-fp furprifiagly hurried, irttp,; poA u- 




der my Spirit j yet I may fay, iQoking to Him/ I found His kctt% 
' St'rengthenings,and t rejoiced more when I caip)^ i>ack, thoMoIadcn with 
the greateflThreatenings, than when I went befpre t^€m,^in JE^jpeftatioa 
of no fuch'Seveft^ty, yea more than ever 1 did in any return before, and 
. ip. refleaiug;:0^jl,jl h^dfom^eguietipc Peaicc^ fhatl.^g^fS^jE 
.Jofizi^ in, byjft]^ declared 

r .4ifo\yning;*^ But now when-I takjq. a ^ore narrow; Sufwy 

, ^o^it/thjin^lajthpte d^^ Circumftanccs^ I wai thenlin 

, capacity tcj^^^i^^jr,! am diflatisfied with feveral things in it, befijdos my 
. Gonfiific^l.qf .Sjpi^^^^^ ^thc^ V^le^ *ad njy faiu?nejf$, in 
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fated; chiefly thefcTwo, i. That I ihoald Tiarc boen fo whidled inie 
fucha (imple Confeflion, as to ovm that Letter to beinine> 4nxt'-ofa 
filly fcarring ^t their Reproach of Difiembling, which I rtHtik, J^needtoi 
iu)t to hav^ valued from them j butrather rejoiced at it when I -feavc 
^em no Ground for it, and icould 1i»vc eafily vindicate My Trffftom 
^irlmputation J not that 1 needed to1sc4(ham'd of the Ldtter, ^^tfMi 
Tto their own Conviftion contained a true Rcprefentation of things, feme 
of them were always Witneffes to, and as to the ^Slibjeift tff it -in (omc 
Particulars it was indifpenfibk l>uty to own, when quellioned thcreop- 
on ; hut this I might have done by owning the Truths therein coritam- 
cd, without Owning, or denying the Letter to be mine, for that, as a . 
Matter of Fad, I Ihould have put to their Probation, which they could 
not have evinced by ray Subfcription in Law, one Hand being like ano- 
ther, and fo I Ihould have had more Peace in having my Suflfcrings 
fiated on thefe Truths inferted there, and not upon the Letter a$ mine/ 
and I ibouldnot have given fuch >a bad Precedeiit for their illegal inquifi- 
tion upon intercepted Letters, which in fome cafes are Tery, inconvenient 
to confefs, if I had not o>^nfcdthat Letten 2. That after my Rdu&- 
ancy to give an Account of that Peffons Name to whom I direded the 
Letter, I fhould have been prevailed with to deted hiis right Name, 
for fear of Torture, and upon fuch flender Security. I do not think the , 
Matter fimply finful always, to difcover a Man's Name when he is out of 
the reach of Has:^rd thereby, and wh<mi the thing difcovercd in his 
Name will not endanger him, more than if it had not been difcoivered 
at all, and efpecially when fuch a difcovery is made as if rather an avow- 
itig a Correfpondence with him, than an Information againft him, which 
was my cafe upon the Matter , but to be forced to this for fear of Tor- 
ture ; and beiides it is to be fufped^d that the fame fear might have in- 
iuenced mt to difcover others to their Detriment ; but to do it npon 
fuch5e^urity, or to depend ap©fe their Wend, who hav^ Forefeitcdall 
Faith, I judge a great deal woSfe. However this was never brought to 
A Tryal, for I was not Staged upon this Head. 

JMjf ExumnoMn btfore the Jufikiarjy on the forefaid Intercepted Letter, 

April-30, i58j. 

THEIblkWrkig'Day being I'hnrfday - (ii I right reihember, I cannot 
pofitivjSly tell, fo much- tinEwr inter veemng before! could havcTiiM 
W OpportUftity to write any thing) being, ill reckon right, the jcth 
Day of i<pr//, l was condu£itxH>y Soldiers from the Court of Guard, to 
the Court of Jufticiary, to be Tryed, and then upon Report given in to 
tImDi of myExamintftion before the Goftricfl : At mrfirft 3&xtry, theAd- 

^re^M Mto^phtM At^ f«:-my<foo]^ »»jD«igcix>M^ 



am? SfedJHow^rRdtert'ferMraBroaA wjiekfif Fat^fed the C(Mirtec*T«K 
ftifcci ahdabufcd their Parents, diidfci!t)iek3dl6tis^ Names <)f Shares aW 
Fl^ttetfe^ an4/apco(U9te4^m)? Satis&^btr tatWLawsa Comply^ee^ 

What No^/ence is that (fiyijhe^ ^hataftfd^arrjm^' I anfwered meekly^ 
I wouldMl,€t tt^^ mneH^d VxptUcatc- it front Fbllf;; I liave often beat* 
accounte<a-Pool, l^t Tio^^^^ aid do yet. Biitj faid-4lei 

flbta. cfmj^u t^J^y] ffll^iteyu you } W^ dmot think you tbortffy ^PlAi>*' 
teries, If i^Kpd^ I hof^l they did'npt thihl^inc- worthy oP 
neithei; TCaen they rarodnced my Eetter, and; askedi j^^P^uU^irwgtfi 
toitn^ne,}' I craved%eaye tD.re^d;i^ 4nd fome woald haveme-rSiuj»^t? 





fqme 

v^as . . , 

bjiges'mte.to Ingcwity. I think the aext they asked, wa^, ^Fhati$i^ 
duced me taprit^fucftaf^terl^^^^ I' anfijvered,, Ohlyto inform^ my^WmniB*^ 
' of my Cafe^ apd State ontty $uflferings. They aggravated it mucfc fro*i** 
the Perfoh to whom I* had direiftied it, hutnevcxL* v/otiifof^yifm B^f&uiF^ 
cxprefly, as I remember^ T was askediv^ rwpnld- difown my^ own EketP^ 
itt. fyliffyi^itig. the Oatb of Abjuration y orwasforry fortjhat Ihad':donri I' 
Jifw.Qreji, Thjit J would not deny but T hid; lu^fpribed it-, b&t- 1 vjca^^* 
reaily forty that I had' done it, and' hinted fomc^Reafoft?^-?^ l?heft^* 
the aepk.dtewupa kindof ConfefBoaof it/attd asked; g^/to^&fjfftt^; 
mi.:N(im. fromthf Oath ? /-ani^fered,^ They hadnny. Name tWcre-, ahdp 
they. ipig,b do with it as^they pteafedf my Sut^fcriptibn PtftpughtTati*--'^ 
fied thfeJUaw, and" /* had not as yet ttanfgrelifed it. Then -/'was told' P 
muft. fuKctilie the Cppi^^On, w:h[ch was delivered,' to me. Wh^7rcad^ 
it, idid! itotjlH.eJfpH%e^ thijiig of the wording -ofk ;, andthereftjr^chus^^ 
rather to/t^aj; i?iiy Name feom the j^a^et. 'THen;^fbmct61d-mt fome-^ 
thing, to- Jhis:purBi>f^ . That / had: han§;*d ^my. fd^l ^?The toko- hdf><rffi 
me' to. t^ft it;re{oJHt^lyj^ and to anfwer, but /t;annot:r^c;nbettbeWord*/ . 
Then tbi?!y.pf^Cfee.dedJ:p a^k^ j^Towned ibhat I /aid in^tki^-Jbetper^ ahut: 
^,^rify/*l,anf;i^^^i»^ 

but For owning EM, I had very •little'Skill' what rt-meant. : B^itv fiid. 1^ - 
T;^tiYv^tfkQf^mmy.(<^Xm.Mt^, y^ talcemy Meafdrcs„in' 
^S^^^igSi^om oHx HtMsi before the late ReyolutiOn i ItpaimotOTm 



( 16 ) 
him othetways, t>r in no other Terms, than the Church and State ^q{ 
Scotland o^vi^di King Charles ^d^ before he was crowned, who then OD^Jy 
had an Hereditary R>ght to the Kingdom's Crown, and they admitt^rd 
him upon the Terms of the Covenant ; and if this King's Authority I 



not ftatedand founded upon, and bounded by 'jTerms, giving Securi-cy 
to Religion and Liberty, I cannot own him .• And Amthe Clerk 



down in Ihort, T'hat I would not own him, but according t% the Covenoj^ti 
which I was not well pleas'd with, becaufe that they m%ht think, Tt^^a 
liymd him accordir^ to the Covenant. But I wQuld fain have had thatQuLc- 
ftion over, and fo would not wrangle any more about it. Then I ^;^r^ 
queftioned, IflowndLkfenfiveArmsi Which I affirm'd I did in foxne 
cales, Then was asked, If I thought rifing at Bothwel-Bridge was Rehc/Ji^ 
$n'i 1 anfwered, I durft not fay it was. Thefe are the moft Material 
Pafl'ages that I can remember ; only when all was done, I was required 
to fubfcribe my Confeffion ; I anfwered, that was needlefs, feing I o>wii- . 
cd the Subfcription of the Letter, wherein all was infert^ and they woixld 
find me always ingenuous, /t was reply'd. It was neceJfary.JVhat ? wa^I 
sf/batnedof my Confelpon, that I would not own it ? would I fay any thing tha^l 
iurji not fubfcribe} To which I anfwered. That /was not afhamed, a.^- 
fo f iibfcrib'd to every part of it before them. After the Jufticiary h. ^d 
done withme,and after Threatenings of Death, andofan/ndiftmenttlm^y 
would lend me, and that^/ needed not to expeft /Ihould live many DiU3^S5 
they asked,from whatPrifon/camePtheCorporal of theSquade of Soldiers 
bemg prefcnt,anfwered,/ came from theGuard, where /wasPrifonerby ciihc 
Chancellors Order ; fo^ they faid they would not alter the Chancellor^ s Car- 
der, and accordingly commanded to take ihe thither again, which ^j^^^ 
done : And there / remained four or five Days after that, where /foi«.:iid 
very great Civility of the Soldiers, more than / expefted ; albeit /\6.^as 
kept clofs, andlhut up from all Con verfe with my Friends, nonebei^g 
admitted to come and Ipeak with me, but by Order from the Offic^xs; 
And fo ftrift was the Prohibition, that one of the Centinels, for alio liv- 
ing one to come in and fee ine, without a Warrant, was laid in the hotis 
awhile, /t was a fad Prifon, in relped of want of Retirement, yet: / 
blefs the LORD, I found His prefence there , Sometimes in the Night . 
Seafon. I thought I had an offered opportunity to make my Efcape,but al- 
ways as I was preparing for it, which I durltnot attempt without con- 
fulting GOD, I was difappointed by fome coming in, io that I remark- ' 
edit by a clear Determination of Providence, that I fhould.be brpught 
to further Tryal, which I blefs His Holy Name, I got Submiffion to 
irJthout Murmuring. 

'S^^bttti^Qmi mp^^ awo^^i ^s!^*^ !s^ ^^ '^^^ 
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laterveeniBg, before I could get leafure or conveniency to write, occafi* 

oned ; for in the Guard / could get none written, yfet in recoUefting my ' 
Thoughts and Refleftions upon it, I had much calmne^ and peace of 
Miiid3 and much joy that /had torn my Name from^e Paper,confirm- 
iM»wy hope, that tiie iniquity of that former (infill Subfcription was blot- 
ted out through Mercy ^fo that all the while I abode in the Guard,tho* '■ 
i&themidftefiny Difturbances, and under the continue^ Profped of 
threatening Dcath,I was pretty chearfiil. But in this review, I find caufc ' 
of fhame, in confideration both of the Omiffions and Fainting back* 
drawings difcernable in it, and alfo the folly and unadvifed Ralhnefs that . 
X fee in it. I (hall here touch only three Remarks of it. i. That /might, 
have cafily difcovered their drift and defigninthis Criminal Re-exami- 
nation and Multiplying all thefe Quefiions, that it could not be to get 
an account of my Principles, and to try my mind about thefe Particulars^' 
for that they had in the Letter before them ; but either to confound mc^, 
or intrap and involve me in Contradiftions, by wrefting my Words, or 
infnare me in Sin, by Hcdoring me into a Retra(5i:ion;or to fecure them-^ 
felvcs under the ihadow of their Law, in Murdering me with more ^for- 
mality, which they took advantage by my fimplicity .j for there , 'was 
fomething peculiar in my cafe, which made their Ordinary Pradicfc" 
fail. They knew very well that my Extrajudicial Confefsion before the 
Council, could not fuftain in their own Law, . as a fufficient Proof, that 
the Letter was mine, if I had denyed it before them; and that was not 
fufficient neither by their Law to take away my Life^ fince the Letter gave 
only an Account of what I had declared to themfelves, before Satisfaftion 

fiven to their Law, by my taking the Oath, with a Refentment of that 
)eed, which is not a Tranfgreffion of a Law ; for no Satisfeftion with, 
or Repentance for Obedience to a Law, can be of it felf a Trarifgreflion 
of that Law. Therefore they urged the Tearing of my Name from the 
Rolls of Court, that fo they might proceed againft me, as if! had never 
Subfcribed; and when that was done, they would accumulate Mattet of 
Crime againft me, for a further Declaration of my mind, and adhering 
to all the Particulars of the Letter about Authority,Defenfive Arms, &c. 
Now this Drift I might eafily have difcovered, ana in that cafe fhould 
have given tljem more ado, and cut out more Work to them to prove 
dieir Charge, being Criminal, or to flreach their Law, a^d ftrain it be- 
yond Formality, that fo my Murder might be made j^re maniteft; 
This way I ihould rather have tryed, tho' I am glad my Nfaftie was torn 
Qtf. z . That I was very ihconfideratly ralh beyond an Apology, when I 
offered to take myMeafures in owning thisTyrant from ourFathersCarri- 

ag?^o the former/ before tewas Ciow^ ^\W V^m^Nsj^ 
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llye to the Wefi Kirk Remonflrance, wherein condltianaUy, except it wow 

upon theTerms of theCovcnant,he was dedined)for the difference betweens 
this Monfter, ntf^ graflant in his avowed overturning all Rights Sacred^ 
and Civil, and that Man only then lyrar^rtus in fieri, who thenfor aiif^- 
t6ing that appeared Publickly, wi^s thought capable of G^oremoient^ 
ifii very obvioufly vaft; efpecially that I fliould have fo fimply cenTetitac^:^- 
to the Clerk^s fdifting in that two faced Equivocating Claufe in* my Con-*- 
&f&on, that I would not own him but according to the Covenant y out of a fainiH^ 
ing.'Fooliflj fear, dedjiningto Witnefs it; whereas it was a bafe-imputa^ 
tj[0hupQi>the Covenant,. as ifit could confift ^^ith any manner ofown^ 
ihchim' This is fuqh aDaih tomy filly Teftimony, that I blirfh co-re-- 
fjra: upon it. 3, That T was very fiUily catcKed-into that ititrigttc- of^ 
Sii.bfcribitig my own Confefflon, upoaa Foolifc Pretenccleft- 1 fliould- b^ 
itpute afliamed of my own ConfciSon : For indeed as it flood- accord^^ 
iji^ to theQerk's Draught, I might have been afliamed of it; and it 
was more fliamefiil to Subfcribe ir in thefe Terms, haying fuch a-Qaufb- 
in it a^ IS above mentioned, and it could be no fliame to decline the giv'- 
irije them Sati^fadion in all Advantages they were feeking againft me, 
an3 mwht rather be accounted fiiameful to gite them fuch Security,. 
when they would not truft my Ingenuity. And certainly all -blacking Pa- 
per with theAi is inconvenient,either in Obedience to their Commands, 
fpr that is a Complyance, or in Compofition with their Oflfers, for that 
is a finful Accommodation; or as a Seal to a Teftimony ( under which 
Notion I looked upon my Subfcription ) for that is ncedlefs,being more 
Cgnificantly.done by ftanding out te the laft, efpecially it is never to be 
cohfented to, when a Man hath not the Penning or wording of his own 
CJonfi^ffion, but muft take it, as they exprefs it. Thefe things Iref?e(ft up- 
on a? very MaterialEfcapes which made wayfbrfaddcr Lapfes following. 
I. flayed in the Guard^about fix or feven Daysj in the which Time, I 
had feveral Offers of making my efcape, but the LORD'^s Tim€ was 
nptcome. Every Evening before Night I went out with a Centinel or 
two to the North-lochy where I might have eafily efcapcd-; but being- 
then very we^k in my Body, I durft not adventure to run, but with all 
cafe I might have beenRefcued, which at length was propofed, and by 
jne accepted, and.expefted upon the fourth or fifth oiMay^ fomePriends 
thinking to.TTryfl^ with me at the Loch-fide: But I adore His Holy Coun- 
fd,K..who ordered every Step of my Tryalbefides^ and beyond myfore- 
cMw6^> for. that fame Afternoon T was carried to the Tolbooth and 
pujt^iqto the Ge;itleman's Chamber with my Comrads, Next Day-I was 

Ar4^gf't^^j;^t}^l^iA^ of- the Apcles^ whereof tbc Accottn^follows• 

Mj 
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^ ExofHiiiatiM Were th lords of ^he Artkksy Ma/ % ti»^ 
fT 4riB *fe JthOugbt a ftrauge thing by aH that ImoMr Jiich a /pow ^Gmi- 
A ^tUFc of fe 4ittlc>figttrc,iand Obfcore rkpi^^ini!he Wot*d;fl«suld aiiadce 
^«tfh;a *feife in -tte TafHc, and^e «> mteh^n&tteed ki |be Obferv»iiWit)f 
Kfen %tt)Hs Tkne ; ^md'c^^^y jtr^ill ^bie no^alt W^flder ^to^dm 
^»^WA,ihHt iny.aifewefyi)fTHypi5cfr»if^ 

«iray-thiftgthttt ever t touW fay -or do, fliouki te l:ho^|^ *>fr&ch;iHi- 

pQTRince, as'» the Matter of the Cognizaftce or l^jd^akion iof Afen»of 

JEmmwjqr, "Oplioaire intruikd with the Afittirs of the Nation. &ii?ely it 

wM'^be^rtittttetHrf AmaMincnt to all my Acquaintances to-hear, nfc^tfiot 

^nljr the GoHftcil afid Jufticiary, but alfo the Parliament of Saftlota; and 

the firft Pariiawertt ^fter fo iiocable a Hevolfatioa^'h^i!^ fowci^ty 

lifatters on Hand^nd fo great Defigos on Foot, ihould fee at Uipa&teto 

take tothcmfckes the Diveriion of hearing and trying my Cade* But 

it is tiot'bccaufe it ismine, but becaufe on this Occafon fome Metrtwy 

of the LQRiys Wori; «id of his Troths, fomethnes terrible -to ^em, 

ait)^ays hit eftil, Ms revived ; and therefenij ^hey would make a -Piiblick 

5Eximplc of me, imd.givca fpccimt^n of their and their Rin]g^s -reii&lved 

and intended Oppofition to the Work of Reformation, and sdl ^tfe ftrift- 

Cipfes, and fubfervient Truths and Duties thereby owned. It is Very low 

with the Intcrcft ofCHRISTjWhen it hath no better Patrons thaii foch 

a pitiful Creature as I am, to own it hi the Supreme Judicatories ^thc 

Ka'tion-And this imay let f heWodd fee what a OikStotlani is in thi^^y, 

and how far Degenerate from, and how Oppofite to that Refiwfmaticto, 

and the Principles thereof,fo Eminently owned therein in former Timfes; 

^and tow much they are fet todeftroy the Memory of it, that the m<lft 

infigmficant of Men that dare vent iny Refpeft or Love to it, and daSrc 

not abandon the Gonfcience-of Duty, and their •Judgments blihdly> will 

• not efcape the Cognizance and fevereft CerrfbresHaf our Convoeati«tisr<rf* 

Eftates, ^ fad and certain -Demonftrition of the wickiddnefs -of *hcl)fe-. 

'fign carried on, to introcfeee P6pery and Slavery, and a lamerita^bftt)H 

cnoftickX)f Dcfolation and Judgments coming upon this Genei^%t#n» 

However^ tMs is now my Tryal, and I adore the Providence, that hath 

btoilghttnfc to it : T^ arifwer for a Difcpvery 1 miide ©ffoifle-Piri^i- 

jplp s^ 'ObiijbMdtis tto the Now corrent Law. ifi that Letter mentiett^ttln 

the hfi !/VtCo&tit. In Pbirfuanie bf \f^hi<*.TmI; I was cafled befot* ^c 

toftrds^<£ihe Articles' '( prepfaritig ^ithingsf tor ' ttie Pirtiatt^fi^ Cogrti- 

tion ) ^ttpon^the Pointh w "theiR&of v^h?,^ 

^oH?(OOth^fyDfflrthe Goatd thi^Bay before. 4 wis brought-before themby 
iMiceri theMGhaiictllor had thd Difcourie tairic ; and'firfti^t ^wt 4a 
tte "Sfetitlcs^f niyftrttKr E:feana!tofioti^ -bifose the? ^M^^i^r "^^^^ 
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and asked, if / had done, and anfwered fo as was there reported, and 
regiftred in the Clerk's Papers, towit,if / owned that to be my Letter, 

V-cStc. / anfwered, / did, tho' / was not obh'ged to confefs it ; yet / durft 
not equivocate, fince Providence had brought it into their Hands ; what 
/owned before, / will not retraft or difown now. He produced another 

^ Paper, and asked, Ifl would, own my uaring my own Name from the Oath 
formerly fubfcribed ly me 'i ( which he read to make the thing odious ) 
/ anfwered, / did fo, / thought I did it at the Command of the Coutt ; 
but the Truth was, / was not very well pleafed to have my Name there. 
Then / heard feveral of thofe that fat by, faying. He is 'very ingenuous. 
Then / was urged to tell, JVhat induced me to r^le from that Oath^ W 

• how' came ft that J was notfatisfied with ity having expt effed my Satisfaction with 
it before} I anlwered. My former Deed might have given Satisfadion to 
the Law, whether I had been fatisfied with it or not -, I did not intend 
to make fuch a Noife of any publick Contradiftion to it , had not this 
Providential Difcovery obliged me to it. But further urging me, H^at 
made me diffatisfied with the Oath j^ I anfwered. That / was very well 
latisfied with it at firft, thinking it obliged me only to difown thofe Prior 
ciples and inferences fixed thereupon in the Proclamatibn, where the 
Oath was infert, which yet I am ready to declare my Abhorrence oi i and 
fo I offered a kind of a Senfe to falve the Matter ; but upon an after- 
View, and ferious ruminating upon the Thing more narrowly, Ifound,! 
had difowned things in the Complex in that Declaration, which when 
it came to Particulars, I durft not dfl: For /durft not difown thefe Co- 
venants they declare an Adherence to, nor tlif Declarations there irifinuate, 
nor the Principle of Defenfive Arms, the whole is founded upon. Se- 
veral things paft Here, which have efcaped my Memory : Only / re- 
member, there were feme Refledions upon that Principle of Defenfhe 

. Armsy as^ being the Spring of all thefe Errors, that fuch as / maintained; 

,. that that Notion was the Thing that deftroyed and feduccd us all. Then 

/ it was put to me. If I would yet fuhfcribe that Oath, and difown thefe 7%i^Sy 

andfave my Life ? I anfwered. That I was one that had iome Experience 

what a wounded Spirit was, and had felt the Torture of a wounded 

- Cpnfcience ; and that therefore I durft not provock GOD againft the 

c Light thereof, for all the Lives of the World. Then I was queflioned, 

: iihom owning the Kingy w my Lawful Sovereign^ whether I owned my dnfwer 

* before, the Jufliciary ? I repeated my former Anfwer, as to the PiyrporC 

ot it ; and added. That 1 never meddled much with thofe Things, as 

• being fomewhat above my Sphefe, and out of my Line; but feing they 
.would needs have my fimple Judgment about it, I looked upon owning, 

. iR^ ^ the Suftage t (?ah gjve in my,. Station; and as for H^eStary Sue-' 
^ ; ' ' ' cefpoH 



'celfm I do^not very well umf^rftand it. Then I was asked, If I i/wnei 
that Part of my, Letter y giving an Account of my Sentiments about Hereditary 
Succefjion, that by the ConBitution of our Government, it might give a Man a 
tight to be made Kingy upon Terms offecuring Laws, Religion and Liberty , hu^ . 
it cmld not formally make him King ? Then I was asked, if I owned Dei^ 
ftnpve Arms ? And this was the chief thing infifted on, and to which 
the whole Conteft was reduced. I aflerted it to be'^a Principle fo ra- 
tional, that I could not difown it. I was urged. In what Cafes I woidd 
jitiRefiftance of the Supreme Powers waa lawful? I anfw^ed,the Cafes were 
fo ma&y, that I. could not enumerate them. In fome Cafes / doubted 
not but they thcmfelves would allow it; as in the Cafe of manifeft Ty- 
ranny, everung all thev Ends of Government ; in the Cafe of a King's 
alienating his Kingdom, &c. The Chancellor replied; None of thefe Cafes 
mli juflifie any R^/iance hath been made in this Nation ; and therefore urged 
we, v)hat Cafes I could allowy that were applicable ? I anfwered, I thought 
that when a Covenanted King doth o^refs his Subjefts, and doth in- 
vade his Subjefts Civil and Religious Rights, and Lives and Fortunes, 
artd fends out his Emiffaries to opprefs their Perfons and Confciences, 
&c. and no Redrefs can be had, or hoped by any Addrefs,Remonftrance 
or Pctition,aH fuch Reprefentationsof Grievances being declared againffi 
lAvTy and interdifted under fevere Penalties ofTreafon, &c. That then 
and in that Cafe, and others the like, there was nothing left aPeople, 
but make Ufe of that Principle, which the GOD of Nature, and the 
Law of Nature, and the Pradice of Nations did allow, to defend them- 
felvcs againft unjuft Violence. He faid. If in that Defence, they would 
^UmBodyy or ufe no Violence. I anfwered. That was infeparable from 
War. I was askeid,//Bothwel-Bridge was Rebellion ? I anfwered as before. 
Then being asked,//^ / was there ? /anfwered,/ could not think that theit 
Lordihifp did. entertain any fuch Jealoufie of me. or that they thought / 
was a Berfon fit to pafs Mutter in any Armv, either for the King, or 
^igainft him. At which all the Houfe laughed. And the Chancellor re- 
plied, 'that I might have a good IVill for the M^orkfor all that. I was filent. 
Then thfe Prelates that were prefent whifpered foniewhat to the Com- 
iniffioner) and he to the Chancellor, who told me. That their Lordjhips 
He Bifhops were dejtrous of a Conference with me, and dtd offer it, and he wil- 
led me to accept of it. I faid, / was at Command, to confer with any 
their Lordfhips pleafed. Then he fell upon other Qweftions, about my 
being abroad; and asked, //*/ w^j the Preacher at that Meetings where we 
were taken at London ? / anfwered, / was. Are you in Order Sy faid he ? / 
anfwered, / had a Call to preach the Golpel. From what Bijhop ( Mc 
Shields ) faid he, did you receive your Orders ? l^t^^^^\^^^^\ss^^^^s^ 



Bifhop, but fi-Qm a Colledgc of Presbyterian Biihops. Then they- all 
laughed, and faf^j "^hefe areBiJhfs indeed! But, faid he^ who toere thgn 
that you paff ymx^Trials hy } lanfwered, it was odiousto.bean inForn^er, 
/ was not free to give an Account of that. He asked, if Mr. Baxter vm 
^ne rfthmf'l. faid nothing. Well, faid he,il/r. Baxter hath loff hisCre^ 
dit with all honefl Metiy and now his Liberty alfoj for that Cowntemary ( he 
fllould have faid Paraphrafe ) of his, he hath written lately ufon the New 7f- 
teftamuty asfuOpfTreafoH as it can hold. I faid nothing. / had feme Re« 
fledions upon it ^Cfterwards, that indeed /ihould have denied Ba^eter^ tq 
have been one of them ; for he was not^ and I would have tjiought it 
fcandalous, if he had. In fine, / was preffed to fubicribe my Conftffioq 
again before them, exprefiing in (hort Words, written by the Ckrk, 
what I owned,. &c. which becaufelhad done it before, and to teftifie 
that /was refolved not to refile from it, I fubfcribed again^ When tfacy 
. threatened me with Death, and that I might exped out a very littk 
' Time, and laid before me how eaiily I might lave mv Life, by doing but 
what I had done already. I anfwered, / neither durft do it, nor opuld 
I fo proclaim my Treachery, Cowardice and Diffimulation before GOD 
& Man.The Chansellor then gave AdvicCyThatlwoulddowellto take Heed, 
that it might not beflanding upon Points of Honour y or thinking Shame t6 re- 
traBy which might hinder inefromfatisfying them. I told them. That GOD 
was my Record it was not fo, neither could it be thought fo, that it 
-was either my intereft or Honour made me entertain iuch Principles. 
For what of either of thefe could be rationally expefted from fuch things, 
that were looked upon, as fo odious and obnoxious, and fo dangerous 
by the Generation ? It was purely Confcience / had relpeft to, and / 
durft not abandon it, nor could / lee with any other Eyes than my own. 
This is the Subftance of the mofl: material Paflages I can remember at 
that Examination. In End, / was fent back to Prifon, and put in the 
Gentleman's Chamber, and that fame Afternoon, about five at Night, 
was called out again to the Prelates. 

This indigefted and unpremeditate Conference, fuch as it is, however 
chargeable with all the conunon Cenfures of Folly and Faintnefs, that att 
my pitiful Confeffions in all mv Trials are guilty o(y and lyable unto j 
yet, is one of the ill beft I had with that Party of Christ's Enemies 5 
wherein I had moft Peace, and was kept freeft of Confcience-wounding 
and Caufe-wronging Snares ; and wherein / was moft experiencedly help- 
ed of the LORD to aim at fome poor Plainnefe,- without my ordinary 
Trick of Quibliug j unto which I think tiic Senfe I had of the Ralod^s 
Rudenefs, that brought me in,and the Expeftation /thence conceived (rf 
Jbm^Jj^/2slS(;Y^rityxhpj;^»\ ^iCo'^l^ ^: ^^ »9W fctemnly ^crmined 



4gSimR\n»9 had fame influence, to make me refolre upon the wotft of 
L andfpeak more freely,. thp' ftill I. kept Referves, and declined a fuU 
jDteclaration of ^gay Mind, till a fitter , and in my Fancy, a more appa- 
! .re«ly necdlary-Opportaoity,when my Bufincfs fliould be unqueftionabljr 
defperate, and nothing to be expefted, but my Murder. However alas;! 
/am co-founded with Shame and Grief, when I look over this, not on- 
iy befaHfe i^w^s not better ; but becaufe I did not abide by it ; butsy^ 
jay after Trials did degenerate to a great deal worfc : Yet, even in this^ 
I have jfomefpecial Remarks of Mifcariage. As, i. That in giving Ao- 
^^untoftheGroands^of my DiflatisEaiaion with the Oath, /Siould ha«e 
liven fo faint>Difcovcty of myAfahorcence ofit, and not rather deda£^ 
lid my Souls .Deteflation > of fncb ■ an abominable Contrivance to cheat 
^ns Goofciences. Jn&eaj^of-thi&hioo^MYm^uated/i Defitr^ tioftb^ 
iij^bt haofe been gifted with thai yD^eAtfmy fuhfcribing it: I uould J^ath^r 
iiave defiifed, ^nd endeavoured by all Means, ^rthat it might not fiand in 
Law. As ^Ifo, I tacitly implied there was [owe Shad(M3 of feemit^ Reafonin 
ftgi Satisfaction with it- at fir 0, thinking it obliged me only, to difown thefe Princi^ 
pies fixed thereupon in the Prcclamation, which^Ifaidy I was ready to declare 
my Abhorence of. Alas ! what Reafon was there for this ? Could -any 
having the Ufe, and Exercife of Reafon or Confcience, be fatisfied with 
it upon fuch a Shadow ? If I had adverted to the genuine import of 
thcfe Principles, there fattened on that Declaration, and inveighed a- 
gainft (o viperoufly in the Proclamation, which I have before vindicated, 
durft I have been fatisfied with it, or declared fo much when I recanted 
it ? To name no more than that which is infert in the Oath it felf, IN 
SO FAR AS, Waris declared againfl the King, I iam'fnre I could not 
be fatisfied in Coiifcience, with difowning of that, nor can I now be fa- 
tisfied with declaring .my Readinefs to abhore:it. This^I think' was a 
reat Efcape. 2. That I did not decline the Prelates defired Conference; 
ut fo fimply did yield to the firft Propofal of it. I think, I fliould rather 
have declared, I would have nothing to do with them, except I were 
forced. That Complement, T))at I was at Command^ to corner with any 
wbomtbeypleafed,''wasjvcryunfmtSiblc. Alas! fliould I have mch Regard 
to thcinPle^urc , JOfid falitde to the Trnth, which they were fet to 
impugn and oppde, i^hich might fiiffer Wrong by my Weaknefs and in- 
fuffici€ncy:to.-pkadifor.»it? which I could not but be very confcious of j 
otherwifc I'WBs.TCry iforgetfol ,of my felf, or hatefolly arrogant. 3. That 
I fo:foolifliLy-and;inconfideratIy relapfcd again into my former Error of 
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the former. "What IbfeUI fay? Al&^! if this bcf my beft ,and fajithful- 

kft* Conference, I^ixiay have little Confidence in owning and fiifefcribing 
my felf one of Christ's Confeflbrs. Howevcrt this was the Noife of tWat 
•©ay^atid the itfore obfervablCjthat the Fellows that introduced me made 
fuch a Bufle about me in the outter Houfe, which as I hinted before^ 
iKad fome influence to raife my Spirit to fome mbre Refolution ; -For, 
ifter the Macer broujght me out of the Tolbooth- into the Parliameiit*- 
.^di^i^, there was fome t of the Guard there, that would have me ih Cu- 
-fiody, and the -^other would not part with me, alleging, it was an in^ 
femging of theiFriviledge of that Court^ The others c^teWS^ it wa!s 
rtMir Priviledge. I did riot underftind the Debate, however, both the 
-one and the other dragged me from one Side of the Houfe to the other, 
JandnpuUfed me, and held me by the Arms very uncivilly, and in like Man- 
\tiferiv whai I had done, and wasxdming away, theybegjaii aj^m their 
-Cbntsendings.! But J\was o?cr-f died to thfe Macer's Part, ^ho carried 
/meiagain to the Gentlemtan^s Chamber, as I faid. ^\\\b was a Day' of 
inucteToil to me, for this foi^feid GonfliftI fuftained in* the Fore-noon: 

- And . in the After-noon they would not let me reft ; but haled me jjut 
« to the Bifliops ; after a little intermiflion, with whom I was-fcept three 

Hours debating. A Party of the Town's Guards condu&ed nae thither. 
.My Ct^erenct with the Prelates^ eodem Die. / 
He fame Day I was. examined before the Lords of the Articles,fomc 
of tte Prelates being prefent, as part of the Lords Spiritual ^onfn- 
tuent of one of the Eftates ot Parliament, . ading therefor their Intercft, 
and the Pomp of their Monarchy, defired and moved the Chancelhry to 
.ofter a Conference with me ; Chichi, tho' very' much averfe from it , 
.fearing left my Weaknefs and imparity of Parts, fiiould wrong the Truth; 
-yetjf kit my declining it might either argue Diffidence iri the Equity of 
-my Caufe, or prejudicate Obftinacy in an Opinion, which only Shame 
hindered to retraft ( a tbinglwas openly accufed of} and leftmy De- 
.nial might be fdnftruded a wilfiii irritating of the Couf t againfr riie^con- 
defcended to. And accordingly tiie fame Afternoon; / was called be- 
fgri^ them, fecfides and beyond my EApeftation. For I could fcarcebc- 
! lieve they .w(ire in Earneft, or at lealt, they would be fo hafty with mc : 
(But what tht Rqafon, or Defign of their Precipitancy was, I can conje- 

- (fture none other, than that they would take Advantage of my Hurry to 
ccfifound me, or by involving me in the* Heat of Debate, they would 
pum^ JomewhatTrom me, either to my Detriment, or Difadvantage of 
the Caurc I maintained. \ However they kept me long, tmcie, fromalitdc 

cf2ik J uli it^vaspait 8 of the QodcatKight : Oi* the .which Difcourfe, 

• Ititlie S«i^aitioa9f: Friends,. I.woulxlJier^ give fom^ rode Ac<;ount,as 
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tothe moft material Paffages of it, profefling, myPurpofeis, npttQ 

|ive any accurate or fiill Narration of the Particulars of the Difpute, or 
;m th^ Method it was managed ( which by Reafon of the Length of 
Time before I had Cpnveniency to write any thing of it, and many o- 
ther incumberancfes interveening, I cannot recoiled, or bear in my Me- 
mory ) only the Scope of it, take as follows. 

When L came into the Chamber, where they were in the Counfel- 
Houfe, I found three of them fitting, beine ( as I was informed fince ) ■ 
the Two Arch-Prelates of St. Andrews and Glajgowy and the PreUte of 
Dunkell After a whiles filcnce, one. of them had a Harangue, fcelifie 
leave firft of the reft, to this Purpofe , that fuch was the Refpeft aM 
Regard they had to my Life and Youth, &c. and unfeigned defire of nay 
better Information, and being brought off thefe dangerous Notions, fo 
DangetQus both for Life and Confcience, that tho' they were called 
to wait upon weightier Matters^ yet they were content to poftpone all, 
tothe defire they had of my Advantage at this Time; And therefore as 
they underftood, /.ftuck upon fome Points of Confcience, very Tickliih 
and Difputable, which yet may be /had not duely confidered ; fo they 
hoped I would not throw away my Life upon thefe things, out t)f an 
Humour of Obftinacy, and retufe what Reafon they would offer for my 
Conviftionjfor, for that End,this Conference was appointed. The Ha- . 
■ rangue was Prolix to this Purpofe,and I was never very prompt or skil- 
ful m making Externporary Anfwers ; yet the LORD helped me to fay 
fomething to the Etfeft following. I firft Prefaced, that I muft needs 
decline giving them their ufual Titles, and that I hoped they did notex- 
peft them from me, nor would not be offended at my forbearance,for I 
Murft not makeufe of any fuch Compellations, as might fignifie my 8.e- 
fpefl: to, or Approbation of their Office. They Anlwercd, they could 
bear with that from me, tho' they believed they were in cafe to Juftifie 
and Maintain their Titles before the World, or againft it, fomewhat to 
this purpofe. Then I proceeded to tell them, that was not my Bufinefs 
at prefent to difpute Points of State with them ; I was a Preshyteri MyZnd 
. did own all Presbyterian Primp^es, and flioiild be content to offer what 
light I had for them, or to hear what they had to lay againft any of them ; 
but I believed thfeir purpofe was, which w^s alfo my defire, to reftrict 
their Difcourfe to thefe that rendered me fo Obnoxious, and on which 
my Sufferings were ftated, and for thefe I offered them freely, that,if they 
could produce better Arguments againft them from Scripture or Reafon 
. of any convincing Force, than I had for them, Ifliould be content to lay 
them dow;n, but dcfired they ftiould not dajole me into a blind imp.Hdt- 

uefs, by'Attthimy or Jf^gumtrtts wkn rfKic&om ; ^w4 ?\wD5&4.^^ic«^ 
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then they ftould not find mc cither Obftinate or Difingenuous, or ftand- 
- ing upon any Humour or Honour,for I had none to look to but libnefty. 
They ProfefledwithProteftations,a great teudejchefs toConfcience in things 
wherein theConfcience wias concemed,but that thofe things that I endan- 
gered my felf for, were fmall and difputablejno waysFundamentalJ thanked 
them for any regard they had to my Life, whichlalfo did value much, 
fori told them 1 had not lived fo long, and.tbo'.,! had been much afilid- 




tioofor concern of Truth, was more Valuable than Life,or altintereftsof 
the World, and that I did not think them fmall, but great matter to me. 
If they were doubtful or difputable to me,I durft not throw away myLife 
fo confidently for them^but now, the denying or doubting of them were 
a Manifeft doing Violence to Confcience. I will rather- fuflfer all Vio- 
lence before I do that ; but yet I will lay my felf open to your Informati- 
on. They told me, I might haveReafon to fufped my own Opinion, 
being but a Young Man, and to be fuppofed not fo well acquaint with 
thofe Controverfies,nor of fo Mature a Judgement to aflert things in Con- 
tradiftion to fo many Eminent and Learned Men in all Ages. I confeiffed 
the Suppofition was Kational upon thefe Grounds, but I had endeavour- 
ed to inform my felf as well as I could. I could do no lefs then Embrace 
Light when it was oflFered. I had not troubled/ the World much with my 
Aflertions, having long declined to give my Judgement in thofe things, 
until it was Extorted from me: But now if they would inform me bet- 
ter out of thefe Learned Men, I was willing to hear it,and receive it.So 
they Addrefled themfelves to it,and took their Turns about to propound 
their Arguments.But firft they Interrogated me many things, as Prelimi- 
naries, tho' altogether Extraneous to the following clebate, as firfl, how 
Old J was ? I Anfwered, I thought I was about 35 or 25 Years of Ag;c. 
Then, iuherelwa5 B<ixjt»^^And rfmy Father was a Presbyterian^ And if he, 
had any Fortune in theWbr7d'^ If he was an Heritor ? All which I anfwered 
obvioufly. Then, if I was Graduate? And where? and how long ago ? And 
^»hat was my Station and Study before I left Scotland ? I anfwered, my Sta- 
tion was to Teach Children, my Study was . to be a Chriftian. Beinj 
asked in what Parifhl Lived, I anfwered, in feveral Pariihes, w;hich 
could not give a ready account o^ being no great Obierver of Parlfhes 
' as now ConiHtute, nor Haunter of their Kirks^ Then, what Places iff 
. the World I had been in^n my Travelstl told them. Then,^xu long i had been 
. K» England ? J anfwered.TheD^ in what Vocation I went Abroadand Travel- 

^^4rSfa? /mfw^xedy in that of a Chap\mo£^Skd^- Ajad again, how 
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I officiated f Tf hither I Read Conmon Prayers or mtf I anfwered no; / 
would- never do that. Next, Hqv) the Ship's Company was tieafed with 
79teil told them / could not tell,but they never exprejffed their Di^leafure. 
Thm^whatMinifier^ Iwas acquainted with at London?! told them / could not 
^ve them an account, but I was acquainted with ieverals both Scotch 
smd Englijh^ both Presbyterian and Independent. They asked, if Iwcu 
^zcquaimed with no Regulars Officiating in Churches } I faid, no. They asked 
if I n^ver. went to hear none ? I anfwered no, never. They faid that was 
xx^ greatDiiadvantage,for th^^ii^ereLearned Men.I faid there were many 
Xf atned Men there. They a^I^,, how the Presbyterians and Independents 
^d agree ^ I anfwered, they had differences in Judgement, but nie(e did. 
Slot aUendte their Atfedion and Sympathy ; but they lived together $$ 
Srethreq. Then they /nterrpgate me about feveral M^q, which is not 
"worth the. Rehearfipg. Neither was, I willing to Anfwer, fmelling out at 
laft, what wa$t the Tendency of that Multiplicity of Queftions, qnly to. 
Try my Humour and Freedom. At length thj^y came to the^Matter, and 
faidy 'liey would reduce all thefe Opinions I was Tryedfor^ to one^Headywhich 
th^ thought the Fountain and Spring of all; that was. That Principle of^bg^ 
Xawfulnefs of Private Subjeth, ujing Defenfive Arms atainfi their Sovereign. 
Thy asked if I had Read Books on that Controv^rjte. I told them, I had 
Read fome. PVe doubt not, faid they^ but you have Read thofe of your owii, ' 
Party 9 as Lex Rex, ^^^Nephtali, JusPopuli, &c.. But did you ever Read, 
and Conjiilt their Antagonifts, that are againfl that Thejis ? I anfwered, I 
had never theOpportunity of Reading much,but yet I had feen fome who 
had written againft it, and of late one Mr. Sherlock againft Refiftance of 
thcSovereignsPower.The Reading of which did confirm me in my Judge* . 
ment of tbeLawfulnels of that which he went to Confute,as much as ever 
any thing did, his Arguments are fo weak,and his Expreffions fo unfavory. 
They asked nic,ifeve}'Thad read the Fathers, Greek orLatinel anfwered, I ne- 
ver had the Advantage ofReading much of them, tho' Icouldnot deny but 
I had read fome bothHiftorians and others. A^o,faid they,'u;e believe you do 
not value the Fathers much. Yes faid I, I would value the Opportunity of 
reading them,, if I had it. Its too late now, faid they, to expeS Time to fall 
about^tbat Study.. And fo went about to State the Queftion, which they 
formed to. this purpofe, IVhethr or not it was La'uiful for SubjeSis, or a 
Party of them, when they thought themfelves injured, or to be in a capacity, tQ 
refifi or Oppofe the Supreme Power of a Nation ? I quarrelled at this flat- 
ing of it, and Obje&:d feveral things ; as in the firft place. That the 
C^fHon is not, if whena Party tbink themfelves injured, they may, Rc- 
fiu; but when they are really injured, and not for every Reality of in- 
jury ncitheF> but wiien their Neapeft and Deareft I4batics and Rights ; 
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Civil and Religious were invadcd,e(peciajly fuch an Invafion as threatens 

iueludable Subvcrfion of rhcm, and^ not then in every cafe neithcr,if o- 
ther Means to prevent it be Accefflble ,• but chiefly when all Addreflfcs, ■ 
Petitions, Remonftrances, aire prohibited Next^ I thought not a Par- 
ties efteeming themfelves in a capacity ,or their being really in a capacity 
did make Refiftance Lawful, except cateris faribmy they -had a Call as 
well as a Capacity; they behoved to have both Neceffity and a Right 
to the Aftion, ana the things they were contending for were their real 
and Legal Rights, their Capacity gave them only a Convcniency and 
Encouragement to go about the thing thdV^as previoufly Lawful on a 
Moral oround ; And laftly, I ' alledged that it was not the Supreme 
Power that was formally intended to be Oppofed per fey but only per 
accidensy the Perfon or Party inverted with it happening to be on the 
fide invading, and the Defenders were; not to make Diftinftions and 
Exceptions, but to defend their own. Thefe things we-re feveral Times 
tofled, but I.chufc rather to iet them down as they now Occur, than in 
the Method they were then propofed. Againft the firft it was urged. 
That the Quefiion muft needs bcy when the People think themfelves injured^ 
for the) have no other Rule to Regulate them, they will not, neither can they 
admit of another Reference- ? I anfwered. Their Thought is the Under- ' 
(landing they have of the Rulc^ but it is hot their Rule, they could 
walk by no other underftanding than their own, and it might be fup- 
pofed they have the beft of their own Grievances, and fo it would oiiy 
follow that when their thinking themfelves injured was wrong, 
and only pretended , then the Refiftance wasunjuft; but when their 
Thoughts were true, then it were juft. It was urged. But who Jhall 
he Judge, whether they be really injured or not in their Rights ^ind Liberties ? 
J/j'ould they be Judges of their own Caufe, then every Perfon or Party might claim 
the fame Priviledge ; this would confound all Judgment in the fVorld. I an- 
fwered. That I thought that the Laws of the Kingdom (hould judge 
it, and the World and all impartial Speftators might Judge that : For 
when it comes to a Neceffity of Refiftance, it is to be fuppofed that the 
Grievances coniplained of, and fought to be redrefled by Arms, are not 
hid but manifeft. It is not fo with any private Perfon, pretending par- 
ticular: injuries. It cannot be fo with any Party only pretending their 
fi;fieri(fc, wrong. It was urged again. That the King and his Party with 
him mt^rmave as much and more Rerfon to Judge of the People's Indignity done 
to his Sot^atgnity, and that really they deferved to be fo dealt with as they 
Complained^ ' and in that cafe, who Jhall be Judge between the King and the 
People! anfwcrcdjet GOD be Judge, who coald only give the Eventual 

Jf^iGm y \?mii no other Agreement could be made otherwife, I could 
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fee no other waj^ of Dctermimhgthe'cafe,bntBy ftanding Laws, and thcr 
cleared Evidence, of -their Refpeaive Manifefto -s to the World of the 
State oftheir Caufe. Itwas^rcplyedy That isinly thiRtilhf yud^ingybut 
whojhallgivea Judgment. J anfwcred, if the King and the'People be (up- 
pofcd to be two Parties^ I could not fee How he could be both Judge 
and Party, for then he might claim that Prerogative in every cafe. They 
laid, tthe Km can never be a Party, but always a Judge. I alledged, thar 
he could not: pe in the fuppofed cafe, for that would EftabHfli Tyranny^ 
in the World. - But JhaU the Peofe be JudgesS^iAthty, over their Kin^'i thea 
they defcanted pn People^s Dethroning their Kingi5,and reducing them, 
at fome length, which is neither fit nor poffible for one to rehcarfe. I 
remember I told them, that this was no aft of Judgment for a People to 
Defend their own. Defence is no A61 of JuriGiiftion, but a Priviledge of 
Wtur^. Much more was fpokcn of fixing ^of a Judge to thofe cafes of 
Oppofition between a King and his People. I remember when I faid, 
that for a People's Religious Rights there could be no Judge,but theATor- 
»M, which is the Scriptures; They replyedto this purpofe, that then there 
v:ouldneverbeanendoftheControver/ie ; I faid, if that would' not hold, 
then we muft flee to the Old Plea of a Pope, or a GeneralCouncil. They . 
^d, the King muft have the Judgment of what Religion he vifill have pro- 
Med in . his Kingdoms, and SubjeEis have no • remedy but jubmijjlve Sufferings 
I faid to this Elt'ed, that Subjefts muft have the Dil'cretive Judgment, 
^vhatReligionthey will Embrace, and when it is Eftabliihed as aLand^ 
Right,they might contend for it fometimes otherwife than by Suffering. 
.Vhcnthe State of the Queftion was allowed to be Reformed, I made 
it tp this Effed. Vlhether it be Lavjfulfor a Community of the SubJeSls of a 
^^dy when really injured and deprived j or unavoidably threatened to be de^ 
fri'ved of their Neareft and Dcareft Liberties, Lives, Fortunes, &c. And alf 
^^drefs otherixnfe by Remonflrances, &c. is rendered indcceffible, to defend them^ 
fii'Ves and their Religion, &c,by j^rms againft tfjeir Princes Emiffariesi I 
affirmed it was. They gave the Contradittion to it, in this Pofition, or 
^Othis purpofe, 7%at it was noways Lawful in any cafe, or upon, any pre-' 
tence whatfoever to rejift the Soveraign Power of a Nation, in vvhomfoever it 
'^vas rejident, whether a fingle Perfon or State, and which way foever it 
txvere EreSJed, whether by Hereditary Succejfion or Ekthcn or Conqucfi. I 
Vas required firft. to prove the contrary, which I would have Addrefled 
any felf to do, and offered the Heads that I would infift on the Probati- 
on, viz,, from the. Law of Nature, PraSUce of Nations, and Scripture. O- 
thers Oppofcd that, infipuating as much as a Promife ( or rather threa- 
tening ) of another Hearing of that Matter, and willed rather their 
Lordfhips to Propone the Arguments for my Gonvidion and Conftitati- 

N ^^ 
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on. I fliall only hint at fbme Heads pf them as they^^ Qccur* Otie^N^ 

t^en from the FraElice of our SavioUr\ the befi Examplej vAo hth inthi 
Truti ofhh lift limed feaceuhly under the thenGovirnmenty wtdathUJkaA 
he could have rejifledjmt 'would not. I anfwered^Suffering was tiieEnd of H^ 
Voluntary fufcepted Humiliation^and his Errand to the World appointed 
by the Father^ and undertaken by Himfelf.That is not the Rule of our 
Pra&ice. It was'Replyed, Even in hisSuferv^ he lefiw^n Enfamfle, that 
we Jbouidfolfow His Steps. I anfwered ; its true in many thibgs^as he was 
a Martyr^ His SuflFerings were the pareft Rule and Example for us to 
follow^ both for the Matter and Frame of Spirit ^ SubmiiSon^ Patience 
Conftancy, Meeknefs^ &4:. But not as he was our Sfonfor^ and after the 
fame manner.For then it were unlawful for us to flee, as well as to re- 
iift.They ihftancedthat Scripture, Rom. 13. as an Expreik^ Proof, repeat- 
ing the I, X, and 5, Vetfes. /replyed I would pick my Anfwer out of 
the Verfes they had skipped. That / thought indeed it was damnable to 
refift the Excellent (Or J/w^iw^ of GOD, or any Powers ading as becomes 
Perfons Qoathed therewith,keeping their Line of Subordinaticxi to GOD| 
and Subferviency to the Ends of tneir Eredion, as being not a Terrour to 
good IVorks^ as the MiniSiers of GODy (JTcBut otherways to refift 'the A- 
bufc of the Power, was not a refifting of the Power. It was urged,7l!i/ir 
all Powers there are ordained of GOD ^ and therefore^ be what they willy mt 
to ierejified. I anfwerea, all Powers are not uich as are there defcribed, 
for there are Qualifications of the Perfons and Powers not to be rcfiftcd 
It was Replyed, Thefe are not Qualijkations of the Power Sy but Motives for 
our Subjeflion and Obedience. I anfwered, they are fi>, but they could not 
be Motives, except they were found true in the Perfons. But, faid they, 
*fhere all Power is ordained of GOD y be wh(it it will. I anfwered, all Power 
is ordained of GOD by His /^rcwiV/^i^^w/ ^//,but not every Power aflfum- 
cd of Mentis fo by His Approbative and Preceptive Will. One of the Pre- 
lates faid, Ihat even His Providential Willis not to be rejifted. I anfwered, 
that the Holy Produft of it cannot and may not, but the Inftrument he 
made ufe of fometimes might be refified. I granted, that even Tyrants, 
when COD lays on this Yoke as our Punifhment, muft be Subjeded to, 
as a Plague, but not always to be fubmitted to, when he gives a capaci* 
ty to ihake oif the Yoke. Otherways the Devil muft not be refifted, for 
he is the Prince of this World by Permiffive Providence. It was urged, 
T))dt Nero was then Regnant y when this Command of Non-r^ftance was given. 
/Anfwered, that the Command was given in General for our Inftrudi- 
on, how to carry in our Duties, under Lawful Magiftrates, abftrafiing 
fi:om Nero. And I thought it was hard to prove that Nero was then a 
7yim^ I ha?« read of th^ j^uiniuenmum Neronts, wherein he Reigned 



retf"^. And hdwwb^ )[ aucdgidd,; tW an k Man nilght f6me^ 
times JTC k |Dpd Migflh^ Thprfaid/5%»f •ax/iy/r^^^ Gbnf^jJfonfYofn 
nic. ThcM was ai*cd^ ^ 1 tytimed thiti Article nf our ConfeffioH^ of Fiiithi 
V^t Sfferentt in keligioH w hjldelity^' could not make ^oid the Mafffirati^'s' 
jufi PMviy or Greatnefs ? I ^aid I did with all my Heart. They askcd^ 
hovj I could reeomHetbat with that :Prtntifle^ReJ!/^ane ? I faid^ very wiily, 
Fbr i(ifti)th^ difference in Religion diia not make void his Po^i^ei^ 'yo^r 
it might ftop from admitting to thatTbweV, wJiere thit Reiigiohhe^d^ 
feredfroon^ wasEftabflifhed by Law.* But waring that iai this. tihie,th6* 
it did not make void his I^ower^ ytt his Sabj^3:s difiering fiK>m him^might 
defend theirs. Agaih^ a King mig^t jdi^r in Religionfrom iiis Sabjefts 
feverat Ways^ fomexAigh( be Educfitg, and always continue in a di&rent 
Religion. Othetsrmighi fall from |hat, Which fometimes they Profcflcd. 
Some mil^t not only Profcfs the fame Religion with their Sobjeds, bat 
engige by Coven^t to maintain it, and on theTe Tetnis be admitted to 
the Government, and ytt fell from it. Some again may not only Apo- 
ftatile, but Petfecute the Faithfiit Profeflbcs of it, and go to deftroy 
them and their Religion. I think in that cafe he may be refifted, and 
they may l)efend their Wn^ not meddling with his Religion. Another 
Scripture Argument was brought from' i Peteri.ii, &c. lanfwered, I 
was endeavouring to Anfwer that Command now in this my Suffering 
Lot, Imuft and do fubmit. ^ They replyed, 7^^t /> but Forced dndnot 
Confcientious. I faid, they would not require adive Obedience to ^ctj 
Pleafurc of every Ordinance of Mah» They faid, Paffive^ atleafl, isre- 
qmred. Well faid I, all that is forxred. Suffering is always forced. Bat 
1 alTedged, that SubmiflGpn there f ^qiiirea, was very conmtent with De- 
ferifivc Armsiq fome cafes, 'fhey mi^htfubmit to the GoveTnment,and 
yet defend themfelve^ againft linjuft Violence, ^e liad fomfc wrangling 
about this. Tbea they argued, from the Exan^leof the Primiti'Ve Chrifiians, 
whOy they could demonjiratej we're rnany Times in -a'CapfLcity to rififiy and' yet 
did it not^ I told them, thatw^^af^fp^fation p'fSufleri^ 
well tcUr what capacity they wer^^iki fonietinies^.Jbi: wHethdr tbej^did ntJ^t 
fomctime^Vei^t i. but,t tkoughjt tW cafe Vas ^Kit ^'a^^ weire 

ftated in t^e fame C4rcumitances,;'livinj^ finder"* the Tir* i* "GbVerhment, 
leaving no Vote^ in the Law^'nor/noPrivfledges of teg^'lTj^ai^Right to 
our ReUgion,'v I i^wtd not teU^but w^ mi^t 4o iftheLvRP 

^iE^tcci usas^heididl themiThenX offered to^prove:,^ it hath .be^n't^ 
dable^at "^ii^liiw^KVOJ^^ JPraftice- of liiany; n>nftian Natioils: I in* 
ftltti^ed th^^^isyiiag 4t Home, ;;and the 

B^eWiamy^^^^M^^^^^ 'They faid^' ihefrviete 

mfo much reffeXledand frofofedfor ImHatton^ds the Primive'^Chriftiimsi 
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md bejidesy faid thej.thefe aSled by Authrity in the Suhordinate Mauftrateas , 
Parliaments^ &c. I aiuWered, I owned indeed, fom.c of our Waters, for ' 
Defence, did maintain only that carried on by the Ephori or Primores 
k^ptty but I could not ftick there ; fori thought, that was no Authority; 
but that of Subjefts refifting their Prince, and Defence was no Aft of Au- 
thority, but a Priviledge of Nature, common to all. They urged much 
the Old faying, Preces & Lazhrymxy &c. Prayers atid Tears are the Churches 
Arms. I granted they were fo, the only belt prevailing Arms ; and with- 
out which, all others would be ineffeaiialj and that they were the only 
Ecckjiajitck or Spiritual Arms of a Church, aa a Church ; but the Members 
thereof were Men, and as Mqn, they might ufe the fame Weapons that 
others did. When I offered to plead from the Law of Nature, as that 
which could notContradift the revealed Law of CHRIST,and which was 
not the Grant orDonative q^Princes,nor to be dilpcnfed with or abandon* 
cd to their Pleafure : They had fome quibbling Sophifms, lijat if this 
were the Laiv of Nature^ then in no cafe it ought to le laid ajide, then a Man 
fl)ould refift always y and he can no more part with his Refiflunce than with Us 
Life ; and therefore, faid theyy if you were going to le Hangd, you ouj^t to 
Fight and Refftfor your Life> I anfwercd, that were not a mean to pre- 
fcrve my Life. And befides, it is an affirmative Duty not obliging adfemper, 
at ail times At which one of them wondered how that could bc.I confefs 
I wondered at that Bifliop*s Ignorance. The fame Man asked, if 1 thought 
it -were lawful for a Man Voluntarily to hind himfelfto Slavery y whether that 
was confifient with the Law of Nature / I anfwercd, I thought no, where 
he can have his Liberty. Then faid he. How do you Read of the Hebrew - 
Servant his Voluntarily giving his J^ar to be bored to his Mafler*sDoor. /an- 
fwercd. That was his (Contentment to be a Servant for ever, not his- 
Slavej for he could not be Sold as fuch. Many other things paft that 
have cfcaped my Memory. E:it I remember, they fpoke of hearing mj 
Argument? ahother time. Then fell again Exhorting, T%at I wouUferi- 
$ufly ponder y whether thefe tUngs be of fuch weighty as to lofe my Life for thetfi, 
/anfwcred, I reckoned I was a Prifoner for Confcience, and /was alfoi 
Prifoner to Confcience, bound by the Bonds of its Authority, to owi 
what / underftood to be Truth, and if they could loofe me from theft 
Bonds, ^ I was content to retrafl: and be better informed. Thei ^ig 
they began to make Propofals to me, that I might fave my Lifey if I ^ 
'would but engage to Live Peaceably under the Government of Church and State. 
J told them 1 was not chargccl with any unpeaceable Praftice; yea, but 
laid they, }our Principles are inconjifient with the Peace of the Governments 
r told them I did not think fo, but that they were very Confonant wirf^ 

cfifi Gofpel of Peace ; but lor engaging to Live Pcaccablya I could d<F 
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it very well in the General, for I am a lover of Peace, but I thought ii: . 

would argue I had been Guilty of the Breach of it formerly, and lufoc - 
fted, they and I woald not agree in the explaining of that Peace, tor/ 
believed, whatever it were, it fliould befuch a living peaceably as would 
contcadift my way of Living, and that for which I am a Prifoner. They, 
laid, by Iwing peaceably they meant that I would not rife againfi the King^ and 
Jubmit to the Government of Church and State, /anfwered. As for the Go- 
vernment of the State in many things I profefs my felf a Malecontent* 
Then they made three Offers whereby I might have my Life, vix^. If I 
vxjuld go and hear the Regular Incumbent in any Parijb 1 pleafed to refide tn. 
Or next, if I would not do that, // / would engage to forbear Preachings or 
at leaff in the laftplacey 1 would engage and give it under my Hand never ta. 
Preach that DoEtrine I had maintained even how before them. I rcfufed thefflk' 
all, and to thelaft I told them I was a Prifoner for Truth, and tho'I 
Ihould Die for it, I had rather remain fo and fufter the worft of it, be- 
fore I kept any Truth a Prifoner. Then they threatened Death, and 
that within a very Ihort Tiihe. Nay, one of them proceeded to threa- 
ten Damnation for owning fuch Principles, and fo went away. QncJ 
Paflage /had forgot, that for a coiUiderable Time before / wias Dil- 
mifled,Sir William Pater fm^ and the Clerk of the Jufiiciary came in and heard 
ourDcbates,and before the clofe Sir William challenged me for a Paflage 
in my Letter where / reported, he confejfedy that in feme cafe the King might 
be rejifted. I then affirmed before him it was true, and Attefled the other 
Clerk, wIk) anfwered, he did not remember any fuch thing ; Then / re- 
peated before them the cafe that he confefl'cd. If the King were Difir(0r 
ed orcamefmiou/ly to kill me without a Caufsy I might defend my felf :. ,Qi • 
but J faid one of the Prelates, you indjfJIg^j/fmtifelf in your fanciful Suppojtti^ ' 
otts of things that rarely fall outy and arefoln^rbballe, that they are next to im^ 
piffibilities. 1 anfwered, it was not impoffible but a King might be Dif- 
trafted as well as another Man, and that fuch as had their Wits might do,, 
and caufe be done Diftrafted Afts. And for inftance, / told theiii one 
Story which / had proper Knowledge of, vtx,_. Of the Young Kingof 
Bantam J who when he got the Government in his Hands, by his Ta- 
ther's Refignation, he killed with his own Hands many of his Subjefts 
and cauftd. them to be Murdered without any Caufe, which was the 
Reafon of his Sub jeds prcfent Revolt, which yet the lat^ King of £»£- 
land juftified by his fending for their Relief, . Ammunition^ &c* /:fiii3i 
here abruptly clofe this confufed Relation of that vejcy.Conference / wd^ 
fo weary in the Time of it, that / could not ftan^^nd fo weary in 
writing it, that /• cannot fit longer. / was from the^'^ carried back to 

Eafop, to h^ pcntleman's-Chamber. But before. I i^ 
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Prelates dfcpftrtiiig in a Huff, left mc alone in the Room a prttty fpace, 

and forgot to giveOrders cpnceming me to the Soldiers, who were wait* 
ing in the Outter-Room. After I had ftayed fo long alone, that I wcm- 
• deFtd what was intended to be done with me, I came forth of theRoom^ 
and the Soldiers in all Civility and ( as I thought ) fcrioufly asked mc 
if I was free ; for they bad no Orders about me, I anfwered, I knew 
nothing of it, and fo 1 continued talking with the Soldiers, until a 
Macer came running in great hafte and no little fray, with an O^der to 
, take me to Prifo'n, which was done as above faid. 

Here alfo, / may have fad and Ibrrowful Refle&ions, in tracing back 
many Footfteps of Folly and Feeblenefs in the foregoing Conference, 
( which was my very great Overfight, that ever I confentcd to it ) where- 
in I cannot but remark many Short-comings of that Zeal, and indigna- 
tion I ihould have had againft fuch infamous Antagonifts, the adjured, 
perjured, and conjured Enemies of Jesus Christ, and his Work of Re- 
formation in this Church and Kingdom ; and of that Refped I fhould 
have had for the Weight and importance of that Truth, for which I o&r- 
cd to plead and fuffer, an Honour that I was never either worthy, or 
capable of As, ifl. I am very difpleafed with my felf, that I fhould nave 
trifled away an excellent Opportunity, offered in the very Entry, of a 
Teftimony againft this Antichriftian Prelacy, which hath been the Mat- 
ter of the Church of Scotland's Witneflings and Wreftlings thefe many Jf (ears, 
and againft that abominable Adjunft of their Hierarchical Ufurpation 
upon, and Tyrannical Domination over the Church of Christ. Their 
iarrogating to themfelves the Title of Lordjhip ; by which if there were 
no more,they plainly declare themfelves not to be the Servants,or Mini' 
flers of Jesus CHRisT,in the Work of his Gofpel; becaufe they make them- 
felves, & would be accounted,and challenge theDeference of being Lords 
cvefGOIXs Heritage y which yet / pitifully pafled over in a filly Compter 
mcht, T'hat I hoped they did not expefi that Tttlefrom me, and would not he of* 
fended at tnyToriearance.^htttm I was more tender of offending them, 
v^Iibm I fhould have difdained (with indignation) to gratify, than of of- 
.fending my own Confcience afterwards, and the Generation of the Righ* 
tcous, enquiring after my Demeanour herein. And declaredly did de- 
cline that required Teftimony, in faying. It was not mj Bufinefs at frefim^ 
to dilute that Matter with them, which ignorantly I called, Points of State ; 
vrh'^if as ftow, Yipbn fecond Thoughts, I know no other Bu(ine» fb pro- 
ptt I had \^ith"Them,.as to have teftified againft the Abfurditv of that 
Iprefumptuous Arrogatiofn, and their Perjury, and Perfidy ana Wicked- 
hefs, as Enemies of Christ, in overturning fuch a glori6us Work of Re- 
/^r^ti0n/^ndiktc&i$xip themfelves as Heads andRingte«ders of a Sk- 

forote 
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fdrate Schifmatick Party in the Land^ which now monppolize to thcmfelves 

the Name of a Churcli. And to have brought the Debate to this Head 
only, which would have been more prcjper, pertinent and profitable, 
honeft and honourable ; without any Disparagement to that great Truth 
debated, which was very weighty, ilj.l cannot refleft upon that pe- 
dantick I5^ind of Preamble,to mch a grave and weighty Matter, there and 
then to be handled, without Shame for the Scandal that's in it,MKi Soiv 
row for the Sin of it Z think it fcandalous, that I, or the like of me, 
having to do with f uch cOnhing futtle Sophifls, fliQuld have ihown fuch 
prefiimptuous Self-Confidence, and that hypocritically cloathed withn 
MaskoffeemingHumility in that Offer / made, more like a bragging 
BravOi entering the Lifts of School-Difputes, than a humble eameft 
Contender for Truth ; When I faid, "fhatifthey could produce better Ar^ 
guments agamfithefeT)'tahsj from Scripture or Reaforiy of any convincing Force^ 
than I had for them, JJhouIdbe content to lay them down. Here was Prc- 
fumption, not upon the impregnable Foundation ot the Truths them- 
(elves ; But upon the Pregnancy of my own Arguments for them, and 
the Value /put upon my own Wit, compared with theirs ; whereby I 
both expofed my felf to the Snares of their Sophiftry, and boldly and 
blindly ventured theStrcfs of my Faith, upon the Strength of my Dif-^ 
pute with them ; and upon that vain Venture offered a Submiffionand 
Recantation, if they Ihould confound me ; and declared I would lay my 
felf open to their information, and if they would inform me better out of thefi 
learned Men, I waa willing to hear it, and receive it. Alas ! I did not think 
of the Danger of this : Nor was I fuitably fenfible of my own Weak- 
nefs, or ofthe Greatnefs of the Truth I there laid at Stake. But herein 
I did as fooliihly as a Child would do, that fhould throw down a 
precious Jewel, when tlireatened to be robbed of it,^nd give a Challen&e 
to the Robbers to win it and wear it. It were greater Wi£dom for^thc 
Child to keep it in his Grips, and fight for it as he can, than thus to 
expofe it ; fo it ihould have been my Kefolution, and I ihould have de- 
clared it, that whether they won me by Difpute or no ; yet, I would 
not part with it; knowing it was a Truth, tho' I could not maintain it 
anfwerably. It was a Wonder of Mercy, that the LORD did not leave 
me to be confounded before them. 3/^. /am diflatisfied with my filly 
Simplicity / difcovered before they came to the Queftion, in anfwering 
all their multiplied /nterrogatures, very impertinent for them to ask, favc 
as they were fubfcrvient to their intrapping Defign, and fhcwed a great 
deal ot /gnorance in me to anfwtr ; which / difcovered at length, when 
/ fcatUea out the Tendency of them, which was at befl to try my: 
Humour and Freedom; /think rather /ilxould have declined thefc imper- 
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tincncies, out of Difdain to have more talk with theih than needs. / had. 

declined a far more'iieceflary Matter before in the Entry of the Difcourfe^ 
when / had Occafion to difpute their Titles and Funftions ; and t 
. have queftioned them about their Pra dices and Manner of Life, an< 
Treachery and Truculency, hatefiil to GOD and Man ; 6ut / always 
inclined to the eaficft'Partof it. ^fy. Many other Efcapes may be re- 
marked in my Management ofthis great and weighty Oucftion, manifc 
fting great Faintnefs and Feeblenefs in the Manner, and jgreat Difpro 
portion between the -NVeight of the Matter, and' the Frbnc and Capa 
*ity of the Manager of this Difpute ,• which for Brevity, / would rathe 
■fign over my RefleftJons on them in my own Mind^ than inlafge a Ue 
cfiration of them in Paper. Only in the general, / think it offenfivCj^ 
and an Argument of my Folly and Faintnefs, whereby / put ray fel 
to a Lofs, and gave them Advantage, that being to debate upon thi 
Subjeft of Defenjive Armsy and aSiive Rejiflance^ againft unjuft Violence^ 
by whomfoever offered j and knowing this to have betn the Praftice 
and Matter of fuffering of the LORD's People, in this Generation ( ia 
this Debate by the Prelates defigned to be impugned, and which / re- 
folved to defend ) which maniteftly was an Oppofing of Tyranny : 
And knowing alfo. That the Oppofers of this Truth univerfally, and 
our prefent rerfecuters particularly, do extend their Pbfition in the ge- 
neral, . to all oppofing of, or refifting even Tyrants, "That upon no Pre-' 
tence whatfoen/er^a Prince is to he rejifledby Arms : Yet / reftrifted the Debate 
t^ the reftfting of lawful Princes, when there was no Accefs to main- 
tain their Religion and Liberties any other way; whereas it would have 
been more appofite to the Prafticeofthe LORD's People in thefe times, 
and I more eafie and advantageous for my Purpofe, and more confonant 
to their Antithefis of my Aflertion, to have extended the Debate, SO 
FAR AS to take in both Refiftance againft the Abufe of a Lawful Power, 
and alfo Refiftance againft the Ufe and Ufurpation of Tyrannical Power; 
Hence I was much over-feen in this Refpeft, both in my ftatingofthe 
Queflion with that forementioned Reftriftion ( tho* it be a great Trutlii 
as fo ftated, but not fo pat to the Controverfie of thefe Times ) and in 
my correfting their ftating of it, wherein I alledged, T)yat it vjos not the 
Suf rente Power, that yoas formally intended to he ofpofed per fe, hut onfy per 
accidcns, the Per/on, or Party invefted with it, happening to he on the Side 
invading. Now this is indeed a Truth, when reftrided to a Lawful So- 
vereign Power abufing Authority. That is not oppofed per fe, but on- 
ly /^er accidens ; there is no Oppolition to the Power, but only to the A- 
bufe of it, and to the Perfon while concurring in that Abufe. But it is 
not true of refifting Tyrants i for they are to be oppofed /»er fe, as well 
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z^Per 4faiJkhs I ^ZfKd th€ Power it fel/js to be refifted, and fought vtp be 
xe/cihdf di and i:vit offy as v^elt a$ ^the Effcfis of it; as (hall b^/ouhd to 
* be tfic Gafe qf oi^ ^Refiflance^^^^^ t^ prefept Poweris, w^cnfoevjir'it 

3S ngfitly fiatedi^ . ^ut. by. thisdkft^rd^ I gave my An^ago- 

^ jnifts';Olccafiori to thipk,/my Judgmeiit was of our RcSftance at B^hweJ, 
cStc. that it was only owned in the firft Cafe; and only ftated . againlt 
the Abufe, and fome Mal-adininiftrations of a Lawful Monarch ^imd 
that I "gave and granted, Thatthq Ohjeft of all our Defeqfive Wv w^s 
a rijghtftl ^^iagiftrate ; which I was far from thinkipg in my^ Cp^^QpCe. 
Xhe contrary whereof I fhall declare afterwards :'^' Bat/noj^'. tal^s^piJe 
Queftiqn cqmplextly; as compWhendine.both t^^ Ofes> visU both'T^^IS- 
ftance againft Lawful Rukrsy in the Aoufe oftheir Power, o&fmg un- 
juft Viderice upon a Pecipies Lives, or Liberties ; ;and uft^H^\'n^f}tf^ 
in the Exercife^of their P6v;[j^;^ jpecaufe'^iij the (^^ferpnce: j of^W^pnje 
^ J*^if, whereon 1, would Found^ *^^^^ Xlfi.alj'nb^efi^^ 

"make my Offer .good iaContradi&ioii^ f^^^^9i 'Px^^t^s Antithe^^ xkf 
State of my ,Qneftion, which was, That it isino' ways lawful in ahjl^X^ajte^ 
$r upon any Pretence whaifoevef, to rejifl the Sovereiffi Power if a Natm, tft 
'^homfoever it be rejjdenty^and which TVayfoever it fe ereSiedy whether By Sue 
. cehon^ or EleSiion^ or Conquefl. The Heads that I offered .to infift cm 
were from xh^Law of Nature ^ PraSiice of Nations and Scrrpure\i w)vich 
are very great ' and momentuous Arguments, and of greater ana larger 
Extent, than I can here with any Proportionablenefs pfdfecute. ' Ilnall 
therefore omit the firft two, conuining the Legal and Rational Part of 
the Controverfie, referring to our famous, defervedly renowned, wor- 
thy and learned, invincible Patrons of, and Champions for that excellertc 
Priviledge ofMarikind, the unanfwefable Authors of I^x Rex, N^phtdli 
2Xidlm Ppptilivindicatumi with whofe Judgment' and Arguments I cor- 
dially fublcribe my Ailent and Satisfaction. ' And.bcfcaufelthinkit'mOT: 
fuitableto the Wav of afuffering Coofeflbr'of Truth, the Honour iJf 
which is my only Ambition; I fhall only, i. Hint at fome Hifloricallnjtances 
of the Praaice of the LORD^s People, in aju^ering Lot', worthy /of. Imifa-' 
/ion in this Cafe. And 2. Remember forae Scripture Proofs, f&r this Truths 
the only jure 'Fou/idation and Warrant of a Chri/iians fupringfor aft]/ thin^* 
Andthefe very .briefly. F/V/?, For' Hiftories, I (hall pot inl^ge-on in- 
ftances, that might be niiiltiplied from the Records of all /Aj^s,^ri^^ fo 
itiuch as touch on any, but the PraSices of the Pebplebf GOl) 'undSr 
Perfeeutidn, .which are beft kno\;^n, and moft tihexceptfofaable, ^draw- 
ing an Argiument there from ai j^xtfwp/i J, M^ch to co'pdemfi' were iiilpi- 
oi^ and to deny weremoft impudent, which for' FbiW Kake may rrai 
' thus- f^di thi People of GOD, under hih t>tfpinfaiim^(^ tbeColfetlant, 
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totb the OU and New TefiamentSj bave mofT fnmnmly doneiifTimef rfPit" 

fecution, for defending, vindicating or recovering tneir Rekpon and LOfrtief^ 
may be done itgarn in the like CircumftanceSy when thefe are in the kke Ufr ^ 
xard. But, Vndar both Difienfationsy both in the Old and New TeftamemSf 
fbe People ef GOD frequently ^ in Times of Perfecution^ have dgfendid^ ra* 
dicate (nr recovered their Religion and Liberties , by D^enfive Arms^ ^ffiflii^ tie 
Sovereigfi Powers^ that fought to deftroy them. £rgo. This may may be done 
agahtr -when thefe Relkiousy Civil md Natural Priviledges are in the (k 
HasLord to be defiroyedy by the violent Encroachments of the Sovereign Powers. 
Tkc Maj^r Proportion cannot be denied, except by them that will pro- 
h& themfelves Enemies to the People of GOD, and Condemners of 
' their oioft fireqoemly reiterated Pradice, moft fcriemnly and figpially own- 
ed of GOD, to the Confufion of their Enemies, to the Conriafoa of 
the Woddy that die Caufe for which theyrontended was of GOD, aod 
to the Encouragement of all the Patrons of the fame Caufe, to hope, that 
when it is at the loweft, it (hall have a Reviving and glorious Iffiie. It. 
is true, ibmetimes they did not refift, when either they were not in a 
Capacity, or did not fee a Call to fuch an Adion ; but were extraordi- 
narily Ipirited of the LORD for Paifive Teftimonies, under fufl^ringDif- 
penfadons ; But it is as true, that many times they did reiift, when the 
LORD capacitated, called and fpirited them for Aftive Teftimonies: 
And thet;efore, if their Sufferings under thefe Circumftances, may be i- 
mitated by a People fo ftated : Then alio their Af^ions, under thefe o- 
ther Circumflances, may be imitated by a People in the like Cafe. And 
by an impartial Scrutiny it will be found. That the Examples of- their 
endeavoured Refinance will be little inferior in Number, or Importance, 
,to the Examples of their fubmiffive Sufferings in all Ages; which wiO 
.Appear in the Probation of the l^inor Propofition of the Argument, by Ad- 
ducing of many Inflances, which I fhall only curforily glean out of that 
plentihil Harvefl, that Hiftories afford. Beginning under the Old Te- 
fiament Difpenfation, where the Scripture leaves off. 

Firfl tbeny I need only to glance at that known, and famous Hiftory 
©f the Maccabees, of undoubted Verity, tho' not of Canonical Authority^ 
in which, according to Scripture-Prediaioris, we have a notable Ac- 
count of Heroick Enterprix^SyZXid, Atchtevements and Exploits performed by 
them that knew their GODy and tendered his Glory, and their Religion, 
and Country's Liberties, above the common Catachreflick Nodons of 
incontrolable, irrefiftable Royalty, and abfblute implicitc Loyalty, that ' 
, have abufed the World in all Ages. We have an Account of the Noble 
and fuccesful Refiftance of a Partv of a few Godly and Zealous PatnotSi 
jrMout the Q>aQ\m^tiQ^ of Civil Ajathority/ or Countenance of the E- 
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fB&ri ''G!t:Pr^ii!^i^^tgB^ HcfatiDWledged 4»4 filt»<^ 

jddlcduMo^ thaPcMt^'inpM^aifyy adobtained timlGngiom by Batieties^ 
' with whom the greatdft Part, and thofe of thr gr«wt Note took Part, 
and Sd vikteeUy agmnjithe Cw^moM, and Natioit'$ IntcreTt,, aid ^oer^ c^r* 
ritft bjFhnerks: yet ^ kw Briefts^ with the Concurrence offomecoflie 
mou €ototry M^, did go ta Arms againft him and them, .add^ the . 
LORZy did wondei^folly ai&i? them for a confiderable Time, as was (^-^ 
told hf DaniefyCbsp.iL^ Thj^fdil cmt nnderdie Perfecntion oif Ammbus 
EpifhauetyMA: ^ happily begim^ by MatthkSy a Gc^y PridTt, atid his 
five Sons, who^ beitig ccmiitiaMed under fevere Certifications, to wocv 
IHip accordmg to the then Law, andt&e King's widked L11&;, dad vali- 
antly refift th^ Mwdnatimy wdwent tio Detenfive Arms,, which while * 
living hepatronf^d, and when ^yiag,did encbttragehisSoAaltQk, hf 
a notable Oration, Showing, what Cafe his Country was in^ aod- inribat a^ 
Duty and 0ignity, it was to redeem and deliver it. This wias v^owufly 
'profecute by Juias Maccabeus^ exprefly for theC^oairtel of^eligio6and\ 
Liberty, againft that mighty Tyrant, and all his Emiflaries. I need give 
no otherHiftorical Inftances under that Legal and m<nre rigid Diipenfa^ 
tion, forthc Scripture is very full of them^ as &all appeat in the nesit 
Head of Arguments. 

But now, to come to theHifiory of theGo(pelDifeeniation,k is .true icr 
riie time of thePrimitivePerlccutions underHeathen £mperors,. this Privi- 
ledge of Seltdefencc was not much improved or contended foe by Chrifti- 
ans,who fiudied more to Play theMartfriythxa to Play the A&mhcauk undec^ 
thefe Circumftances the.LORIX was pleafed to Spirit diem for, and call 
them unto,and accept of their Hands only Paffive Teftimonies, while thejr 
were Incorporate under a civil Rel^ion with the Heathens, in Subje&i^ 
on to Govemorsiwho did not by open Tyramvjr, overturn their civil Li- 
berties, only did endeavour to eradicate' Religion, which at that Time 
never became their Right by Law. while they were Scattered^ and oat 
of Capacity, and never could Come to a feparate formed Communit]^ 
by Joynt Concutttnce and Correfpondence, to undertake a declared &ir 
GmncCy while Religion was only Propagating through the Natt(X)S( 
and the LORD did Providentially Preclude the leaft appearance that 
inight be of Prc^ag^ing it by any Armed Force^ being the Gofpd of 
Peace, deiigned to'^fave and not to deikoy ; yet even then,, zsyus Pcftf 
U gives fciveral&!tam^Ies of Cbriftians defending cbdtifelves, j»nd ceicuiilg 
their Mihifiers ^i- MjCttyr5;fo mote mijght bi adduced^ iS they wens of 
ConfeqodQcb t^ inflft^on. But when Religion yi^S once imbraced in im- 
bodied Cotporationr, and Eftabliihed by La^, and ' became a Peoples 
comxhoa loteitft' mi Liberty^ in a capacity to defendk with tbeir Lives 
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and Liberties and when it was Propagated, then the LORD did* call for . 

other txlore adive Teftimonics in thePrefcrvation and defence of it, (rf 
which we have many inftancesin Hiftories relating Tyrants Perfecutionsj 
as the Bohemians many times, both under the Heathenifh and Popifh 
Pet&cutions. About the Tear 894, the Chriftians refifted Drahomica 
Quccnof'Bohemiay 'who thoujght to have deftroyed them, and re-introduc- 
ed P^^^m»/J». About the Year J420, they maintained a long Defenfivc 
War againft the Govemnientlmd the Pope's Legats, under the Manage- 
ment of their brave Captain. Zifca, which was further Profecuted, after 
him, by the remaining T%aborHes. And again in that Country, 
anno i5i8, they maintained a Defenfive,War againft the Emperor Ferit' 
nand the 2d. Elefting and Ereding % new.. Hing in Oppo^tion to him, 
Frfderkk Palatine of the Rhine^ in which j€AV»fc many received the Crowiv 
of Martyrdom. : - . * * 

If wc look to the Hiftory of the IValdenfesy thele conftant Oppofcrsof 
Antichrift, we will find nuny inftances of their reiiftance. About the 
Year 11 94 very early, while K^A/o ( from whom they had their Name) 
was alive, they beaan to defend themfelves by Arms, after the Bloody 
'Edid o( Jllphonfus King cA Aragon ) an Edi^ foiike to many of ours 
Emitted this Day, that, as it would feem, our Enemies have taken the 
Copy of it,fo it were very feemly for the People grieved withfuch Edi&s, 
to imitate the Copy of the fValdenfes their Pradice in oppofition to them. 
jinno 1488 they relifled by Arms Albert de Capitands fent by^Pope/«- 
nocent the %th in Pri^ola and Frajfanierey and throughput Piedmont; where 
for the moftpart the Off-lpring of the Old JValdenfes had their Refidence, 
where very evidently through many SuccefEons of Ages, they fhowed 
themfelves to be the true Succeflbrs of their Worthy Progenitors, Vali- 
ant for the Truth. That's a Famous inftance of their Refiftance. in op- 
pofing fo Vigoroufly the Lord of Trinity in that fame piedmonty 
at which Time they iolemnly asked their Minifters, whether it were not 
lawful to defend themfehes againfi his Violeme yVi\iO anfwercd Affirmatively,, 
and accordingly, they did it with wonderful Succefs. At that tiine,an<l 
many Times* thereafter ; efpecially itisnotout of the Memory of this 
prefent Age, How.iwz^a 1655, a Vigorous Dcfenfive War was Profecut- 
ed againft the Diike pi Savoy by their Captains, Gianavel, Jahier^ dTc 
Which was Efpoufed by many Protc^ftant Princes, /might inftance alfi) 
yAi^ tValdenfss ^ Calabrija^mc 15^0, who took up deieniive Arms iri the 
Timja of PopeP/itf the 4,. If we lookpv€f the Hiftories of the Albigfncei\ 
-we find many inftances of their Defenfivc Refiftance of their opprcflini 
Superiors. About Anno 1200, they defended themfelves at Bezjerszn 

Carf^pjt^ aeakftthe Pope's Legate ^d liis croiTed Soldiers, under the 
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Conduft firft of thp Earl of JBeziersj zv\d then of the Earl of FoiXy and 
the Eaitl Remand of 7io«/o«/J,and were helped by the Engli/h, who then 
Pofleflfed Guicmcy bordering upon T'houlottfe ; which Refiftance continued 
feveral Years. Afterwards, Anm 1226, they maintained a Refiftance a- 
gainft thcKingof Fr/iwf^, and againft hisSon, cSTc. If we take a Glance 
of the Germans, we will find, at the very Commencement of the Re- 
formation, as foon as they got the; Name of Proteftants, they refifted 
theEmjperor Charles $th. before Anno 1547. And inthat Country manv 
timesJf we )>ut caft an Eye over to the Hollander s^ we will find How mu<^. 
they ftand obliged to this Principle of Defcnfive Arm's,having thereby re- 
covered both Religion and Liberty, and Eftabliflied themfelves into a. 
Flourifting. State. We find in the time of the Duke li' ^/Wj Perfecuti-^ 
on;, they began to defend /£/«•/«« and Valenciennes in Henault, whica 
were. Befieged ; and went on till under the Conduft ofU^lUam of NaJ/Uh 
Prince of Orange, they declared the King of Spain to be. fallen from tM 
Government otthefe Countries, and fo effcftually flioke off the Yoke t)t 
^anijh Tyranny. If we go to the French HuguenotSy we will find many 
bftanccs among them, and many brave Heroes raifed up to maintain 
this, I am pleading for, of Older and Latter date. The Hiftory of the 
Civil Wars of France is ftored with the Trophies. The Memoirs of Con-' 
de and Coligni arc yet fragrant ; and after the Parijian Majfacre, we find 
the Refiftance of Sancerrey Anno 1573, and Rochel then andfince. If we 
fend to t\iQ Poles y we are fumilhed with a late inftance of their Refift- 
ance, againft the Sovereign Powers ztLefaa in Polatidy Anno 1^5 y. And 
Generally ,where-ever the Rcformatioji was received, we find this Princi- 
ple Efpoufed, and the Prafticc of it Profccuted. In Scotlar/dy efpecially ' 
this hath ever been owned and witnefled unto, and wreftled for, as a 
great Teftimony and Inamiffible Priviledge of all well affeded to the caufe 
of CHRISfy and intereft of flicir Country ; and was ever blefled with 
Succefs, until the caufe was betrayed bv our Treachery, and Abandoned 
by our bafe Cowardice, into the Hands of thefe Tyrants that have over- 
turned all, for which the LORD in His Holy Jcaloiifie and Indignation, 
Difcountenanccs all our endeavours of this Ndture,cutting us off, and put- 
ting us to fliamc,and difdains to go forth with ourArmies.The Inftances 
are fo Nottour, both in Queen Mary^s Time and, in King JameSyZtid in 
King Charles the firft's Time, that I need not adduce them. 
1 JBtit.2. From Scripture Proofs ; I fhall but briefly gather fome ofthe^ 
juany that might be prcffcd, which being put together to me, leem 
in^pregnablc. . I ;ihall reduce them to thefe Heaas. i. J'fliall adduce 
fome Practices of the^LORD's People, frequently reiterated, never con- 
demned, always approv?n, conferring xVii:^^QVcv^. v. ^\b&^^^^;^^^ 



»"** 



itehcnfions -for their OmiflSon, of this Duty in tjic Sealcn thereof, j. 
Some Promifcs both of Spiritiiig for tiie Duty, and* of Countenancing 
it when imdertaken. 4. Some Prayers Suppplicatin^ f<Mr it. All wbica 
^t together will make a ftronge Argument. 

, Firft, for PraBice^ of this kind. There is nodiing more common ia 
Scripture' Hiftory. i. Iffiallbegin at thcfirft War that is Recorded ia 
the World, wherein fome Lofs fell to the Godly at firft, but afterwards, 
by the Vertueand Valour of their Brethren they were Vindicated, and 
the Viftory recovered with Honour ; £jot and his Family living in Sodom 
was involvecl in the conmion Calamity, and Hazard,wim the reft of the 
^ Subjeds of the Plain, who were engaged in a Rebdtion againft CbetUr^ 
^^ homer King of Elam and his 0>nfeaerate$, vihcm they had firved Twehm 
^arsy and tn the Thirteenth Tear they RtbeUedy and in tlie Fourteenth Tear thef 
; nuere Conquered ( Gen. 14. 4^ and ;. dTc ) and among the reJiyLot was ut* 
hen {V. 12. ) but Abraham hearit^ of it, armed his Trained Servants '^1%^ 
andPurfued them to Dan, and refcued him. V. 14, 16. thereby jufdfying 
that Rebellion, by taking part with, and vindicating the Rebels. Here 
I argue thus. He that mayrefcue SubjeBsfrorn the Violence of any Tyramiizt^ 
mg Domination by Arms^ may alfo rife mth thofe Subje^s to Opp^e that Violence* 
But Abraham J/Vi here refcue SubjeBs jfrom the Violence (?^ XhedorlaomerV 
Tyrannix,ing Domination^ Ergo, al/o he might and vwuld have rijen with them 
to Offofe that Violence. 2. After the LORD'S People were Poflefled of 
Canaan, and forgetting the LORD, did enter in Afiinity with thefe 
interdifted Nations, fome of thefe Nations were left to prove iCrzei, that the 
Generations of the Children o/Ifrael might know to teach them l?^r Judges g, 
1,2. ^nd^ when they did evil in the fight of the LORDy he fold them into the 
lland of Cufhan Riihathaim King ^Mefopotamia, whom they ferved^ and 
were SubJeB to Eight Tears. V. 8 . . But when they cryed unto the LORD^ 
their Rebellion, Ihaking oflF that Yoke of that Conqueror's Servitude^ 
was Succefsful under the Condud oiOthnieh V. 10. And ajfter a Rclapfe 
into the like Defeftion, thev became ^bjeft to Eglon King oiMoah^ 
whom they ferved Eighteen Years. /^ 14. but attempting^ the fame JRe- 
ihedy by Arms under the Condud of Ehudy they recovered their Liber- 
ty. V. Seq. adfii. And after his Death falling into that Sin again^ which 
procured the like Mifery, they became fubjed to Jabin Itmg of Ok- 
naan, that Reigned mHasuor who had poo Chariots of Iron, and 20 years 
he mightily Oppreflcd the Children of ^^e^ Judges^ i. 2, 3. but by 
the LORm Conmiand,under theCondud: of Deborah miBaralk tbsf re 
belled and prevailed, V..6y &t. Whence I take two Ailments. 1. jf 
.,«W the lord's De/gn in letting Tyrants and Offreffors prevail over his Pi 
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pk to teach thm WoTj { tjohich only could he (^^ethtfl ^fbefe Tyrants jmd^ffrefiA 
to whom they werejubjeU)then wheu fbeywerefoOfprtffed that 

^to PraSice; But it:v)M thi LORD's lie^ in ktting tke Lmdrtftfm 
Philiftmes^ and other ^Offrefftng tyrants ff evait on/er his Peofk^ to teach them 
Waty &c. £igo^ vihen they were Jo X)fprejfedythey might and did mt that in 

foBice^in drfenJhg themfehes againll their Superiors that Offreffea ^riiem. 2. 
the LORD* s People ferving a Sovereign Domineerit^Poweri niayfiudue offthe 
T&ke ^ their SubjeShony tJm may th^ defend themfihes fy Re/t/fance agaisM 
than, i for there is ho other way of feaking it off ) tut the IXiRDsi 
Pei^kjervim a Sovereign Domineering Power, ma/ ( as is dear by thefeEocam^ 
fles)Joake of the Toke of their StttjeEiion to them. Ergo, they may Afeni tb^ 
Jehfes ^amfl them. Oojedt. If any Cavil^ that thefe were not their own 
Kings to whom thev ow^d Allegiance, bat t>nly invading Conquerocs^ 
whom they might Refiff. I.anfwcr, firft, yet tncy were the S&v&aam 
Powers for die Time^ and therefore tfHoyalifts^and Loyaliib GrounSb 
hold good, they ought upon no pretence whatfoever to have heen Re« . 
fifted, and tho' they were not indeed by Compa6l their own Kiogs^ 
yet by Conqueft they were, and alfo hy their own Confent, when they 
fubjeaed themfelves and payed themKing'sDues^ a//ai,.Tribute, cjTc. 2. No 
more are they our own Kings,who either intrude themfelves into an Ar^ 
bitary Domination over us, ( without any Terms of a Compaft upon 
a pretence of Hereditary Succeffion ) or being our Covenanted Kings^ 
overturn all the Conditions of their Compaft, and degenerate into TyJ 
rants. To fuch we owe no Allegiance, more than IJirael did to thefe Do- 
nominators. 3« I retort that Old rec(£ia cram he y who ihould be judge 
whether they were their own Lawful Kings or not ? for they afted as 
Kings,and thought themfelves their AbfoluteLords, and gave themfelvci 
out to be fuch, and yet we find an approved Rebellion againltthem. 
4. When Jfraeldxd evil again in the fight of the LORD,they were fub* 
jcfliedto the Domination of the Princes of ilf/irV5f», who ruled over them 
(even Years, but "when they cryed untp the LORD, Gideon was raifed up 
to entcrprife their Deliverance by a forcible Refiftance, who by a ver^ 
few Men did wonderfully acccomplifli it according to Divine Commit- 
fionand Commkmi, yu4ges 6 and 7 Chap. And having calkd his Bre- 
thren out of aU Mount j^pA^^ a Conjunftion with him in the Pur-- 
fuit ofhis Viftory, in the Profecution of it, when he demanded fupply of 
the Princes of Succoth and of the Men of Penuel; and they deiwed it^^ he 
ierved them as Enemies, and taught thefe of ^«ccwj6 with Briers amd^ 
Thoras,and beat down the Tower of P^;«^> Chap. 7. Whence largae;. 
U^ a /mail Party mfiy^h QOD^s Approbation deliverthemfelvesy midtbeymk^ 
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had ferved feveral Tears, and may Punijb their Princes that do mt come out to 

their help^ in a Concurrence with thept a^d encouragement' ofthem^ in that At^ 

tempt ; tfjen may a People defend themf elves againft their Opptejfots that. Rule o* 

fuer them ( and all ought to concur m it, or tife there would' not beja- 

ftice in punifliing them that are defeftive in this Work; ' But we fee from 

this 'Example, that Gideon with a fmall Pa,ty deli'vered themfeheSy and the 

whole of their Community J from the Bondage of Midian, that ruled over them 

for fevenTears, and punijhed the Princes of ouccolh andtheMehofPcnudyfor 

not encouragitig them in the profecution of that Attempt^ Ergo, &c. Objed. 

If it be faid, Gideon ^.nd the reft ofthefc extraordinary raifed Judges, 

were Magiftrates, and therefore they might defend and deliver their 

their Country, which a private People, that are only Subjeds, maynot 

do. . I anfwer, i. They were fubjcft to thefe T^ants that Opprcffed 

them, who were the Sovereign Powers of that Time, and yet they Ihokc 

off their Yoke by Defenfive Arms, 2. They >vefe not then .Magiftratics^ 

when theyfirft appeared for their Country's Defence and Deliverance; 

neither in that did they ad as fuch, but only as Captains, of Rebells, in 

the efteem of them that had Power over them. It is clear, Gideon was 

not Ruler, jtill that Authority was conferred upon him, after the Ddi- 

verance. See Judg. 8. 22. cTr. Yet he did all this bejFore. 

5. After the Death of that brave Captain and Judge Gideon, when 

^Ahimeltch, the Son of his Whore, did.firft afpire into a Monarchy, which 

by the fame Arguments, which Royalifts make fo much of for EftabliOi- 

ing their Idol of Monarchy, he pcrfwaded the filly Shechemites to confcnt 

to, and by Bloody Cruelty did ufurp a Monarchy or rather Tyrannical 

Throne of Domination/ounded upon tlie 'Blood of his 70 Brethren, whom 

he Murdered all upon one Stone, except Jot ham, who fcomed to put his 

Truft in the (hadow of fuch a Bramble; and they that didfubmit, found 

his Parable verified , a mutual Fire Reciprocally confuming both the 

Ufurping King, and his Traitorous Subjects ; at length GOD fending an 

Evil Spirit between Mirnelech and the Men of Shechem, not only was he 

refifted by the Treacherous Shechemites, which was their Brand and Bane, 

in the Righteous Judgement of GOD, fot their aiding him at firft, in 

Killing:of his Brethren ; Jud. 9. 23, 24. &c: But flfo he was oppofed 

by.otlvers of theMcnof Ifraet, as at ihebet, where he was flain by a 

piece of a Milftone, thrown \yy a Woman , Verf. 5 o. ad fin^ whence I 

^%^^^y If an Ufurping Tyrant, and Acknowledged King by the Generality, nug 

be difinimed by the Godly, and threatened with GOD's Vengeance to confime both 

him and his Accomplices, that comply with him, which will certainly fall out in 

the LORiys Righteous Judgemehiiand^ if he mdy'rbe oppofed and refi/led, not only 

4^^^ fiat/et him up, hut alfo by others that were % SubjeBion to him,md a^ 

^^Sfff^ ^^jKf/M fy thm, tbtthoin any rejcwiment «f tbtrc;^ x^ the Nwtqir; rA» 



ntOf 4^Pe(iJ^,v^h^,n^^^ ^andin \be£ice»ioH pfju^hf Dofninator, Mf^i 
ti.ewfelvesiiig4f(tn his ^orce^ 'Biit h^fJsM Examfkoftti^ ihai^'Ahimeltdii an^ 
tJ^iirting Tyrattty tut acht&aiicdgeaking iythe Generdlityl fcotJ difowned' by a' 
Godly jott^^un^ and^threatejied- wkk Vemeati^-. to <onfume both him and the 
$hcchcmitcs l^s ComflicesC'which accirdmglyfeU out in th^ LOKD*s Righteous 
Judgment ),'whei^ not inly he wds'^offofSbyihfShcchcmkeSy thaifet him 
nP^iuiallo by thfiPeofJeai Thebez^ v>ho were before in SupjeBion to hm^^ 
imd killed ky^J^^l^dih'^reJi of Uriel did never refm ii,bui ^e^arted^^^^ 
tMJ^ every Man um his Place. ErgOy &c. / ' *./ . . '\ ', ; 

^{^^Viiiwjfraet igaui falling mdct the Tyrany of the ChMrfen oiAnt-: 
wf> oppreQing thejii i8 Years, did by Defenfive Arms and fi.eflftance a*^ 
Mtinft thcfe Supreme Powers, fliake 6ft their Yoke undef the Condad 6f 
jefhihah the Gikadit.ey they were challahged fharply by the Men of 
Bfhrainty who, itfeems, claiiued tlte Supremacv ind Prerogative of mak- 
ing 'War, and therefore came to Revenge, ana Reduce 3^^/^AtZ>^* aiid his^ 
Community to order, andtoPdnifh them for their Suppdfed breach of; 
it,cafiing thereby a Copy to our regular Royalifis and Loyalifts who are' 
very Tenacious of this Plea of the£/*r/wwftf«;that at leaft without thePr/-' 
mores Rmn noWa^ is to be iaade^y^t w^ fbd Jefhthah did not much regard 
it, but uoUtly Defended bimfelf, and flew of them 420^0 Men, known; 
by their Sihbpletb { 3^«^: 12. ) Whence I argue, ^IfPeofki when queJUonr^^ 
ed for defehdiiigthemfehesy by them that claim a Super ioriiy over thht'^^ arul' 
fiomd deliver them, may defend themfihesi both without ihemyondagainfi thefn^ 
then it is a People's Duty and Priviledge : But by this Example , we ^e Jeplithlh 
4ind,h'is Party y when qtiefiionedy for defending , themfslvesy . by Ephr^imi Jhat ', 
clatmea " " 
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-J. When theyaidEvii again in the fight of the LORD,afid thdLORD* 
delivered them into the Hinds of the Phitifiines 40 Yeai*s ; whdm theMeti' 
of Judah acknowledged for their Ruler s^^; yet 55z;^^)o»i that Ra!ckle-hand-|^ 
cd Saint, never ceated frOm pelting them u^o^ 'aH (Jc'cafic^ and after- 
iriany Mifchiefs' he had done t'hfem, wh^n^Tnjte^^^^ Huiidered M^n of Jii-\ 
dah wetit up' tb'the R6ck £^^, toEkpoftiiatfe with^^ 
dope, fo difprderiy ( a$ they thought )ahd. faid to SdmpfoHy knowefl thof^ 
noty ihat^the PJjiliftihes /ire- Rulers ov^/UsTWkat is this tbatfhohi haft done. 
Sampfon Objfefts nb;J&ing againft thefrl^ij6|; Risers,' but notwit^ 
"proleciites hi^ Turpofe of Vindicating .himf elf, % the Defence' ; of his 

"Country. ''Asil^y^didunto mfiy hys bc^ /(^'hanje I dofle unto theml Ju%; 
;x$. ii. Hehc^Tatguie, If Satnts nuty avenge t^^ tbmyvfbmthi 

- Country call Rukrs^ 4ndjnabledbj G0l3y tkdydo tb thiein; Mfthey^ia to them; 
then vtdy a People defend themfelv es:agaU(l them ; ' bit here is an Example of it 
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8'. Attcrthe.PericJdof thar7^^ocrfl(:>, ^ichthcLORiyhad'flmiWfa-. 
cd^ arick ]S3(aijage<i foi; fome time, itt gfeat Mercy and Majtfty inland ovcf 
titis P(Lpjpie, wjitrein in .'their Diftrels, and uncier their* Oppr^^hs, ^i^ 
l^iJS^' raiM up Saviours; who delivered them Efeituaffy fand While they 
Triifted in god; and crjred to himin th^ul€ ofthis'ftri^led^tf ofDc- 
feofive Anns againft their oppreffing^ Rulef s,' they neVet ' wanted* cither 
Means .or Siiccefs i biit itching after Novelties, and afltfting to be Nefoh 
bour-like, when they rejVfted the LORD in defiring a King, and 'tjic' 




wlioUy Mancijpate this I^rivilecige of Rcfiftince , but wt find" irifbncles 
oXtheir maintaining and praaiCng it, not only in David*s Defenfivc Ap- 
ppara^ntewitK Kis little Aririyii'but'bifefore that, whenin' the Pflrflrft of the 
Pli/ijUnei; He had changed the Pibpit'wkh a Fodlift Oath; .iSteuhto" 
many ohheirifn^ring^Oath's,; that Monarch'S^'ule to impoft u^difc'P'eopli^* 
not to Ea(any FoodutOit'EvenifJgi Jdiiathan his Son^f^dbuta littUHimeji 
and hy he mufi die, whleh Saul confirmed with another PeitJmptdry 
Oath ! GOD do fo to hinty and more^ alfo, ifhejhoujd not die, whereupon 
the Peopk'as refoluteon the other Hand to fa ve him, who had 'wrought 
fo great a Salvation' in Ifraely refitted the rage of that Ruler, and Swore 
as reremptbrily, that" hot one Hair of his Head IhOuld fall to the Ground, 
So the People Re/cued JonathsLti that he died not f i Sam. 14. ly, 16.) 
Hence I argue. If the People may rejifi 'the Commands y and rejcue a MaHJrom 
a 'iyr ant's Cruelty, then may they defend themf elves againfl him; but here is(i» 
Examples that the People of litael rejijied the Command, and r^«ei Jonathan 
from the Cruelty o/Saul, not only by Perfmfion, but by Peremptory Refolutioh 
nottofuffer it i for as they uithfiood him in JVords, when he gave buttVords, 
fo they would have with/lood hm in Deeds, if he had attempted Force; feeit% 
they Swear they would not Ue it be done. Ergo, &c. 

jh After the Seceffion of the 10 Tribes from Subjeftion to the Houfe 
o(Davidy when Jthoram the Son of Ahat reigned over Jfael, and had 
ifcahy figtial Dtmohltlrations of the Power of GOD, exerted in the Mi- 
tultryofliis Servant dFiSj^^, which 'Sometimes' did extorc his Acknowr 
l&^meht,.. and made him call the. Prophet his Father, 2Kir^5 6* 21. Yet 
^en in tlie Strait Siege of i'^aW^,. ne was plagued with Famiine '6>r 

Jw?Mtry^f^ tfaat th^ plttjMIvlQthecs were mftde to eat their o^ 



tender Chiktoch, AttlTyiaotaBas.toiffifted ^xirt^^ <m?»i^ 

Hidmf^T^o^ if the J^ia4}^lmh»^tts:S^ofSJ^iBk j^miNS 

keep out the.sHepfefagai&lt him, ia^c^ tP .the^El^r^^^ .&^r^j'* h^.^M^ §P9 



thoOgh^kt^Kksg c»Etiht;liand.fQDiihe!Tiriie. .Whs^dkl VS^^M^J^ 

nocent . ^St^0i 5 '*^ '- ^y u Cmimum^Affucb iimt6cim\Sfi^§ipi^^, cfk^ 
fehes ngdOft^ -d Ki^^vr .hUiEmiJfcariBSyCQming aga^ ^^^;A^??^ 

ErraM :- M^ bm taefeeKdng . Jehorani'^ bitv^^emtn, ^\^ffni?ijR'i^ 
ittttocentEiitiiay fooere na ptwexqardedy tbana Mu^ri^r^.^^-^^JI^^ viprjf 

rejifted h heptngthemauty mth^Dms: Jj:gQ,&j:.V ;. ^^^.\;^\ x^^^\ 
jto. In th^Kangdo^ of JudoA^^ei^J^^^y^Eag^xiWo^ qfii S^95^^?%9f 
Hereditary TyraiuBiy.ln saanymuikm Ki^g^^. tbs^^t^f^Jfi Aa^jg^ 
<they had loog&aiMtd'SoT th^itnM^^ tj)y^ty:i^m^ish ^^Id^^^amfon^ 
ing^ Md forgetting, :and forgiMng.tJii&I^j(ited*i>£r(|fifeiegi 
riors, began to bcftirthcmfeLvcs, inJdiek/EnidtaiJi^BriS.rJip.'iie^^ 
loft Liberties, andiepcefs Tyxaots Infokncies, on r |e?eral / Occai^^^ 
Svherein,tho^&mc tinsesLthfefic ^ece Exi;Avaganc(e9i^'Iif Hi Circumftanci^s 
did mat the Jui(pii:e^voE.the\A&ion,and/on;i^. d(d\go^,be}^^id< their Sjpl^rie 
shto a tuniytttwy^Pi^cijjitatioa/;/ yetmponthJS M^Rer/it was Jiifp^f, 
'arid ill ' Conformity - to zMquL Cbmmabd, . Mrh$n 'not^ wly. t Jiey ^^mfqi 
their wicked Kings ; ' hvtt x^prought them to condigni PmiQkWimtyJ^^ their 
Idolatry and Tyranny, ^^m^ the Son of Ahaguah, ait;et ie d€geijeriat«d 
into murderfftg' Oppire^ffibnywasflaini by jfozMbar and-JJf^^^^^ ^jKta* 
12. 20, 21. Suiiiiatijl4riis lay his own Servant?,, i^ 
' .whptefore they a|^ €idUdMucckms,ivho wore tkdrf^i;;^ pi^^^^lfy:^' 
%ixJtih his Sony ^Kiiuu^i ^^0. But.npon tie:Ma;teri:ite «»^.ll»A^ 
of GOD, whi€hhe>defetved,.ifit)had beenidwty, ^xcfti^ffc i,r A)rJ5fep,v^^ 
oftheSpn of jff^df^rfiifcthePDicft, 2 Chncn: 24. ^j, ! Sq.>4**<« tjie Soq 
'o( Manaffey fbr-his^Bdrigin thc'Way.ofi: BistBatb^, J^(}A9W^y.^ 
^ Tyranny, andferfaljingitHeLQRJ} (iQDujf ijh^ J?»tb8^s,^fya§j^flSn, jn 
' his own'Houfe,'fey hfe Sewa(iit$, ^^xdio-con^ired ^g^lsft ikm.k t^JA^.^^hV 
tjbis was juftice alfdu]^ the. Mattet, and confoja^nt^to the C^pqiatid^ 
fi>r pnniflung Idolaters and Muidetersi yet becaufe defe^iye/in the 
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Manner, >nd done by thetn that took too muchi:^on thehi^iSi i ^^ 
fidiious Way of private Affaflinatidnand Confptracy; therefore the People 
of the ^^dpuniJhed them for it, z Kin. 21. 2 $5/24. But\ tb^^repceffii^ 
iand punishing of AmaxAch is a more unexceptionable Inftance, 7^ />^(^e 
maie, a ConJ^iraej againfl him in Jertifalem, and he fled to Lachifh, but thej 
fint after bim to LzchUh/md Jkw him thert^z Kin. 1^19^. After the-Tm 
^bat he turned away frerh following the LORD, 2 Chron. 25.27. .wJtfCb wa§ 
acbording to the Command, Dex^r. 13. 12. whichh^thno Exceptipnqf 
Kings in it.- T|his Adion was not qi^tioncd, either by the, 'People; or 
Ills Succeflbr, as the fore-mentioned Confpiracies were. His Son Vz;uah 
fucc^ding, who did Right, and confulted the LORD^ 2CAron,ji0..ii h 
did not refent rior revenge his Father's Death,which cer^nly he wpuld 
have done by Advice XMiZachoiiahy who had Underftaftding in the Vili;' 
;6ns of GOD, if it had beenaTranfgreffion. The fampus and feithfol 
Mr. Khpx dtoth dearthi&Paflage beyond Cofitradidion,m bis Conference 
^thLeihifligtbuh^/SS2^^ Hence I take an Argument afejtir 

'ori. If Pe^pk-may cdnjfire and concur in executing Judgrnent upon their Kit^f 
. turning Idolater, and- Tyrant ; then much more may they di^endthemf^lves agM^ 
his Violence r Buf by this Example wefee^thai the People did cortfpireyond concur 
in execupip^^t^gnkni il^n:^their King Aniaziah, turningIdolater,Scc. Ergo. 

i|. The lame Power and Priviledge of People's refifting their Prince, 
was^exampffficd in the Succeflbr of him laft mentioned, viz,' in Uxxidhy 
the Son mAmax,iah/:iX^ Az^ariah, 2 Kin. 15. when he degenerated into 
the AmBkion of arrogating a Supremacy in all Caufes Ecclcliaftick ; 
Sacred as will as Civil; His Heart was lifted up to his'. Defirutiion, for he 
tranjgrejfcd agamRthe LORD, and went into the Temple of the LORJDy to 
\lum Jricr/fe ; in which Ufurpation he was ^refitted by Ax^ariah the Prieft, 
and with Fourfcore Priefts of the LORD, that were valiant Men, who 
withftood him , who told him. It did not appertain to him to take upon 
him fo mtich,and bade him go out of the Sanftuary , or elfe it fliould not 
be for his Honour ; which indeed he ftomached at, as an Affront to be 
fo controlled and refifted ; but in thinking to rcfcnt it, he was plagued 
of the LORD with Leprofic, which the Priefts looking upon, theythruft 
him out, from thence, and fequeftrated him from all Supremacy,' both 
that which he had before in Things Civil, and that which he was af- 
• fecting in Matters Sacred. For he was made to dwell in a feveral Houfc 
being a Leper, and to refign the Government to his Son ^foitA^/w's Hands. 
^. Chron. 2(5. i5, 21. Whence I argue. If a I^rime for his Ufurpation he- 
yo'nd^his Line in Things Sacred, may by the Prieiis he excommunicated'^, and 
thereafter depofid ; then may a Prince , ufarpit^ both Sacred and Civil 
T^^'in^j and oppreffing his Suhjeils in all their Ubertiis , be reJiJUd ? 

But 



( ^^9 ) ^ 
-But here is anEocamff^ rf the farmer ^ that TJziizh for hisUfurpmim ufontb 

Priifi-i Office^ waafirff excontmtmicatedy andthen dePofed^. E^go, &C. 

We have ^foan Inftance of thi? in the Reign or/^/wr/iw, the Son of^^- 

jS^iapA/s^jiWho turned Apoftatc and Tyrant, and (kw all his Bret hrtH with 

tthe Sword y and dn/lfrfe alfo of the Princes of Ifrael*; moreover he made I£gjy 

Places in the Mountains of Judah, and caujed the Inhalntants of Jerufalem to 

-commit Fbrnication^axd compelled Judah iherfto ; for which Caufe of his intol-' 

:hrable bifalency in It^kednefs^ Libnah one <fthe Cities of Judah^ revolted front 

under his Uavd^hecaufe behadforfcdimtheLORD GOD of his leathers, 2 C^onJ 

^it^ -^iro. Which was tJ^e Motive of their Refolution ; and is not to be 

detortedto that reftrided Cavil of Royalifts, iinderftanding it 1 only as 

the procuring;Caafe ofliis Puniftiment : For in that Senfe,it might as well 

be laid of the EdomiteSy vrho revolted at the fame Time, and of the Phi- 

.hfiines^ zn6^ .Arabians axid JEthiopians/whofe Spirit the LORD JUrred tip a-- 

^^AinfH him. Tiiefe-were alfo a Punifliment unto him, but it is notuid, 

Liicither would it found fo fuitably, That they made their Oppofition> 

becaufe he had fmfaken the LORD GOD of his Fathers : But this was the 

very formal Reaibn of £/i»/iA's Revolt. Whence I argue. If a People may 

• tevifk fiom a Prince, and difmm their Allegiance , becaufe of his Apojlacy and 

\ Tyranny y then much more may they rejijlhis Force. But there is an Example 

' of LilHiah'j: Revolt Jrorn^ and difowning their Allegiance to Jchoram, becaufe 

of hisApoftacy and Tyranny, &c. ErgOy &c. 

11. After the Return from, the Babylonijh Captivity, when the Jews fell 
about the . Work ol building the Temple, which they would do by them- 
felves, and not admit of any Aflbciation with Malignants, upoji their (i- 
nifter Mifinformation and Sycophantick Accufation, That they were build- 
tng.the rebellious and. bad CitVf and would refufe to pay the King Tolly Tribute 
andCufiomy they were ftraitly difcharged by Artaxerxes the King of Pcrday to 
proceed in their ffirky .under the- Prohibition was execute by Force and 
Power, £jcr. 4. But by the Encouragement of the Prophets Haggai and 
Zechariahy countermanding the King's Decree, they would not be hin- 
dered from the Work ot the LORD, the Eye of their GOD being upon 
them s tho* Tatnai the Governor of thofe Parts, ShetharboTjnaiy and 
their Companions would have boafted them from it, with the ufual Ar- 
guments of Malignant s, Who hath commanded you to do fo and fo ? Ezr. 5. 
.3, $. And yet this was before the Decree of Darius was obtained in 
; their Favours, Ew. 6. Whence I argue, If a People may profecute a Duty, 
without and againfi a Kings * Commandy and before an Afiowance by Law can 
L be obtained ; tben.tnay a Peopk refijl their Commandjyand Force ufed ta execute 
them: But bexelis.an Example that the Jews did profecute the Work of the 
tORPy without and againfi Artaxerxes his Command^ and before D2.ria5 hi^ 
Allowance could be obtained. Ergo, &c. "- \^^ 
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14: When Nebemiah came to Jernfatm^ and k\4ted?tt!e3(^/"tO\lvK|| 

up the Walls of the City, they. itt^tigthened their .I)and5 Ipr .-tb^tfi^gppd 
' Work^ againft very much Oppo&cion; and when challenged hf &mial- 
lat the Horomtej and Tobiab the Servant the Amrkonite, and'<^$0w the 
Arabian J great King's- Men all of them, who fell tadefpife andl>aafi *ei», 
What is this that ye do? Wilt ye rebel gaitifl the JCiii^f fay 'ihey. Hfe 
would; not plead Authority, tho' in the.generaliiA^had the.iCiHgts War- 
rant for it; yet he would nor give them aiiy other SatisfeAjdn, thai 
* to intimate to them. That wh^her' they "had thkt\pr'^ot^ viiaVJb^Khe 
Call of GOD to the Work, they would go on in- t'be-'DatyJ.andrGOD 
would profper them againft that Oppofirion, Neh.i. ip, 20. AmL.jSLC- 
cordingly, not withftanding of all their Scoffs, Plots and Confpiracics :to 
fight againft JerufaJemy and to hinder the Building ; yet they went on, 
and were encouraged to remember the LORDjMarid ^fight for tbcir 
Brethren, their Sons and their Daugh'ters,their Wives and" their Houfejf, 
and to build with Weapons in their Hands, Nek Chap. 4/.and brought 
it to an End, notwithftanding of all their Pradices, to fruftrate them 
from it. Chap. 6. Hence I argue, If neither Challenges of Rebellion^ mr 
PraBices of Malignant Enemies ^ who pretend Authority y nor any, Difctmrage^ 
pients luhatfoever Jhould deter People from a Duty^ vshich they have a Call, mi 
Capacity from GOD to profecute , and ifthey\ may promote it againft all Oppa* 
fitiony by Defenjive Arms ; then when a People are opprejfedj and treated as 
Rebels y for a Neceffary Duty, they may defend themf elves and maintain their 
Duty J notwithftanding of alt Pretences of Authority againft them: ^ But berr 
neither Challenges of Rebelliony nor the PraSiices ^ Tobiah /a;/i SanbalIat,dfC. 
nor any Difcouragements whatfoever, did deter the ]cwsfrom building the Wall, 
to which tkey had a Call and Capacity from GOD i but they were refolved to 
defend themfelves againft all Oppofition : Ergo, &c. 

I IhaJl add but one Inftance more from the Hiftory of Efther ; Bc- 
caufe Mordecai refufed to do Homage to a Hang-man ( Haman, I ftioulci 
fay) a cruel Edift was procured from Ahafuerus, to deftroy, to kill 
and to caufe to perifli all the ^ews, both young and old, which was writ- 
ten, and fealcd with the King's Ring, according to the Laws, of the 
Medes and ?erjiansy becoming a Law irrevocable and irreverfiblej Efth> 
y. 12, 13. Yet the" LORD'S Providence, always propitious to his 
People, brought it about fo, that Haman being hanged, and Mordecai ad- 
vanced to Honour, the Jews, were called and capacitated , as well as 
neceffitated, to refift their armed Authority, that decreed .to mafllacre 
them, and that by the King's ovm Allowance, £yf/r...Chap, 9... When 
his former Decree drew near to be put in Execution, Jnthe Day that the 
S/^^m^s ^f^ej^ws hoped to have Power over them, i$ was turned to the con' 

trarl 



• . . , ( irr ) 

trd^yy th^lth^'Jtws hkd'Kttk ov^ theptj that hated them, and ho Man could- 
V)ith$flm^ ihenty foV ihe Fear.oftbim fell ufon all People. Here they had the 
Allowance of Authority, to tefift Authority : And this was not a Qift 
of new Right by that Reniit, which they had not before, only it was 
corroborative of their Radical Right to defend themfelves, which is 
not the Donative of Princes, and which they had Power to exercife,' 
and ufc wifh6at this, tho* may be not that fame Capacity. From which 
I argue, '-5^' a Veofle may have the Allowance of well advifed Authority y to r^- 
JSi the Decree y and Force of unlawful Authority , then may a People maintain 
Rigfjt Author ityy in defending, themfehesy again fl the Injuries of pretended Au^ 
thwity : But by this Infiancey we fee y the ]cw$ had Ahzincrixs his Allowance 
td rejijtthe Decree y and Force of his oxvntll advifed Authority y tho^ irreverjihkl 
Etgo, A People may maintain Right Authority y in refijiing and d&fending-t/jent^ 
Je/ves againft the Injuries of pretended Author, ty. And hence we fee. That 
IJiftindion, lo much' cried' out a^inft, is not groundiefs , between re^ 
fiftirigthe AuthofitV' of Supreme Powers, and the Abufes of the- fame, 

2, We h^ve in tne Scriptures fome both tacite and cxp'refs Reproofey 
for lying by from' thw Duty of Defenfive Refiftance,in theS^afon thcr^ 
of. As I. In:;^^^^^. S'WalftVSong, or Prophttical Teftament; declared 
to Kifi^ Cl]Slc!reh before ttsT)eath|^ what fliGuld hi 

the State iild future Conclitio|i of each of the Tribes , that wercj 
come of his Loins, and what fh'ould be remarked in their C;arriage,infltt-* 
cncing their After-Lot, in their Generations , for which tK'ey (hould be 
commanded or difcommended, approved or reproved ,• comin'jg to Iffa-* 
chary he prophetically exprobaites his future Afs-lihe Sti^dity ythdX indulg- 
ing himfelf in his lazie Eafe, and luckwarm Security, he mould manci- 
{»ate himfeli^ and his Intereft into a fervile Subjcftion unto his Oppreflbr'§ 
mpofition, even when he fiiould be in a Capacity to fliake them off, and- 
free himfelf by Refiftance. Gen. 49. 14, 15. Iflachar is a ftrong Afsy c&ueh- 
ing down between two Burdens y and he f aw that Reft was goody and the Land- 
that it was pleaffinty.and bowed^ his. Shoulders to beary and became a Servant to 
Tribute^' Thisisiet dSv^n by the Hply Gh^^ Brand and Bane,. 

not of the Perfblgi Q(^Mkhar Jacobus S6rt,i)at of theTribe of IJfachar; to be 
inured upon them^wlilpn they fhoald be in fuch a Condition^by their own- 
fillinefs: Hence Ta^giie, If the Holy Ghoff exprobate a People for their 
/iupid SubjeBicnto preyaiftiig Tyranny y when they do not improve their Ability ^ 
Cafacny and flighty, to maintain and defend' their Liberties and Privikdges ; 
then this im;' ^ ""' " ''' ^ '- - ^-^^-^--^ •-^--^"- -^ -^^ ^— ^ 
ty from all 
Gholi expn 
fiould not improve their Ability Capacity and Right to maim'ain and defend t/yeir 



Liberties and Priviledges. Ergo, This implies a commanded Duty^ that thej 
jhould have defended themyuccording to their Cafacitjy jrom allunjufi Jnvafion. 
2. In the above mentioned InlSince o( Barak's Rebellion againft yabiu 
and S/fera his Captian, having been fubjcd to that Domination for 20 
Years, during all which Time Jabin was acknowledged to have the Pof- 
feffion of the Supreme Power ; we find in Deborah*^ Song, after the Vi- 
ftorious Refiftance, the People are feverely upbraided for not concurring 
in that Expedition, Jud. j. id, 17, 23. Some abode among the Skeep-foUs^ 
to .hear the b /eatings of the Flocks y for the Difvijions 0/ Ruben there were great 
Searchings of Heart. Gilead abode %o»</ Jordan. Dan remained in Shtfs. A- 
jQier continued in the Sea Shore, and abode in his Breaches. VLQXQZis curfei 
hy the Angel of the LORD y becaufe they came not to tkeHeh of the LORD, 
totheHelf of the LORD againft the Might h This is recordecl as a lafting 
Reproot againft all that will withdraw their helping Hand from the 
LORD'S People, when necefState to appear in Defenfive Arms, for the 
Prefervation of their Lives and Liberties : On the other Hand Zebulm 
and Nejfhtali are commended for jeoparding their Lives, unto the 
Death in the high Places of the Field ; and are appro ven in that Praftice of 
fighting againft the Kings of Caii^i2»j that then ruled over them. V. 18, 
19. Whence I argue, Ij.a People be reproved, and cuirfedfor ftaying at Home, 
t^ look to their own Inter efts ywhen others jeoparded theirLives for their Countrfs 
Defence, and Freedom from Tyranny and Opprefjiom then this implies, its a Du" 
ty to concur in fo Venturing : But here Ruben, Dan, Afher and Meroz, &c, 
are reproved and cur fed for ftaying at Home, to look to their own Inter eft, when 
Xebxxlunand'blcphtdMjeopardedtheir Lives, for their Country's Defence, and 
Freedom from Tyranny and Opprejjion. Ergo, &c. 

3. We have in the Scriptures many tromifes of the LORD'S approving 
4nd countenancing this Duty of Defenfive Arms, even againft their op- 
preffing Rulers. As sft.ln that forccited Teftament of the Patriarch ^ft'-' 
cob, in that Part of it, >vhich concerns Gad : He prophefies that that 
Tribe fliould haveaLotin the Worldanfwering his Name, and be en- 
gaged in many Conflifts, with oppref5ng Doihinators, who at firft fhould 
prevail over him; but at length uOD ftbiild fo b^efs his Endeavours to 
fcee himfelf from their Oppreffions, that he fhould overcome. There is 
an excellent Elegancy in the Original, anfwering to the Etymology of the 
Name Gad, which fignifies a Troop i reading thus in tHe Hebrewy Gad, a 
Troop fhall cvertroop him; but hejhall overtroop them at the lafiy Gen. 49. 19. 
And Mbfes homologating the fame Teftimony, in his' bleffing the Tribes 
oilfrael before his Death, fpeaking of this Tribe 'tif Gad, fhows that he. 
Ihould make a very forcible and fuccefsful Refiftaritle; and fliould execute 
the Jufticc of the LORD over his OppreflpKi, • Diuu' 33. 20, 2 1, Where- 
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ja is iiQpUtji a PipnauKe oFa Rjc^tance to be made agoinft oj^ffing Con« 
queppr^, . iv;hp;^9^^ {ivule bter them fw aTimej* 

9nd 7tH%lSafce(^ a()tHa^ Refi^at^e ( for ovcKCOiij^j^^cc^iztily fuppbfes 
JSi^tmci/) ncnpt my M Where ther^ .is a. 

Prmifi 9fSu(tfifs at /gjj2 1^ a Peoples Conflilts agmfi prevailing Tjrmmsy there is 
implied ^fl Approbation jof the I>titjy am atfo a Ptomife of its Performance^ 
f^Ylf^^ii^J^thai l?r(nfn^^ thispartofJsiCoVs and^ MofesV 7e/?^- 

ffit»s,,'€oncerM9^ Gzd^ tl^k /sdVronnfi of ^^ to Gzd^s ConflfSff 

ilgfl^p^^ifoili^, '^rojti/j,. ErgQ^ ' Beret emptied an Apprchathn if the Dutjj^ 
&€• V 'fo^jCoimcaion of the; ifef^jV, Improve thus, Whp'e appialMfiry fi- 
p^mifed to be removeds ty Means of a ' l^eople\ Rejiftancey therein is coached an 
jippfiAafim of that Rejijiance : But here_ a penal Mfery ( that 'B:6op'9 
•fHCCVJWl^ , CoiHiuejf^ removed bj, means of GadV 

iRcJiftme- { fff I t^^jfouid never,]. overcome . without JReJifiance ) Ergo , &c, 
>. AmoQg: mj^y otj^er Bid&igs. pxpmlied to a IPedple walking in the 
^LORD*^tat'utcs,and keepipg bisCommandment sZwft. 2V Jt is promifed, 
' theirWar flhall be fucce&fUL V.jfi. Te Jhall, chafe your Enemies and theyJhaU 
fall before ym by the Swordy five if you Jball chafe one hundred and one hundred ' 
fialt put tm thft^^nd tf^fii^ht. Aod in cafe pt Diibbedience it is threaten* 
,^x1*?y: ihail be fubka'mTyra^^^ V. 'iy:'i^llfet niy fateagairifljoit^ 
. 4is^' yefiallhe fiain ig^ey^ut Envies. 7%ey that hate you^Jbm Reign oyefjoi 
and ye jjmllfife wifen^ Jtonf purtuefb\ . Whence* h^ ' the .' La wof ;(S)nt#anc$^ 
compariiig thePrpmiTeandthe threatening together, here muft bie a PiK>- 
mif e: pf and to Dei enfive War againft Opprefling R\icrs; for the Enemy 
-is the fanjLp^ and t)ie Way is the fame; only, in the pnetafe attendec^-wi^h 

Suco^j.Wi^flS^^.^^B /^,^; ^ the iafe .thrcAt^rjid i 
j^iQft Oppfjeffing Kiikxs/^r^'^ alfo cafe pfomifed. :^ntf'grahtthc 

/.ftojpaife be tp^,Qtfgj%^'\((ar^ryit jbi^^ tt/*pcfenftve. Thei^€ 

is.no J>\&)i[id^c^ if it ]()e with,Authonty5^iof tf'it^^^ a|;4ihft A«- 

thoi^ity i for -if the cafe' ^^jcomifed, where there' are* but five Pr a hijti- 
drodi there* is but ; little Authority ; and its *inMuatcd thijitvtn in that 




Ia«ig|J$ of3N4^- Ai^^^ hi^ t^pverhmfenti. f fb? whieh' be^betort: j 

.^ iOmfelf w the"w<?//oWr^^ foifliis 'tti(i'6uragem«ftt.) htgites t||c ! 
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true Chafcftcr.of Righteous Riders, aod of Ufurping Tmnts, nulciag 
an OpporiDonlKtwera the. one scad tbeother, promiflhg Bleffiigs upon 
the Government ^n^^^^t and Contempt and Rcjeftion of the other, 
and fhewing b"ow' hQtft' ffipuld be earned towards. Of fig^tfiil and 
Righteous Rulers, he lays, y. 3'. 7%e Reck of Ifrael fpake to me^ he thm 
ruhth oier Mm mufi he jufi^ ruling in the Fear of GVD, and he JbaU ie at tbi 
Light of the MvrKii.g, Khenthe Sunrifeth, af a Morrmg vjithent- Gfcudi, at 
the tender Gr(ifs ffrtngini cut <rf the Earth hy clear ;Jl)imm^ t^itr Jtim; But 
of Ufurping Tyrants he fays, V. 6. But the Sons «/ Belial JhallU <ttf^ 
them Hi 'thbrns tfrrufi a-xaj, kecaufe they camut lie taken with Hatiis, hif^ 
f4fm thatfiall teuch them miifl be feacti with Iron, and the Sti^ vf a Sfear, 
mid they Sail ie utterly hurnt with Fire ia the fame place. Which dearij 
implies Refiftance againft them^ and more than that, RejeOion and Re- 
preJiion qt their Oppreffing Violence. I know fomc Cointnentators no* 
derftand thisof Rebels againft Righteous Rtilers, vhich riiou^ indeed 
it be a Truth, that they which arc fuch (hall be fo lerved, that is,dinift 
away as Thorns, and roughly handled with Iron and the ^StajBT of& 
' Spear ; yet is notfo confonant to the Scope and Connexion of this place, 
nor to the clear Oppofition that is here made betwixt Rulers, that m 
juft J ruling in the Fear of GOD J and thofe that are Rulers cf^^, Nei- 
tljErdpes it iagree ifith the' Words therfelves, where thc-aipplcmcntin 
our TrwflatioD is redundant, for it is not in the .A'e^^wyfibffAjif <^ Be- 
lial, only tM**)/ Belial, clearly relative to the Rulers of -wbora.heiras 
jpeaJcing before. Nuther is it always agreeable to Truth, to undW- 
Kand it only of Rebels againft Righteous Rulers, thM they caa never k 
wuhed with Hatids, but fenced with Iroitj <?«■ For as- very rar^Rj^tt- 
.<xis Rulers have any. Rebels to be the ObjeAs of fudi Rigour and-Rag^ 
,fo when there are any Difcreet and Wife Rulers, will imd many other 
-ways to take and touch them, aiid qu^fh or quiet them with Hand^ 
by. the Power ofjuftice or Authority of Laws, without fHchrougbncft; 
But it is always true of Tyrants ; for they can never be repreflfcd or rc- 
^ (bained or dealt with ajay. other way, but by a forcible and well fcncol 
';Rc^t4nce. Hence I ^t%\ik.y If it he threatened ca'dCurfe againfi RmUts^ 
Belial, axd premifed at a Bleffit^ thai they Jball be fo roughly handled ; then thil 
implies a Duty to Refiil ihsm, who cannot he othetwifet^m: But bereitH 
threatened as a Cwfe agamh Rulers e/Belial, and promrftd as a B/effi^ that 
tbeyjball lefo roughh handkd, when ihey caimot be ctherwfe taken. Ex§a,^c. 
- 4;'Wh£nthe T,.0RI5..fiwJl h^ive Mercy on yocci, and choofe Vj^w^ 
it.is, proipjftd, Ifa. ijf. a, '3. "that they Jha'J take them Captives, whifeCup- 
::f/na■/^vlp■£,-^^l^^he;f'JbaU.'R^U.p^v^riheir'Oppre(fBrs, andthe fjORJ> v/iU 



iage^ ix^em thei v)ere made toSMe.: This neceflaftlly implies and infers a 
Promife oFR.efiftaiicc againft-tWe OppreflShg RulcrS^in the rime of their 
itemmecring, as well as Rer^fage/ afi^^ thdr Yoke Ihould be broken; 
apd fomething of Mens Aftion^ as well as GOD's Judgement in break<<* 
ingthat Yoke, for thev could hot take them Gaprives, nor Rule over 
them, except _th^ fim refifted them whofe Captives they were. There 
is refitting of thVSupremePower's Sebjeaion^wh^unto "was the Bondagt 
wherein they Wt?re x|^ to Serve. Hence I afgae, Jfk hfromifid that 
a CapirifatedandShbjigated'PeopUJkdil^^ the Toke\andpee themfelves of the 
Bondage of them thai ^odHhem in SubjeEUon^hen it is prpmifid,that in that cafe^ 
theymuji rejijl the Supreme "Powers* ( Porfuch v)ere they whofe Captives' thejf 
v)ere. ) Bui hire ijt isfromifedy that a , Ci$tivated- and 'Subjugated People JhaJl 
brtak thetokey and free themfehes (f^mndage of them that hadthem in Sub^ 
jeSiion. Ergo, &c. y. In that Promife of the Church's Deliverance and 
Enlargement, wherein the)r are Prophetically urged and ftirred up to 
fomc Aftivity in Co-opefaring with the Providence. Ifa. $2. i, 2. They 
are called to aw^, and put on Strength, and their Beautiful Garments, and 
to Jhake themfeherfirom the Duft, and to arife and loofe * themfelves from the- 
Bands of their Neck that were Captives ; there is alio contained a promife of their 
being Active in deHvertng themfefvesy aa Men, from the Encroachments that 
were made on their Humane Liberties , that theyjhould loofe themfelves from thefo' 
Bands. Whofe Bands ? From their Bands that ruled over themy and made 
fhem to howly and the LORD' s Name to be Btafihemedy Verf 5. Here is a 
Promife of breaking the Bands of Rulers, by them who howled under 
their Subjeiftion ; and it alio includes a Precept^ that that People Ihould 
not ftay any longer under the Yoke of Tyrants, than they could fhakeif 
off. Hence I argue, A Promife by way of Command, that a Peifle under 
Bands of Opprefjing Rulersy Jhatl roufe themjelves upy to loofe themfelves from 
them, implies and ivfers fl Promife and a Duty of reMing thefe Rulers ; for horm 
otherwife could theylobfe themfelves. But here is a rromife by way ofCommmd^- 
that aPeopleunder Bands of Opprefjing Rukrs^ fiall roufe ihemfehesuP^ toloife' 
themfelves from them. Ergo, &c. 6. There are Promifes of the LORI>s 
making ule of His Pcchfle, and Strengthening them to break in pieces, 
the Power of his and tnchr Encffliies ; which certainly fuppofes a Protoi- 
fed Succefs utifto; and Approbation of their InfurreSiions againft them, 
and His Defending ai!^ Maintaining them againiS^ all their Power and 
Prpjefts, wheii they tfiink moft ta prevail dver them, as is promifed- txy 
tlijfem in the tHreatentd Cataftrophc' of the Babf Ionian Ufurpation. yer. ^u^ 
ao,' 24. Where te'&fews, how fomletimes He will Hdnour His People iir 
Inftrunlents of tfii DiibtfUatioriof them that ruled over them'i ' Thou arP- 



( fays he xoJJn^J)WMimlc^AxiM^^^ Wiwr^^. -^^^^ 



fuji/ / Break infkces the NatioHsj 'andvstththeevjfllJ. defircy Kiu^dmui 
i»ith thee wiU I freak in pieces the Harfe, and his Rider ^ the. Chario^^ and hii JRi^ 
dery Man and Wman^ OldandTaung^ the Teung Man and the* Maid, th§ 
Shepherd and his Flock, the Hushand Man and his Took of Oxen ; and in thee 
will I break in pieces Captains and Rulers, and I will render unto Babylon ai^i 
to all the Inhabitants of Caldea, all their ^vil that fhey have done in Zion. 
Hence I argue. If the LORD will make ufeof Ifi$ Peopk\s VindiBive Arms 
againft Babylon, Rulifig over them, then He vdll jufiijie their Defen/rue Arms ^ 
again ft Babylon dpprqjmg them. But here is a Promip, that Me will make 
ufe of His Peoples Pindiiiive Arms againft Babvlon Ruling over them. Ergo, 
&c. Whenfoever this hath been or ihall be Accomplifhed, it clearly im- 
plyes their breaking in pieces the Powers that were Supreme over thenu 
7. There are Pronufes that the LORD's People, when their Rulers arc 
* incenfed againft the .Holy Covenant, and Arms fiiall ftand on their part, 
to Pollute their Sanduary of Strength, and when many of their Brethren 
that fliould concur with them fliall beFreighted from their Duty by Fear, 
orCorrupt with Flatteries, fliall be made flrong and do Exploits:Tho' 
in fuch Enterprizes that may want Succefs for fome time, and fall by the 
Sword and Flame, and by Captivity and by Spoil many Days. Dan. i !• 
30. 34. which is very near, paralel to the cafe of the Covenanted People 
of Scotland, in their Appearing in Defenfive Exploits againft their Covc- 
nant-breaking-Rulers, tnefe many Years bygone. This was very Emi* 
nently fulfilled in the Hiftory of the Maccabees, before Rehearfcd. Hence 
I argue. If it be Promifed that a Pecp/ejhall be firong and do Exploits in Re- 
Jifling the Arfns of their Rulers, Oppreffing their Covenant, . and overturning 
their Religion and Liberties, then it mufi be approven that fuch a Ritji fiance is 
lawful, even tho^ it want Succefs; but here it ispromifed, that a People Jhall be 
fhrong to do Exploits, in Refifiing the Arms of their Rulers Opprefjing their Co* 
tenant, and overturnid^ their Religion and Liberties. Ergo, Sec. 8. There 
are Promifes given for the Encouragement of the LO^D's fpoiled and 
c^preifed People, even when in their loweft moft Defpicable and Defpe- 
' rate cafe, to liiift in the LORjys Sufficiency to enable them to ref cue them- 
felves from their Oppreflbrs, founded upon His Glorious Titles, who is 
the Objeft of their Adoration, whom they fliould feek. Amos $. 9. He 
Strengtheneth the Spoiled againft the Strong, Jo that the (poiledjhall come againft 
the Fortrefs ; which Promife is given them, to Encourage them not to comply 
Vfith the unlawful Comnuinds ^ their Rukrs, impojima falft fPirJbip upon 
th(my,tagotoGilgal, BeerfliebavJ»^ Bethel. Verf y. But that they mould 
W»ij: upon GOD, who ifhould Strengthen . t;hem to recover dicif bvJlft,; 
«?K>'tt^jp fl3puldbeSp0ikd.fi Hence I argue, 

^^fl^^Uf fomife^^^.G^ .fw. wWei. JB^iiaiwe ^fiix^dUSmUrs 



whaiifygver^ and oj Attoiiin^ them in their fir wgffi Twtteffui there mq net 

viitJMki 'Sfpilif^AuUrsyth^^ Sufreme in j^ioxw^; iut thdi'tbef^ 

mofhe Rejijiedypo: ^ut h^e is aFrontifi fi Generafy as include i $.efifianc€ ? 

agfdnfi all Spoilers tvhatfoevery and of Attacking them in theif firongeflPw^ : 

trejfes. Etg6, &c. p. There arc Promises of the LORD'S People being ! 

imployed and Spirited, pot only to Revenge themfelves on thpir always^; 

implacable-dedared^Enemies, but alfo that they fhall in RighteoufneS ^ 

' Vii^ditate themfelves upon,and againft their Alfe pretended Brcthrcri,that ' ' 

. flvould fiave'hdped them in their refiftingof the upprefSng Dominator$^^ 

that were ft) for from giving them that Affi fiance, that the} rejojced aver ' 

themy and ^ke frmdlj in the Day of their DeftruSUony and laid Hands m 

their Subjfancey and flood in the Crofs Wayy to cut off themy that : 

Efcafed ; it if Threatned againft themy that as they had doney it - 

Jhould be done umo themy and their Reward jhould return upon their} 

own Head: But unto the LORD*s People, fo Oppreflcd and Spoiled of 

Enemies, and abufed by their Allies, it is promiied. That the Houfe of 

]2LCohJhall be a Ftrey and the Houfe of Jofeph a Flame y and the Houfi of' 

Ehu for Stuhbky and they JhaU kindle in themy and devour themy and that - 

they Jhalt poffefs tuhat formerly by them they were difpoffeffed of ; and Saviours,} 

Jhall comi. up on Mount iAon to judge the Mount of Efau, and the Kingdom ^ 

jhallbethe LORD's^ Obad. V 18. to the End. In which Promife clearly - 

is implied. That after they fliall have broken the Yoke of their Oppref- ; 

firig Rulers, they fhall fall upon their treacherous Allies, and refcue their/- 

own from them; which fuppofes a Refiftanee againft both. Heture- 1,^ 

argue. If in a Day of Deliverancey the People of GOD are not to^ Jpate- theity^ 

treacherous Allies y but refcue from them what they have robbedy then they, wtif.^ 

noty and muft notfparey- but rejift their truculent EnemieSy though they be their ; 

Rulers .: But here it ispromijedy that jn a day of Deliverancey the People of ^ 

GOD are not tofpare their treacherous Allies, but refcuefi'Xfm them what tbey * 

. have robbed. Ergo,&c, 10. There are Promifes of the L€)RD's ^People bre- ^ 

vailing by Defenfive Arms, over many People and Nationsj that- fliall-'* 

think to domineer over them, Mieah 4. ri. ad finemy 7%at ntar.y NdtiOntK 

fhall begathhed to defile and look uppn Zion,' but that they jfhall not - know thk j 

T'hougbts of the LORDy nor under fiand his Counfelifbr he JhaU gather them '^ 

06 Sheaves into the Floifry and then the LORD jhall give Allowance and' Conc--^ 

tmfftonto his Peopky to arife and threfh, for he will make- thek HomJronyand*'^ 

their Hooves Brafs^ and they /hall beat in Pieces many Peopky' And their Gaifi'^* 

Jhall Be donficrated unto the LORDy and their Suifiance Unto the LORD iftfie^' • 

'whole Eath. What Time the Accomplifiiment of this is ' reterl?ed t?o, isf' ' 

not my Concern toj enquire; it doth doubtlefs look to- the 'New Tcfta- ' 

xnent Time, and to the latter Days of that Difpenfation, when both' the ; 

^ewib^tid GentikZiw^^lBaH be totally and finally deUvered from Ai^»; * 






or Anticliriftian Tyranny: Bcfore,or about which Pcrioa, the Enemies 
of Christ & of his People,fliall attempt their Ultimus Conatus td 4c- 
ftroy the Church ^ but when they are all well muftered in a genera! Ren- 
devouze y the LORD's People fhall have gallant Game at the Chafe : 
But whetifoever the Time be of fuLSUing the Promife^ it enfures to the 
People of GOD theSuccefs of their detenfive Arms, againft them that 
intended and pretended a Domination over them. I^r dbubdefs, a- 
xnohg thefe'many Nations, that (hould gather againfc Zionj were thefe 
chiefw under whofe Subjedion they had been long groaning ; and it looks 
to a Time when they (hould have no Rulers of their own, but (hould 
be brought to a very low Pafs ; yet here is not only implied a RefiftancCi^ 
but exprefly promikd. That they (hould thre(h them. In like Manner, 
in the following Chapter, with rcfpctt to the (ame Time and Period of 
the New Teftament Difpenfation, after the Birth of Christ in the Go- 
fpel, Conqueft over Nations, when Christ (hall be great unto the Ends 
of the Earth ( which (hall be moft fignally in the Latter Days ) it is pro- 
mifed to the People of GOD, That when theASyvizn ( that is the An- 
tichriftian Ufurpers, fervingthemfelves Heirs .to, and profecuting the old 
Quarrel of the AJfyrian Tyranny over the Church ) fiall tread in that 
Palaces 5 then they Jhall raife againfi himjeven Shepherds y and Eight frincipd 
MeUyand they Jhall wafie the Land of Aflyria with the Sword, am the Land if 
Nimrod, in the Entrances thereof : Thus jhall they be delivered from the ASjj^ 
rian, vJ^en he cometh into their Land, and when he treadeth within their Bor- 
ders^ and the Remnant of ]dCob Jhall be among the Gentiles in the midfi of mar 
nj Feofle^ as a Lion among the Beajls of the Forrejiy as a young Lion am^ 
the Flocks of Sheep y who if he go through^ both treadeth down and teareth i» 
Pieces, and none can deliver ; their Hand Jhall be lift uf upon their Adverfartes, 
and all their Enemies Jhall be cut off. That this Prophefie is to be refer- 
red to the Goipel Times, and the latter Times of that Di(penfationj 
cannot be denied^ and that herein is implied, not only a Re(iftance a* 
gain^l prevailing and ufurping Dominators ; but a fuccesful Conqueft 0* 
ver them^ cannot be difputed ; And to reftrid the Senfe of it to tte 
Spiritual Conqueft over the >}ations,by the Miniftry of the Word ( tho' 
I wiU not deny, but that is included ) feems too great a Straitening of 
the Scope, and not fo appodte to the ExpreiSons of wafii)^ with tht 
Sviordy and aa a Lien treading down, and tearing in Piecei, lifting up the Htud 
upon the jfdverfariesy and cutting off tl^e Enemies ; which certainly im- 
ports fome forcible Adion of Men, and more than the peaceabk 
Propagation of the Gofpel , without Stroak of ^word. And 
it is certain alfo, that the Perfons to be re(ifted here, are thefe 
th^ mog^Ki ii Power over them, and at a Time w:he& cheyihoald 



|>reyail.^ Henc$ Ijirgue, If in the Latter Days the JPeofle of GOD ar^ toje 
' Hoftoureii aiidaBedjonh with fuch a ^Spirit -and C opacity ^ to tbrejk and teat . 
' io-u^n thtfe! P^werSy ufider uhich they have teen long groaning, at^ to raife thkr 
: principal Men againfi them, andwaffe their Liind with the Swordj and f redd 
dcwn and tear them inpieces^kc^ Then fivhen theLord puts them ih'aCapatiiy}a 
attemft itytheyjboulibe Ambitious of fucb an Honour y but it ispromijedthht 
the LORD^s People J^all be Honoured and niied forth withfuch a .^rit and Ca^ 
] facity> &fC -Ergd, 1 1. There are Promifcs,That after the LORD*s In- 
/ illation agaiirft his People is accomoliflied, and after they have Ibiig 
'^n/undef the Feet. 0fTyTahts, the LORD will raife up Itiitraments j!o 
break 'their Power/ Zech. i. 1 9, ao. The Prophet fees in the Vifion fojdr ^ 
, Qirpente^rs refiftihg the four Horns. 7%e Horns fcattered judah, jJ that'iu^ 
^Mdn did l^t up his Heady butthe Carpenter Sy came to fnvi thenty to caff qut the 
Horns of the ;pehtiksl .yahi^h lifted up their Horn over the Lando/jadzhto 
Matter ii./ Thefe flottis'h^d , th^ Supreme Power bver. Judah for a Th^ 
;^\^ile th^y^ \vfere jtt no capaqty to reftf^ but as foon as* the LOBjD 

\ tiirmibes thdm ^Hfr capacity arid tnftrumenbimpowered to ^^^ 
' they dp it eife^ually; ' T^ are certainly the LORTJ's Peb- 

ple themfelves, for her^ they are Stated in Oppolition to the Gentifes, 
'. w^ich all werej except the' LORD'S Pebplc; Hence I argue, J^'ihe 
\ tQ^iromfesi v)hin''fyc6nciled to HisPeojfleyiofurHi^ihemvjith Ihjlruik^it^ 
• offray'> ^^^ t4 ^ttuier the Poioer of TyrantSy who haw}ong lorHddwn th^ir 
Biad'y then iiiheH'they are ' % furni/heithey niay tejiflthem. But the E^dRD 
herep^ontifeSy when refhneileito his Feop/ey tafurni/h them with In/iruments to 
frciyy andtofcatter thefower of Tyrants y who have long born down theif-Head^ 
j^rgp', Scc\ 12. There are, Fl:omifes That after the LORD -s People have 
'-be^Mbhgkept as Pfifmiers under thfe Bondage of theirOpp'refsine Riiiets, 
' they ftalT by a vigorous Rcfiftance^fubdue them annj be fkved &cinj[ tlifeir 
' Tyranny, iZ^cA.'p. 13', ':i%,p%en^theLORDJhall bend Judaln/oV W^rf 
0jhe Bow with E^htimya^^ upZion's SonsyC^ainfithe Sins of Gr^tCt^ 

^ jmd make them as the Smrd ofdmighty Manythen the Lord JbaU befeen over 
' Aiieniy and his Arrows Jhailgfi forth as theLighteningyand hejhall blow the Trtfm^ 
* J W^ . hijhfdtdejend themy aM'theyJhalldevotfX and fubdufi with SlitljgrStiHeSyftttd 
tJie iQx^iheir'^^ m th'ait>ayas the FlockofMsfeopleyfor 

'^[ihiy^JhaM^^ Sio^rofdCmmlped^^^^^ He^/So 

ij^ai' m their ^eflftince^ knd V li^rieS againft the Succcflbrs of Aiex-^ 
' 'tu^r,' ^^o had the Rule over thein for a Time r and fo it majr be igkin 
:' when ihe.LORD &all lb bend hi^ People for him, tTc. Hehce I argue. 



" .wpr£jy^lK^^*{(rrj*,a/7^ re i^ro-Tpn ineir /i^jcmev(mvmysWfH:njif jitte(t armjpifik^i*^ 



( no ) 

But here tie Lord prcmifes to fit anifphit His People for A^on againfi their 
Opprejjing Rulers, and to Crown their Atchievments, when fo fitted and [ft- 
rited^withgtoriomSuccefs. Ergo, C^c. 13. There are Promifes, chiefly 
to be accomphftied in the later Days, when the LORD fliall recall and 
reftore his Ancient People, that he fh all make them as his goodly Horfe 
in the Battle, Zech. 10. j. dTc. When thej Jhall be as mighty Men, which 
tread down their Enemies in the Mire of the Streets in the Battle, and thq 
fiall fight becaufe the LORD is with them, and the Riders on Horfis fiatl k 
' confounded, and the Pride of Affyrisi Jhall be brought down, and the Scepter fif 
Egypt Jball depart aiaay. Hence I argue. If the LORD, when hejballhave 
Mercy on his Pecpky will blefs their Reflftance, fo as to bring down t/je Priie 
und Scepter of them that had the Supreme Power over them, then in hope of fuch 
a BleJJtng, they may attempt fuch a Duty ; but here it Upromifedy that when the 
LORD Jhall have Mercy on His People, He will bltfs their RefiHance foasto 
trii^ down the Pride and Scepter of them that had the Supreme Power over them 
Ergo, 14. Among the refe of the Promifes, which CHRIST gives for 
the Encouragement of his People, in his Premonitions of what dicy 
may expeftas their Lot and Condition of Life in this World, and what 
ihould be their Carriage and Comfort in their fevcral Exigencies, there 
. is. one thing promifed, as the confequent of their Profeffing theGofpel, 
Matth. 10. 34,35. T'hink not fzys he, that I am come to fend peace on Earth; 
I came not to fend peace, but a Sword, for lam come tofet a Mm at variance^ 
iigainji hu^ Father, &c. Where not only there is a Warning of what is to 
be expefted as the ordinary confequent of the Gofpel's Profeflion, by 
reafonofthe Corruption of Men, and not only is there a Threatening of 
the Sword of Pcrfecution and Divifion againft. and amongft the Pfeoplc 
of GOD; but alfo there is aPromile oftheJDefenfive ufe of the Sword, 
. to be granted to them for the Defence of the Gofpel, efpecially when 
' it ftould become the Land-Right / For firft^ the Scope and Strain rftfac 
Place in all thefe Warnings, is not only to threaten Perfecution, but to 
encourage againft it, and to dired them to the ufe of Lawful MeanSi 
■ and Rules of Behaviour in, and under it, and as in the foregoing War- 
>Mngs, he allows them the Study of Wifdom, as well asln^ency, r. 
i5. 4nd gives them Caution to beware of Men. /^ ly.and erantstbM 
. the Priviledge of flight. V. 23/ So here in this Warning ot War robe 
cxpefted, and not Peace, it muft be fuppofed, he allows them thecoma 
mon Priviledge of Mankind. 2. From the Rule of Contraries, it muft 
. -. jbc granted^ that the Swpr4 here to be feared,is of the (kme Nature widi 
^ /'. the Peace they expeffed, but that PeaCe is reciprocal, arid when ^y 
IJ ^^Fe jtj cbcy urc idiVe in burfuing it •>. therefore the Sword moft'te 

JP^procitmd, tHcy are to be 'aewe kv m^tciN\tv%Sx^ »^ tioi xawalj 



( i2r ) 

paflive in enduring it. j . The Variance threatened in the next Ver(e,.i9 
to be followed andProfecutcd in the ikme way that the Sword is in this. 
Verie ; but the Variance in the 'next ^ ia to be mutaal^ anda&ive ooi 
^e Chrifiian's.part as well as their Enemies ( for they are to maintain 
that Divifion and Qbntention-Truth adively. ) Therefore alfo the Sword 
in the former Verfe is to be mutually :md adively profecuted. 

4. We have alfo Precepts^ from whence we may very confeqaenrially 
conclude the Approven Duty of Defenfive. Arms againft Qpprefsin^ Ru« 
lers. As i. There is a Command given to thclfraelitesy amr their be^ 
ing tnfnared in die Matter of Pe6r, ra wx ^;EreMidianites and/mite them ; 
/w, faith the LORD, ^Jb^ vex ym with .their IVtlesj wherewith they have 
ieguiled ym in the Matter ef Peor, aniin the Matter of Cozbi the Daugh^ 
ter ef a PrirH^ 0/ Midian th^ir Sifter j which was Jlain in the Day of the 
Plague far Fcqn's fake. Ntmh. ay, 17, 1 8. And they ai:« Commanded^ 
Numb. 31. a. to avenge them&lves of the MiMtm^^x, and for this endto^ 
hxxn, them&lves^ and to go againft them and avenge the LOItD of Mi*'. 
dian ; which they executed with the (laughter of aU theMales. And af- 
terwards alfojby the LORD'S Command in theDays of Gideon. Whence* 
I argue. If People muft vex theirEnemies, and an)enge themfelves o^er themhy 
a War Offenfivej when enfnared by their Craftinefs ; much mo^e may they rejifl 
them by a WarDefenftie^when inruaded by theirCruelty : But here thiy are iom^ 
manded to vex their Enemies y and avenge themfelves over them by a fVar Of^ 
fef^e^when enfnared by their Crafiinepy and that upon a Moral Ground. Ergo^ 
&C.2. There is a Command, in cafe of the Apoftacv of any Gty or Party 
into Idolatry, and if it fhould be heard among the People of GOD^ 
that certain Children of £eAW are gone out from among them, and have 
withdrawn the Inhabitant's o£tbc City, faying, let us go and ferve other 
Godsy then they niuft enquire and make fearch and ask Diligently, ani 
behold if it be Truth y and the thing certain^ that fuch Abomination is 
wrought among them^ then they {hall fur ely Smite the Inhabitants of that Citf 
V)ith the Edge of the Swordy deftroying it utterly. Deut. i^. 12, ly. And 
upon this Moral' Ground was Ifrael's War ftated againft prevailing j?^»«' 
iamin, Jud.io. w-hen there was no King. And alfo when there were 
Kings that turned Idolaters and Tyrants, they Served tb'^ws- fo, as here 
is Commanded, Wim«fe AmaxMh( as is ihcwM above. ) Hence I aigue. 
If People m^ ta bring tn CondignPuniJhment Idolatrous Apoftates . feekts^ toEtf 
tice them ,• thenaffo much more they ought to refifi fuchTyrantSyasfeekt60btrude 
upon Veopky and piforce them to the fame Apoftacy^ But here People are Cont* 
manded to brihf to condign PuhiJbT^ent Idolatrous Apoftates, feekh^ to Entice 
them. Ergo, &c. 3. There is a Precept giveuyuot only to defend, but 
alfo to refcue dud deliver our Brother wt^ ia huasi ; %:^ ^s^s^^^bs^s^ 



which Duty, no pretence, even of Iterance, willExcufe it. Prov. 44, 
II. ifli. J^. tbouforhear to deliver them thmare drawn unto Death, andthji 
that are. ready tQ be /lain. ^ thm Jayefi^ behold we know it.t.ot;doth not fie tk^ 
PondereththeHet^nconJider it f And he that keepet h thy Soul ^ doth not He'kam 
it } Andfball not he render to every ALtn according ta his Works. This Pre- 
cept is indefinittly given to all, principally indeed belonging to Righte- 
ous Magiftrates ; but in cafe of their OmifBon, and if in fleadofdefea- 
ding them,, thjy be the Perfons that draw them to Death, then Jthis 
Precept is no more to b^ reflxi&ed to them, xhm that in the i. Ver£ 
not to be invipus againft Evil Men,- or that in Verf. 10. If thou Faint 
in the Day of Adveriity thy ftrength is fmall. Hence I argue. If it bs a 
Duty to rejcue mrperijhing Brethren, from any prevailing Power that would tah 
their Lives unjuRly, and no Pretence even oflgiorance will Excufe the forbear^ 
mice ofitythen.ntuch more is it a Duty, to Defend tkem and our felves both^ (h 
ga*nft their Murderir.g Vioknce.but here it is Commanded as a Duty, to refcuem 
Brethren firom any Prevailing Power that would take their Lives unjuftlyy ad 
no pretence, even oflgnorance, will Excufe the forbear a/xe of it. Ergo, ficc 4* 
There is a Precept for reforming the Courts of Kings, with a Projoaife that 
if this be done, it (hall tend to the Eftabliflament of their Throne;which 
is not only a Suppofition in cafe it be done, but a fuppofed Precqpt to 
do it, with an Infoirmation of the neceffity and Expediency of it, that 
it is as fuitable as the taking away of the Drofs from $ilver, in order 
to the Produftion of a Ytflel. Prov. 25. 5. Take away the Plucked frm 
before the King, and his T%yoneJhall be Eflablijhedin Righteoufnefs- Whence I 
^tgue. If it be a Duty to reform the Court, and to take away a Kings MAckd 
Sycophant Counfellors, Agents and hfltgators to Tyranny \ then alfo it is aDutj 
to reffrnin their Lfolency,and to reprefs their Tyranny :But here it is Commanded 
as a Duty to reform the Court, and to take away a Kings wicked Sycophant 
Courfellors, Agents and Infiigators to Tyranny Ergo, alfo it is a Duty, 
to refirain t^eir Jnfolency and Tyranny, and conjequently to refifl them. 5. There 
is a Precept given to a humbled People, that have groaned long under 
the Yoke of Tyranny and OpprefSon, enjoyning them as a Proof of 
tbwfincetjty in Humiliation,, to bettir thenafelves in fhaking off thefc 
Evils theyhM procured by their Sins. Ifa. 58. 6. Is not this the Fafithat 
J have chofen, to loofe the Bands of iVickednefs, to undo the heavy Burdens, 
and to let the Oppreffedgo free, and thai ye break every Toke ? isit not to deal 
thy brfiod to the Hungry, and to bring the poor that is cafi outy to thy Houfiy 
&c. ir. Which a^e all good Works of J-ifli^e .and Mercy, and wiijch are 
mpre acceptable to GOP thaii .High-Flown pretence? of ttuniihation, 
under a ftupx^ Submiflion, and hanging down the He^d] as^a Bulriiik. 

If it be fsvjilcdj'^ i. That thsfcare Spiatuai Bauds aod JokfSj that are 

here 
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here Commanded tcbe-loofed and.^brokew. Fw Anfwcr, I grant that is 

the great duty of a People humbling thftt^felves /befpre the LORD,^ t$ 
break eff^ their Sins hy Righteoufiefsy and, t^r IniqsfiJ^y^ fy>f:^.^^i Mercy to the 
Poor. Darf> 4. 27. Bi;t that this is the only Duty I cfcny, or that thlj ' 
is the Genuine and only Senfe of this Place, . cannot be .proved or approv- 
ed by the. Scope, which is to^Preifs them to thofe Duties they omittedj 
whereby the ^oor oppfefled People of GOD, might be freed from the 
Tokes of th^m tljai made them to howl, and to bring them to the Conr 
yiCtion'of thele"^?, for which the LORD was contending with them, 
whereof this was one, that thy ExaB^d all their Lakurs, a things where^ 
with ethers loere grieved, as the Margent Reads, or fuftci-ed the poor to 
to be Opprcikd. 2. If it be alledged. That this is the Duty proper to 
Rulers,to relieve the opprefled, &c. I anfwer,it is fo ; yetmoft cowimon-^ 
ly they, are the Oppreflbrs themfelves, and caft out the 'Poor," which o- 
thers muft take into their Houfes. But the Duty here is prefled upon ,att 
the People, whofe fins are here cryed out againft. 'Per/, i. Upon all 
who Prof ejffed the Service of GOD, and asked the Ordinances of yu/iice. Verf. 
2. Upon all who were Fafiingand Humbling themfelves^ and complained they 
had no Succefs. Vef. 3. The Reafons whereof, the LORD dif covers^ 
^^/ 4> 5- whertotthis was one, T%at tpey did not locfe thefe Bands, nor 
break thefe Yokes, nor relieved the Off rejfed ; ajiU.thefe Works of Jaftice ?^r^ 
6.are prefled upon the fame. Perfons,that theWorks of Mercy are prefled 
upon. /^?/'7.fure thefeare not all nor only Rulers.Hence I argue,j5f/> be 
acceptable to GOD for a Mourning Peofle to relieve the Offreffed, and to break 
the Ycke of Oppre/Jors, then it is their Duty to ufe the mtfi effeBual Means^ 
ivhich are Defen/ive Arms* But here it is Commanded, as' acceptable to GOD 
for a Mourning Peofle, to relieve the Offreffed, and to breake the Toke of the 
Opprejfors. ( No Mention or Matter who they be. Rulers, or others J 
Ergo, &c. 6. There is a Command for a Spoiled and Oppreffed P;.ople, 
when the LORD is reconciled to them, and in his Sympathy Reckons, 
-what wrong is done to them, as done to himfelf, and puts them in ca- 
pacity to deliver themfelves from their Rulers Servitudel Zecb. 2'. 'f^ 
Deliver thy felf, O Zion / that ducellejl'with theDa'ughterof Babylon, whicli' . 
Comprehends all the Ordinary Aftive means of People's/delivering theqj.- 
ifelves from the Oppreffing Powers thkt Rule over them,' and confeqiient-*^**^' 
ly Defenjfive Refinance, for it cannot only he reftrifted to flight, th6* 
that is included. Ve)f 6. but the Promife anexed Ferf 9. imports more 
than only delivering ^hQinfelves byFlightjW'heh they that fpoiled themfliall 
be a fpoil to; their Sci;v4i^s ; whereby it is. infinuated that they were fo to 
delit^er themfwives,as'^or only to free themfelves from theirServituiie,but 
to bring their Mailer's uridU Subjcftion. Whence it may b^ argucci. If 
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the tOKD^^ People hh^ SuhjeEl to higher Pcv)erf Ruling Wer themfw t 

^imej may-deliver themfelvesjrom their Opprefpnr Mafters. T%en may they r 
fft them and defend themfehes : But here the LORD's People being StdfjeJi i 
higher Powers Ruling over them for tie Tme^ are Commanded to deliver thet 
felves from their Oppreffing Masters ( and for their Et^curagementy have 
Promt fe of malting them their Servants.) Ergo,&c. 7. There is a CommaiK^ 
riven by CHRIST to His Difciples, to provide thcmfeiyes with Defe 
Kve Weapons, ncceflary for their JDcfence againft them thaj would Pu 
fue after their Lives,* as wejl ^ with other things necelfity for their r 
fiftanceXuke 22. ^6. T%en fald He unto them ficc. But nov)y he that hath 
Purfe let him take ity and likeways his Scrips and he that hath 
Soiordy let him fell his Garment and Buy one. Bwforc, when 
"had ftt them out upon an Extraordinary CommifBon, as it wenc 
to Serve their Apprentiflilp in thje Work of the Golpe^^ he did 
not allow thcpa fiich Solicitous care to Provide themfelves with things ae- 
ccflary, bccaufe he would give them a Proof of his fuffi'ciency to mftain 
and protcft them without means, but now, when he was about to with- 
draw his Bodily Prefencei from them, and would warn them of the DiA 
couragements they were to exped in the Profecution of their more-con- 
tinued Work, that they had a Commiffionfor, which was not to be re- 
traded; He would not have them to exped Provifion and Protcftion by 
a Courfe of Miracles ; but to provide themfelves with Means for their 
Suftenance, and alfo for their Defence againft the Violence of Men, 
which cheifly was to be expeded from Rulers, who would perfecute 
them,' under the Notion of Tranfgreflbrs of the Laws of their Kmgdoms 
and Countries. He was not indeed to make much Uk of them at that 
Time for hinpifclf, who was then to finifli the Work of Redemption by 
Su&rings, only that what was written might be accompliibed in hinii 
he would make fo much Ufe of them, as voluntarily to be involved under 
the Cenfure and Reproach of RebeUion, being taken among Men in 
Arms, that he might be reckoned among Tranfgrtflbrs. V. 3 7. Therefore 
"wh^n they tdd him they had two Swords, he faid. It is enough. V. 3 8. 1 
need not ftand upon that ignorant, ridiculous Impcrtinency of a Conceit; 
that thcfe iwtere Spiritual Swords ^ which deferves no Confiitation, being fit- 
ter to be piit among Quakers delirious Diftradions, than to be num- 
Ixred among the Notions of Men of Underftandingj for then the Purfe 
and Scrip muft be Ipiritual too^ and thefe Spiritual Things muft be bought . 
by fe!ting of Garments, and they would be fiich Spiritual Tools a$ 
WQold have a fharp Edge, for cutting of carnal; ^s, and fuch as be both 
yifible and fenfible, and two of them would be ijh'biigh- They were then 

prdJp^ mdtcri^ SwQfds,. which the LORD commands hi$ Followers to. 
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l^rovide themfelves with for their Defence, as Men, in Cafe of Neccffity^ 
aiid when they fliould be in a Capacity to improve them againft their 
nxurderine Perieciitors, againft whom he gives his Royal- Grant of Re- 
iiftance, that the World may know, his Subje<as, tho' they have more * 
Priviledges Spiritual ; yet they have no lefs humane Priviledges than o* 
ther Men,albeit at that Period of his determinate Suficrings,he would not 
allow the Ufe of them. Hence I argue. If the LORD*s People Jbould provide 
themfelves mth Arms of Defence y though they'Jhould ke repute Tranfgreffors for, 
fo doing J then may they ufe thefiArms of Defence againft them that profecute them 
under that Notion: But by this Commandy the LORD^s People muft provide 
themfelves with Arms of Defence, though theyjhould be reputed Tranfgrejfors 
for their fo doing. Ergo, &c. 

5 . We may infer. t^i<p fame Truth from many Prayers of the Saints,, 
wherein they gloiry in the confident Expeftation of the LOllI>*s Strcng-' 
thening them, and favouring and approving tHeir Heljpers, .and inthcj 
Experience of the LORD s ajffifting them, ,with ^1 imprecating.. iJe^: 
flruftion to their opprefling Rulers, and all this, while they were coiifti-. 
tute in a formed Appearance of Rcfiftance againff them. I fhall only^ 
hint at fome Inftances. i. In that Prayer,* Pfa. 44. They encouraged them-^ 
felves in theRemembrance of former Favours GOD had vouchafedupbh, 
their Fathers, to pray in Faith, that the LORD might command Delive^. 
ranee for Jacob ; and in Confidence of that, V^ 5. they glory in Hope, 
TTjat through him t/ ey wi.lpujh down their Enemies y and through his tiame, 
tread them under that rife up againft them i yet now they were under thcT 
Power of Tyiannizmg Dominawions, which they were refitting ; For, 
V.p. they complain,7/;^j' were put to Shameybecaufe the LORD went notforilr 
with their Armies y and they which hated them fpoiled themy and they were madfi 
a Reproach to their Neighbours, and for Ins fake were killed all d!iy long, ana 
counted as Sheep for the Slaughter : Hence they are' fervent in pleading,.. 
7%at the LORD would awake and arije for their Help y and not forget their Aj^ 
fliSlionand Oppteffion : whereby it is evident, they were under the Yoke 
of tyrannizing Powers, and refifling them according to their Mightj 
which by whomfotver, or upon what Occafion foever the Pfalm was' 
compiled, flicws that no Want of Succefs iU refitting Tyrants can mar' 
the Saints Faith, in pleading for the LORD's Affiftance and Approba- 
tion of the Duty; but if it was Dav d's (as the Title fo ordinarily would 
feemnot obfcurely to import) it aads greater Sj:rength to the Argument;, 
for it could not be while he was King. No Inftance can be given in all 
hisHiftory, of the LORD's People being redaded to fueh a Miferjr,. as ; 
is here complained of, during that Time; therefore it mutt have a Re-* . 

lation to that Time, when he with, others of the Godly were under Sdul^s' 
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. IVfanny, jagamft.whom^he with otKqfs\ilere maintaining^ a ftafccl Re* 
fiftance-; rfio* it ca/n'eftw to airaftive'bloody Engagembii.t'f\p^t pn;i>a^^ 
t/Vrf*isPart it WAS ait ho/tile Defenlive Appearance, and a 'dtdar^/Refi--'^ 
ffatrce ;^' for )ie had" a^' Army ofdoo'^fcn, wlrofe Captain He wa^jn that^ 
E^'edition; .'Heixce'I argue. T*he'ythat in Faith may pray fbr, and boafi of 
their ireadm^ioxion the iyranni^ung Power iy ihatnfeup agninfl them^ ntay.alfo 
in. Faith atteriTpt the refrfiing of them in their ownJe^ erne ^ Hut he?e the LORD^s 

Wit the. Tyrannis^ing 
in Purfaite of this . 
Men, being in 
Ntmiber^^oo, haa'efcaped froAi ^^/M, thejr abode in the W ifdemels of 
2/A/>,df "which the Z7^/;//e'j- informed the Tyrant; but the LORD^divcrted 
his Eujy l?y.the Invafion of the PhihJUnesy i Sam. 2^. Afterwards they 
infbrmeci 'him ^pf Pavid's hiding in Hachilah^ whitbtr^.when he came, the 
tCMlI^. indeed did offer 4n Opportunity* to 2>^'r;/V? ft) j'J'erenge ' himfelf 
li^pp'him, when he found him fleepihg withyi the Trench^ ancThis Spear 
ftuck iri the Ground at hixS Bolftcr; but Z)^'y/Vi having a tender Reipeft 
to him^as being ^A^ LOilzyj ^«o/>2tf^,in whichCharader he yet apprehend- 
ed a VeTedent Majefty (though by this Time he had demure forefaulted 
it ) and having a particular Promile and Aflhrance, that the LORD 
wotild deliver him at. length from his Tyranny^ did not find it his Duty, 
to affeffinate him in a private Way,upou a private Quarrel ; but refolvcd 
only toykcep himfelf oiit of his Hands, i Sam. 26. Chap. Yet then in the 
Pfalnr, which he compofed upon that Occafiori, he not only complains, 
that OppreffoTs fcught after his Soulj but encourages himfelf in the Faith, 
that GOD woLildbe with them that affifted him in his Eflay of defending 
h^rriMfy Pfa. -54. 4. Behold GOD is mine Helper , the LQRD is with them that 
iiphld my Sotd; and imprecates Deftruftion to Aj«/andhis Complices, V. 
^.Giit thm of 'in thy Truth ; and triumphs in the' Confidence that he fliould 
fee his Defire upon them, V. laft. As alfo in Pfal. y 7. where he calls 
them Li'ons fet on Fire^ vvhofe Teeth are Spears and Arrows^ V. 4. And 
Pfal. 55?. ^lvhere he complains. That the mighty 'vvere gathered agatnfi himy 
n6t for bis Trdnfgrejp^n nor Sin^and made a Noife like a Dog; and went round 
about the 'City ; 'And prays. That they might be fcattefdand brought down 
and confumea; a Prayer which would be accounted rank Treafon now a- 
days 5 yet clear it is from the Title, that it was againft Saul and his Com- 
plices, Hence I argue. If the LORD' s People confliEiing 'with and incotff 
faffed by opprejjing Rulers, cu fo many Lions and Dogs, may pray, and fraife 
for the help of thofe^that afftfl them in their Prefer vat ion againji them i then 
fitay'.they make ufe of their Help for their Defence,, for which thty may fray and 
frnifii But here ihefee the wRD's People^ confliSiing with, and jncoir^affei 



^ ^f^fj^ I^uleri^ hasfo- mam Litriis and Dogs, may ft ay and praije jdr- the 
7lhlfof thofsi that afffjfi them in their Prefervation again ff them. Erg6,&j?, i. 
UponOccafion of Do^'s Information againft him, and the Plots ami 
itrotibles ptojoSttd, aftd raifed thereupon, he prays not only againft him ; 
btft &j«/alfp. That the LORD would deliver, preferve and keep - hiih 
from their Hands, and that in Confidepce of the. LORD'S experienced 
Strength^. tw&« hadcovered hit Htad in the Day of Battel, Pfal. 140.7. AM 
exprefly 4gainft\Slw#/ he imprecated V^ p. As for the Head! ^ of khofe;Mt 
xwnpds me^tMt, let the Mifchef of their ovvn^LrpscO'verthism. Certairv ii i^, 
ifae Head r of them waisSaul: Whence I argue. If ive may pray againfi 
Kings y and for Prefervation from them i then may we defend our fehes bgainfi 
them, and Endeavour the Means of that Prefervation, for which we^pray. 
The Conne&ioi^ however it may feem a Paradox to fome,it wiH appeaf, 
if we ^onfider, that . that which will* give a' Dilpenfetion from our Duty 
of pcayitig for them, will alfo difpenfe^ fr6m the Duty of being paffiv^y 
fubjeft to their Will J an&d confequcntly will allow defending our felves 
fromp their Violence : But here we fee Tyranny and Treachery, and de- 
figned Mifchief will give a Difpenfation from ourDuty of praying for them, 
tho' that be a Duty as indifpenfabic as Subjedion. Again if at^ thitlg 
.demur us from refilting of Princes, it muft be Refped to their Majefty, 
and the Charafter of the LORD's Anointing upon them : But v^ fee, no 
•Refpfcft to that will demui: a Believer from praying in Faith againft tlKm. 
Therefore no fuch Refped willhinda*, but that he may defend himfclf 
againft their Violence. And indeed if we confider it right, if the Imprct- 
fion of any Majefty, GOD hath put upon Princes, fliould bind up our 
Hands from any Refiltance, it will reftrain from Prayer-Refiftaiifie, Fdc . 
if that Impreffion have any Force at any Time, it mult be when a Mi* 
is moft folemnly ftated before GOD, and fpeaking to GOD, afting as 'a 
Chriftian, rather than when a Man is ading as a Man, with a Man like 
himfelf : And as Prayer-Refiftance is the more formidable aiid forcible, 
Reififtance than any other (as this Siiul ind many other Kings have found 
the Eotce^of it, by thdr woful Experience ) fo it is more reftrided than 
any . other .Rfefiftancc ; for^wc may defend oar felves againft many, whom 
yre mjiil not pray agaanA, -wac. our private Enemies, fotwhom* we zxc 
commanded to pray ; yet no Body will deny, but we may relift their Vi- 
cricttce. . And like wife we are commanded to pray for Kangs, when inveft- 
f:d with, aod improving, their Authority for GOD ; in which Cafe w€ 
are not to refiil.them any way. But when their Degeneration Ipofesl. u$ 
from that Oblig^lon to.4>ray for them, and allows us to pray againft 
them, whea they turn Enemies to GOD (as we lee in this Prayer 6f 

th«P£Umift'$) then ^9 we may mQ£!e war^nubly refill them by defen. 
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jSsrtAws. 4. Among the Hall£lujahs in the End of the PfalntSj there 
is one calculate for a Triumphant State of the Church, though relating 
to TimCj when (he is militant, but prevailing ; when the LORD is tak- 
.ing Pleamre in his People, and beautifying the Meek with Salvation. In 
that Time erf the Saints being joyful in uJory, and finging aload upon 
tlKiir Beds, when they may glory in the Reft and Security the LORD 
■Wlil vouchfafe upon them, they are very pathetically and prophetically 
excited to Praife Prayer-wife, Pfal. 1^9. 6. to the End Le^ the highPraifes 
, 9f GOD be in their Mouths^ and a two ejged Sword in their Hatid, to eytfcutt 
Pingeance ufonthe HeathenjUnd Pumjhn^ntsupQn the People; to bind their 
Kings vjith Chains y and tteirNvbles with Fitters of Iron, lo execute. upon them 
the yudgmera ipr.ittfn- 7}iis ffomur hav^ all his SaifjSn Hallelujah. This 
jilv^$ , their Praife and Honour,, when they were brought in to execute 
Vengeance upon their Kings and Nobles of Canaan. This alio in Danfid's 
Time was the Ambition and Attainment of/ the Saints, in their trium* 
phant Vidories over many of their Oppreflbrs round about them. But 
It looks to a further and more famousExecution of Vengeance upon the 
Powers of the Earth ; when they fliall have long kept under the Church 
of GOD, and at length the LORD fliall give his People a Capacity to 
break their Yoke ; which when ever it (h^l be, fliall be their Honour. 
,Hence I argue, Jfit be the Honour of the Saints^ when the LORD puts them 
in Capacity to execute Vengeance upon their Enemies , tho^they be Kings thatop^ 
frefs them ; Then it may be their Ambitton to feek that Honour y that at leafi 
they may refiftthem : But it is the Honour of all the Saint s^ when the LORD 
puts them in Capacity to execute Vengeatice upon theirEnemieSy though they be 
jKingS'that opprefs them. Ergo, It maybe their Ambition to feek that Honour 
that at leafi they may rejift them. And thus I have endeavoured, to make 
my Otter good, to prove the Lawfulnefs of refifting the Sovereign Powers, 
that have the Rule of a Nation, from feveral Scriptures, from which 
tho' other precious Truths may be deduced ; yet this Truth by un- 
A]:aincd, and unconftrained Confequence, may alfb be clearly inferred. 

'The Account of my Try al before the J^fliciary^ Augu^ 5th, 168 5, 
Jk /| Y prelent Preflures and Perplexities ( not unknown to Friends coti- 
j[\'J[ . cerned ) do incapacitat me to give any perfed: or fatisfa&ory 
Account of the Progrefs of this my laft Profecution ; The C<Hi- 
dud of it was fo intricate, that I cannot relate all things, and the Pro- 
dud of it fo uncertain, and unfavoury to many, that I cannot fignifie 
any thing at this Time to the clearing of it, and undeceiving People 
about it. Only it will be neceflary for the behoofoffome,togivefomc 
fsfarration of it i which though it cannot be capable Qf fuch a Repre* 
I^atmon as m»y \k ncccWaxy tor my Vindicaxiou^ aad my deareftFriends 



.Satfefeiftionf wha'ire the Friends of CHRIST who by Ctitilft gfc- 
fenred in thegreatcfe Degree of Faithfulncfs in this declining Day ) yet 

. I tibinic it incmmbentuiponihe) for their ][nforniation^ tp offer a true^ un^ 
cere and impartial Declaration of it, not for juftifying every thing I have 
done, but to impart to all the Fearers of the LOkD, how much he 
hath in his Mercy ,Wirdom;and S^aithfulnefs done for me,and ho^i^ little; I 
could fay or do for Him or his Interefts in this Tryal, which called for 
a Tcftimony of iny Hands, th^ ( alas! ) J could not give; and in this 

. tp afcribrto Him the Glory of His Wifdom and Goodnefs and take to 
my fclf the Shame of my Folly, Faintnefs and unfaithfulnefs. I could 
never enough Admire the* Almighty's, wonderful interpofure in the Nick 

- of my extreme Hazard, at the oeginning of this Current Parliament, di- 
verting the fury of thofe that fought my Life, by protrading it all this 

. Tinae until now ; when the Appearance pf fome of my Comrads before 
the -Council brought my Name and cafe to remembrance again, wherc- 

. upon Order was given to Indid me for maintaining, T%at it is Lawful 
ff^ SubjeBsupon ffetenceof Reforntattony or any fretence whatfoever to enter 
mto Leagues and Coveuants^ or to take up Arms againfi the Kingy or thefi 
Commiiponate by him, or to put Limitations upon their due Obedience and Al" 
legiance, &c. And for difowning theJCings Authority y and for owning, or, re^ 
fujing to. difiwn the late Declaration A^xea upon Je^Jeral Parijh Churches, IN 

- SO FAR AS it declares fVar^ againfi th6 Kingy andAJferts it Lawful to Kill 
fuch as Serve him^ &c. 

Thefe wonderful Dilpenfations . of Providence towards me, working 
0I3C up to a refolved Submiffion, not only with content but with Com- 

' placency to leave the World at this Time,.and the Honourable Ve- 
neration lever had and have for thefe. Truths hereby traduced, did ob^ 
Uge me to refolvc, upon Suffering, and to State it upon fuch Heads as are 

" here charged upon me. And accordingly I defired to make an Offer of 
my felf, it the LORD would think me. worthy of fuch an Honour ; ( but 

. I fee he will not have every Body) to refifl unto my deareft Blood for 

- a Tefiimony unto thefe Truths. But the LORD wjio f^w my tirifitnefs 
. to die as a ^lar;yr,of which I can fay I was Ambitious^ did; alfo Deter- 
mine me to try how to prevent my Murder, and to find out Means to 
difcover it, if it fhould be unavoidable, fo as that itfhoxxld be manifefl 
to the Convidion of the World, even from the Laws now CuVrent. la 

: Qbfervancc. of which (• tho' mifchievbufly enough contrived ) I knew 

- they could .not take my Life. I was always of the Mind that a Chri- 
^ ftiah having to do with fuch as ly in wait for Blood, and ye^ darefiot 

- avouch it openly, but pretend Forms of Law,fhould prove himfelf a Man 
and plead for a\\ Humane Priviledges and Legal Defences, to the end he 
may niake it evident, they muil Streach Law, even their own Law before 

S *^ - th^y 
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they can rel^ch hi*. I do'nttt fay it cih be alv^rays'ib, 'neither will I take 
upon, me toCeAfure thofethilt'llo iiotfoj nor jiiuifie what I haye endea* 
voured 6f -that Icind ; -^iy^ Let theRighteoM rebuke fHij and it jhall it- 
as Oyl toinine Head. Only I would let my Friehds know that I was dc* 
terniihed'fo ufe this Method, becaufe I ex^eSied to be Martyred 4md I 
was refolved to make it appear to the World that! was moftlU^ally 
Murdered. 

Upon which Confidieration, when I received my Indiftment I wrote 
a Letter to the King's Ad vocat, Repreferiting, ThatmjC^rtditknvioa m^ 
ver of that fgnificancy as todefervehis Wrathy andnovnj himM to-that Pafs^ 
as was not tmijvorthy cf his Patrociny^ at-leafl of Pity. That niy Condition 
being Jo ntean^ my Thoughts- bf things were nhvaysfrbportionid-to itinever exer* 
Cffed in great Mattersy nor inthings too high for fney P&\. 131. T%at it is Ho 
' final} JVoHder y how any Thoughts or Sayings i>f ntinejhould berHfute rftlyat Cm- 
: fi^uencCy as to ie thought wvrthy - to be the ObjeH^ either -^ their mticir^ or 
'^ndigiiaikn. 'Butfuchas they arey-ihey^are the DiclAtes of Cohfciencey which be- 
ingthie bidy 'Idterefl aJtdLiberty Ihavff inthe-H^or/d^Imuffde/lie toEnt-intaiit 
tiJl I ^et' abetter y that to preferveihh'vvfd of Ofe^cey- 1 -feftTfty'Natifuc Coun- 
try and "TrazeHed'ffmeiuhat inihefPtrfdandihatifit had nbt been outofre- 
fpeU to Confciencey 1 needed not to ha'vefeen^c<^\^r)id at this "time y for -after 
I lOas Bailed out ufon a Bond to Anfwery and might have eluded .the Bond bj 
faying the Penalty y I du)ft net break the Obligation i That Iwasjent to Scot- 
knd ufon a Charge of Higlr-T'reafon, which upn T*ryal he knew the Amomn 
ofy that it was not for any Plot or overt- AEl againfi any LaWy only becaufe I 
could not think as the Law required and would fain have declined a Declaraticn 
of my l%oughts : 'That wa^ my fir ft Fault ( if any ) and when inproJpe:iof 
the Danger of my Life then threatened for ity I fatisfied the LaWy 'Rt nfOHM . 
after Review I was made to think that I had ftrained Confcienc^, as Provi- 
dence did afte) wards difiover by my ii^tercepted Letter, which in plain Honeil 
Hearted Ingenuity I did own before them fever al Times y and therefore defiring 
^tim not to take Advantage againfl; me from that, nor Profecute me to the Fore- 
feiture of my Ltfejbecaiife I cannot confent to the implicit abandoning of mj Con* 
. fcience to which I am a Prfonery as well as for it, and to confider if this be A 
Crime not to be expiated^ but by my Bloody and ponder theje things in the Si^ht 
4f GODy &c. And in the Poftlcript I dcfircd to fpeak with him in pri^ 
vate where, and when he fliould appoint. 

Befidcs this thinking that Sir William Paterfon my Old Regent at the 

. Collcdgehad fomc influence upon-fuch of the Judiciary as are Mem- 

■ 'beri oi Coui'iC'l, I accofted him likcwife with another Letter ,Rcpre- 

fcnthlg. That I had a very grateful Senfe of hii former Favour Sy which made 

^^^ ^^/^^{f J'^j' a hew Proif of his Kindnefs^ that my def(icablc incofide, abk^tefs 



m^be hcfe'tf Ins JktmruitkJSou^mBi^^yJ^^ iidrUm^ht H ftrange fmo I ciuli' 
hi .upM of fuck iDonA its. to Ik the (H^fffiiher. of $he^ Coguisuiifce or btdig--- 
nation of th^Sufsre$m Courts cffthe Natt^n^ e^eci({llffor0iy OfimoHs^wheri" 
by IcmU never l^fupfofid.tah inatff Mfacityrv^ hurt aty Body Uitifhyf^^ 
^(i^thsy wre hmtful )thattho' liiad TraviUed fompwhat iutheWa^ldyyett 
tmier imurredfuch a CenfUrefor fVordg or Afiions, Opimon or PraBice^ as that ' 
lyjas fmbOn' unfhciabk littk^ Animal as deferwdto-keExternmofedoutof' 
the iVorid for thent'-y that m Charg^was onlylecaufo my Toung Eyes could not ' 
fee liiith thsjk SfeBacles that the- Law Pr^fcriks. That the declmng to give my 
JudgmeHt'^fithiugs-was Ofien/tve- at fir fly and then declaring of it whenExtof" 
t^,waS' affo^ di/peafing ', firftformt fatisffingthe Law, Iwasfeverelie 7%rea^ 
tenedy and then when PrwJtdenee did difcover my Refemment of that y Lam now 
ffagedifOr not having fatisfied my feJfjaHd defiring ktmto confider ferioUflythefe 
things jt 0nd.thap the^ were many ways toireak ari'Egg without "an Axl 'that 
he would therefore ufe means ^ either to flop the Pnfecutiotky or for the Mitigath 
on of the Sentence, &c. . ' .: ' 

. 1 believe thefc Letters did iomewhatallajr their fury, for I underftand . 
they were Communicated to feverals of th^ Lords^ But again refiedin^ 
that the chief thing that would Straiten me'would be the Oath ofAiju^' 
ration, I thought upon fome Draught of my Sentiments about the-Mat- 
ter of it, in the general to Reprefent, to them for my own Exoneration,^ 
that I- might not be thought to maintain an/ Murdering Principles, -and 
if it might ftop their Mouth, which when I delivered I found had ilbme 
ffcichEftcd:, the Tenor of it was as follows. • : 

'the Sincere Sentiments of my Mind about tbt Declaration lately • affixed on 

fever at Churches on which 1 amIndiBed are^y ♦ 
< I. T, do Difowti and Abh'ore^all War of-Subjcfts proftfledly declared 

* > * againft a Lawful King as fuch, all War agairift LawfiU Au- - 
'thority, all War without Authority, or indeclinable Neceffity; all 

* \]'2ktioxxvidtdy or deiijgni&d for maintaining Principles inconfiftent with 

* Policy or Piety ; all War declared in that fenfe related in the Piockma- 
*' tion about the Declaration, jor- which may beat thefe Inferences therc- 

* in fpeafied. a- I do DiS) wnnot only all^fuch Affertions but all.fiich 

* - Thoughts a^ that it is* La^fol to Kill all fUch as Serve iki^ Ring, .or Stay * 
^ Man becaufe tWy ferye/him, <5r beeau(e they diifter from us in Jidge- - 
^ ment or ProfeiJkni^or bc-caufe they have injured u^ any manner bf way. 
*.I abhore all Aflfertiofifrofthe Lawfulnefs of. AfTafsinations, Miirders or 

any j>rivat^ Killing dr-Slaying under Colpur of Law, or. without it upon ' 




* nity. 3 . 1 <to d3i)wn4ay having ^ny Hand, o;: bdng^ art aiid'part in 
^-th«t pretend^ Pe€feutk>n" direaiy. or indkeroy, by toy Concurrence, 

; S a ' Con- 



Contrivance, Counfel, Knowledce or Connivance, or any manner 
ipiay, and I difown all Intentions for my own part to ^ofbcute or Peoi 
fecute or endeavour to punifh any that have (erved the King in any ^2^. 
pacity becaufe they have injured me, even though my greateft En^. 
mics but do think my felf obliged in Chriftian jDuty to Pray for. sLU 
my Enemies, and bleis them, and do all Offices ofKindnefstothetxi. 
4* But yet I humbly and confcientioufly demur to take that Oath for 
iome private Reafbns. i. Becaufe I look upon it as an OathimpoCed 
upon a fevere Penalty which whatever be the Matter of the Oath, is 
a thing I have no cleamefs for at prefent. 2. Becaufe I humbly con« 
ceive it mifreprefents the Declaration it felf, wherein I am not clear 
that fuch things are Aflerted. 3 .Becaufe whatevet be my ownThougfau 
of the thing,! dare not pafs a Judgment on the Deed of others fo So- 
lemnly, or to take upon me to Cenfure or Condemn them, or juMc 
anyScverity exercHed upon fomc Presbyterians who cannot or dare not 
ditown it.This I Subfcribed &kcpt in readinefs againft theDay of myAp- 
pearance,fupponng that pofsibly I fhould not be permitted to ipcakfbmuch. 
In the Morning of that Day, of my Tryall tuas taken out alone by 
aMacer^ to Ijpeakwith the Advocat, I expefted it was for a private 
Conference with liim, but when I came to the Place ( which was the or- 
dinary Place of the Criminal- Court ( I found all the Lords of the whole 
Jufiiciary prefent, who after a little delay Calling and InroUing the Af- 
lize, dicl call me before them. Then - told me I had got extraordinary 
Favours fhewed me, and tharthey were never at fuch Pains and Trou- 
ble about any Man to keep him from a Tryal as they were abaut me. I 
anfwered, I was ready to ^knowledge all Favours ; that if they were 
troubled about me it was not. my Fault. That I never was norwouki 
beTroubleiome to the World, if they would let me alone. TheyRe- 
plyed, T'bat they were very tender efmeyUnd out of Tender fiefs andCompaffhn 
they did 'what could be done to fave me from coming before the Parliamem. I 
answered, I wiflied I had gone before the Parhament; for I cxpefted 
Favour from them, and could not think they would take away my Life 
upon fuch ilender Grounds. They Replyed, They would as certainly have 
hahged you as ever a Man was, and intended to have made a Publtck £x- 
amfle of you ; And now faid they, take heed to your felf, and do not throw amy - 
your Life. No, faid I, my Lords, I do not intend to throw it away, I 
got it to keep till He who gave it call for it, and if he do at this Time, 
as 1 have been Threatened, I have endeavoured to make my felf 
ready to lay it down. They Replyed, IVe thought you had mon 
Under/landing than to Die like a Fool for Nicities and quibles. 1 anfwered, I 
h^d a Conicience that would not let me live like a Knave, ana withal 

r/2^t I thought (hey had mprc \uftic€i t^wiji v> . xite .n^Y Life for 
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NiCitics. They ftotcfted, they would he free of my. Bloody and Mii 
not dejire my Life. Then we fell to Speak about Confciencey and I faid 
feyeral things about it, that it was a tender thuig, and the 
greateft Intereft that a Man hjith in the World, and not implicitely to 
be Subjefted to any Creature,* it being the LORD'S Prerogative to. be 
Law-giver to it, that itibould be informed and correded, and not jm- 
pofed upon^That it is GOD's immediate Deputy not anfwerable to any 
Courts among Creatures, that I was a Prifoner to it, as well as for /it* 
That it was vetv hard • and odious among Chriftians and Proteftants, 
to take away a Man's Life for it. That were more fuitable where the 
Inquifition is the defign^ of thefe Methods, where no mean of Informa- 
tion is ufed muft be to debauch itor deftroy it. They were very Angry 
at my Language, yet faid, they were very inclinable to Pit/ me^ 1 cannot 
tell if it was immediately after this ; but I remember, CoHngtoun was 
much incenfed and enraged againft me, and told me, I deferved no Pity;* 
and fell to Aggravate my. Crime, Thatl was a Turbulent Peflilem Fellow^ 
a ferverter of others, and fpreader of Rebellious Prirtciflesj an Owner of^ 
- and Covruerfer with Murderers \ that I wrote Letters to^ohvihULiovit 
the Murderer of the late Arch-BifhoP of St. Andrews: At .^nich the reft 
huflied, as if they had not delircd to infift upon that, then he Ixeld his 
Peace* I (aid nothing to all this. Then they told me, the Terms upon 
which ' I was to fave my Life this Day were, that 1 mufl take the Oath of Ab^ 
juratioHy and own, that King James the jth was niy Lawful King and S^ 
vereign- I anfwered^ that if they were not content with what I.hadt 
faid on thefe Heads already, I^coald not give them any further fatif- 
faftion, that I had ^ufed all Ingenuity before them about thefe things^ 
and more then I needed, and if it were to do. again, poflibly they fhould 
not know fo much of my mind; and that I hoped they would not make 
fuch ufeor it againft me. Then the Oath of Abjuration was tendered^ 
I told them how I had fatisfied them once already abqut it ; and no^r 
becaufe Providence difcovered that I could notfatisfie my felf. in that I 
muft be threatened with Death. They Replyed That I tore my I^antf 
from it y and fa produced the Paper. I anfwered, I did that, at your Lordr 
fiiips Command. Some faid. That was deep Policy in a jeering way* I aa- 
fwered, I was no great Politician, and if they Hang ihe for a Plotter,, 
they would \>t far m the wrong to nxe- So they went to urg^ the Oath 
again. And to.give Re^ifons of my refufal, I told them of ^le deep 
Wound it had given to myCooicicnce,.and hqw I was overrperfwacV- 
cd to it through fear of Death and other .Carnal Motives^ but now I fe^ 
the like Torture in a Relapfe more than Death.Then I repeated theR.ea- 
fons in the abovementionedbraught.Thw I was askcd^O^/ wmld rmt T/indi-^ 
€au myfilf horn. d)dngf(yr,^d being refuted an Owner offuchM^(kfi'fi&.PKiA^- 
■ . . . f ex 
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^l0$y i^flruBive te all Humane Society ? I anfwcred, I would, fo fer as I 

could, and^ thereupon I delivered .the forefaid Draught of the. ^ncerc 
Sentimetits of my Mind about it, which the Qerk was Ordered .^o Rea^, 
ahd they themielves pafled it from Hand to Hand, and declared, they 
jvere* Good things in the General ; and that I nuuntained Good enough General 
Principles J but that I drew bad Conclujkns from fuch Premijfes always* I an^ 
fWered, that behoved to be, becaufe I .wa^ a bad Logician, I hpped 
they 'would not Hang me for that. They Smiled at.tbis, tfaen paOec)^ 
on to the Queftion rt^c«r Authority j I anfwered after the common, man- 
ner, I owned all lawtul Authority according to the Word of . QOD* 
They replyed, / ftiU harped upon Ger.erals ; but when it came t<k particularly 
iheyfdknd me out. So urged, If I would own the ju ft. and lawfid AH^oritjr 
ef King ]^mcs the ^th. I anfwered, I owned all the. Particulars ch^tare 
contained in Generals. Well tlicn/aid they,yoa own the lawful Authority of 
this prefent King. I tanfwered, if it he lawful Authority, I own^itj they 
were very Angry at that, and faid, / did nothing iut cokfume Time with my, 
quibbles y and what was I to queJUcn the Kings Authority*. I anfwered, it 
was they that; queftioned it, for I purpofed not to Queftion it, and I 
would tell them how far I would own it, I owned his Lineal aad Le- 
gal Succeflion, a?s being next in Blood -and Line, I owned his Providen-*' 
tial Advancement to the Throne, I owned as much I thought did oblige 
me to all the Duties of Chriftian Subjedion, more I. could • not fay. 
They told me, / muft fay more^ or elfe dicy ' and fo difmiifed me^^ and the 
Macer carried me out to the Utter- Honfe among the Pannels, where I 
flayed fometime. My Second Conference. 

O Hen they called me in again, and told me, // / hadji mind to befaved, 
-X they would faze me. I anfwered, I had a good mind to be iaved, 
if it could confift with a fafe Confcience, they told me, now was 
the Hour, and if I did not fomethingfor thir SatisfaBion^ nowy I might ex- 
pert the worji of it. I anfwered, 1 knew the worft of it, which would be 
little hurt to me, and far lefs profit to them ; and fo began to Exhort 
them to ponder the danger of Innocent Blood ; i being charged with no 
'Fa£i or Overt ASlJiiiit only for Matterjs of Opinion, fevcral things,! faid 
there, which I cannofparticularfy remember, it being for the Subftancc 
■contained in the Letters above rehearfed. I got a reply, T%at the de^ 
glaring and maintaining fuch Opinions, as thefe wercy declared htgh Treafon tj 
' A^' ^ Parlianiem^ 1 anfwered, that if I had known that, niay be,I wOiil4 
not have declared them ; and that it is a hard Matter, firft to be forced 
to telt our Thoughts,- and then to be Hangedfor.it. The Advocate 
•replyed, T'hdt the Matters 1 was queftioned upon were fuch as e* 
very Perfoh was obtiged to give an account of his Thought s^ as being Matter % 
that mcern thf whokCmmumty^every Man,muft own theG^vernm^i^ y^hert be 

JUves 



ZiveSyand difovm Principles and PraEiicesyDeBruEiive of all Government ^tbat if 
I, mentioned thefe thtngsjvxmld not beft^ered to live in any Kingdom under Hea-- 
yen. 1 anfWercd,! have been in feVeral Kingdoms of the W^CM:ld,wJicre I 
t'ould have lived peaceably, and yet was never queftioned about thefe 
things j neither ao I believe there is any Kingdom or Common-Wealtb ou 
Earth; that would put fuch Queftions to their Sabjefts or Strangers ; 
and that the moving them to many poor People in this^ Kingdom, was 
d. great Caufe why it is fbmuch quellioned, and doubted by People, who 
w6uld never have enquired into it elfe. IVeli buty faid they, what do you 
fay to it now, will you own the King to be you Lawful Sovereign^ or not? I an*- 
fwered, I adhere to my former Anfwers* Do you adhere, faid they, to 
Jour ownfarmerConfeffionsfubfcribed by your own Hand? I anfwered. Yes, I 
inuft adhere to them ; but! think they cannot legally be madeiljfe of * 
for my Corivf6Hon,"fuch a Probation I judge it very ftrange, that they 
made Ule <rf againft me, when I was commanded to fign my Confeffions, 
which I complied with very ^«»^z;//eJ^, and yet that they ftauld takt 
Rich Advantage againft m« as to make .Ufe of it for my Condemnation, 
that a Man's Ingenuity declaring his prefent Thoughts of things, whenex^ 
iorted;, ihould be made an IngineYor his Deftradion, is very ftrange. 
They tdld me, by my own Words Itmfibe juftified ani condemned , and that 
ifslwouldhowarfwerdifir'eefly and fatisjyingly, they would pafs from all by-^one 
Confejfwns, and every thing. I told rhem, 1 would anfwer as well as I could 
plainly and ingenuoufly. They faid, I was always too plain. Now,, faid 
they, IVhatfayyou to the King s Author itie? I anfwered, I could fay 
little more to it than what 1 had faid already. I have not deniecl his 
Authority i but do own it as much as any Man m my Capacity is:oblig^ 
cd to owii him. I own all Subjedion to him in the LORD. *Sb^ £iid they, 
he can never hold of his^Difiintiions. \ anfwered. My Lords, I muft. needs 
fay fome thing for the Exoneration of my own CJonfcience, as well as for 
your Satisfaftiori. I Cannot own all Authority fimply. They replied,./^ 
do not bid you own all Authority, but King James the qth his lawful Authority^ 
I atifwertd, I own Subjedion to it. Hoy faid fome of them, therf. U omo-z 
ther Diflintiiony he owns Subj clion to him^ but not AUegiance. 1 anfwered,Thefe 
"are not one, and muit be aillmguifhcd. I cannot own Allegiance in the 
Terms it is impofed. It was urged by fome, fVtll not you own. the A-^ 
fofiWs DoUrine, Rom. 13. T'obe fubjeit- to the higher Powers, not only for 
rfVrathybut alfo for Ciiifcience^fake f 1 anfwered, YeS ; Where the Pow^r? 
^re fuch as he there fpcaks of. 1 cannot fay, AB Powers are ordained ^ot 
XJOD by his PRECfiPTIVli WILL, thb' they are 4II ordained by his 
PROVIDENTIAL. W ILL. I think it enough for meto own Subjedioft 
to thefe in the LORD.S3Lid.xhi.yJVhatdo you call Sul^eElioni Do not you 
,4iwnJCir^}^mi:s jt^. to be your Kin^ ? 1 anfwered, I own him to be Kmg, 

But 
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But faid thcyjs h mt jour lavifulKing and Sovereign ? I anfwrcredjt was all 

ont to me, whether he be Lawful, or not ; I maft be fubjcct, fince Pro- 
vidcncc hath fee him up. Oa;j faid they, Tknisze v las. I faid, I hoped, 




faid they, H%at needs more, jiijce that you own him to be jour lawful Kingi I 
anfwered. In that Senfe I own it. They rtphcd, IVe wilt have nothing to 
do with SenfeSy fay the M ords. My Lords, Lid I, I cannot fay vVords 
without a i>/:yj, and efpecially fuch VVoids as arc capable of ano:her 
Senfe, without explaining them. They asked, IVhat was that ? I anfwered, 
It muft be thought, that I owned he was lawful by GOD's Apfnbationy 
That I cannot fay ; for fometimcs he may charge a Nation with that, 
Te have fet up Kims, and net by Ale, and Primes , and I knew it not : And 
bcfidcs, faid I, 1 ftickin it; becaufe of fome Old Laws, againftthc 
SucccfGon of Papifls, and becaufe according to our Covenant Engage- 
ments, wc arc to own them only in Terms confiftent with the Securi- 
ty of Religion and Liberty. Tiiey ftormed at this ; yet the Advocate re- 
plied fobtrly. That a&for the the Old Laws, they were all refcinded at the lafi 
Parliament^ wherein the frefent King waa Cimmijjioner ; and^fo caufed read 
the A(5t for the Duke of K/i's Succeffion. I anfwered, I never knew all 
former Laws, for the Security of the Proteftant Religion were there re- 
fcinded before i but however I could not juftifie the Ad, and durft not 
coniply with it, IN SO FAR AS, to. own the King's Lawful Authori- 
ty (imply ; for if I Ihould fay as they would have me, I might be inter- 
preted to juftifie that Aft, which I cannot do. Then they called me ob^ 
fiinate ; and many hard Names, and commanded me to the Pannel. I 
almoft forgot about the Oath of Abjuration, how it was tolled, fcarce 
v/orth the repeating. I remember, I told them, I could nevef confent to 
juftifie their Severity againft Corfcientious Recufants on that Head. I could 
not fee in tfiat Declaration any fuch Affe>tions of declaring fuch and fuch aJVar 
againft the King, and that it was lawful to kill all in hit ^lervice imployed under 
him. 1 am averle from all Oaths publickly impofed by Authority. They ur^ 
cd,/ fiould take it only IN SO FAR AS it declares, Sec. I anfwered,SO FAR 
AS, is becaufe it declares, &c. whicli I cannot fee it docs, and fo I ihould 
fwear a Lie,which I durft not do. They faid, Ifawjurther than they. Then 
I anfwered, I would not fay fo ; but only I could not fee fo far; But I 
muft fee before I fwear j and further I told them, I would fwear none at all 
The A(lsi:cdiic2i\)k^ajj Jwouidfign it f I ahiwerca, 1 iud corn my SubicriptioQ 
from it already,! would not fi^n k agair.Then fome pr«po(ed, that they perceivedi 
JpxfJy flicked at a meer nice Mataphyfical iJutlble about the Sen) e of the IVordi IN 
SOJ^'AJiAS,3indovcriutt(1.7hatitm(^y\itvi>r\\\w^^ ^Q^^^iniead rfiH SO 
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FAR AS. I told theni) I would difown it then, as I had done already in EfTeft,*-. 

in tho-Paper I had delivered in to them ^ but this they wovid not grant at that* 

Time.l had almoft forgot a Paflage about the Authority, onepropofed aOiic^ 

ftion^What Ithfivghtofthat Articltof'tbeConfefunof Faithjoffirmiftgy That 

Infidtlity or Difference inReligim doth not make voidficcA anfwered,! thought it 

very iound Do<lrine,itdid not make void where it was lawfully invefted^but it 

mi^ht incapacitate a Per fon from Authority \ and (o if K. James had been King- 

b^f jre h« was a Roman Catholick, I fliould not have quarrelled it : But their 

Lorafhips knew it was not fo.Many other things pafled at this £xamination,that 

I cannot particularly reheirfe ^ but at length witli Frowns and Threatenings I 

vras put in the Pannel. Ihe loft CONFERENCE. 

I Remained in the Pannel, a while alone before the reft of my Fellow Crij 
minals were called, the Lords fpeaking together among themfeves; In the 
mean Time, when the other Pannels were called, they began to examine 
tht^m one by one. Then read the Indi£lment\ then when it came td me, thty 
asked, What I had to /ai^notp \ for thefe things needed no Probation againft ftief 
I enquired, if i might have the Allowance of Advocates to plead for me, and to 
clear the Lybel's Irrelevancy. Sir George M'kenzie offered^ that I mght hav0 
whom Ipleafedy and asked whom I had engaged ? I anfwered^I had engaged nohe^ 
becaule I heard none wo«ld be admitted without the Cottncil's Warraiit,whicb 
I thought was very bard \ being it leemed, they had determined to takeav^ay 
my Life before Hand *, becauie they will not allow any to plead its Defences.* 
Bat now faid I, teing my Lord Advocate hath offered thePriviledge, Ifblemnl/ 
invite any Advocate, to plead the Law in my Cafe, and not (umr me to be 
deftroyed, bccaufe of my Ignorance of the Law, pointing, when I (pbkethis^ to 
Sir IViUiam Paterfon^ and others fitting with him; And when none of them 
would anfwer, I iaid, It*s haid, that Mens Lives ihould be (o little valued *, and 
that hence it might be obferved. That if any Man, tho' never fo innocent,weftf 
audjcioufl/ accufed of Treafon,then if he were a poorMan of meanPart^and ig« 
norant of the Law, as lam, he could not be fure of his Lift-, for it's eafle* to 
take it away,when all Means of Defence aris taken away. When I had faidthifJ 
twoAdvocates came to me,& told m^ quietly ^7%^ n^^^tf^r^rr i/rScotland would 
take it in Hand^ or could plead any Legal Defences in mil Cafe^ the Matter was 
fo clear againft me. I told th€m,~If they had laid, They would not, I dutR be* 
lieve it*,but that they could not, I will never believe. Then I cried to.tbe Jm{ 
ftice General^ craving leave to enquire, what Law they would found the Ar-i 
tides of my Indictment upon. The Advocate faid, 7he Laws were menti^od 
in the Jndiltmenty and in thefirft Place^ that AEl 2. SeflT, 2. Par. I . K# Ch." 2t A 
Parr whereof was read, Declaring theje Pofiriuns mentioned in the Ly bet to infeir, 
the Crime of 'Ireafon^ and to be punt/bed with ForfaitUer and Lofs oj Lije% 
Lands and Goods. I replied, I cannot be convi£led of the Breach of ' thit Law* 
It was antwered, I had declared fuch thivgsbefore the Lords j ofwhtith thefwor§ 
both Judges andWitfieffes \ and n<nx} they would kHow whether 1 owned (uch things 
or not* I anfwered. That is^ot the Qaeftion now, whether I own thenOi or nbt^ 
but what I have done already, I humbly conceive was only a Declaration of ntv 
Thoughts of things before your Lordftiips, andtio\V^cVL^TS«&S!X*.^^ 

tlojssj^s thit Ait condemos j for your LQi4\to^^i^^xw^^v|^iT\u\\*^\\^\^>^^^^ 



0r maintained them hftre the PeepUj as the Aft bears; and bedttfe noTiich 
Fraits and Effefts can be fattened upon any thing I have done, or Taid in Pot' 
fnance of them, as are there in that Aft fpedfied, they were only my Thoughts 
declared^ and not Pvfitions malicioufl^ and okJUnoily ntaintained^ as the Aft 
qaalifies them, but only given, and extorted for your Lordfhips Satisfaftion-. 
It's a fore Matter to be threatened for declinineour Thoughts, and then indift- 
tA for telling chem. The Tuftice General asked. When xom I threatened fw that / 
1 anfwered, My Lords, I have been threatened every Time I appeared before 
your Lordfliips*, and I took that for a threatening, when you told me the Law 
. 9Mi/(f ma\e me do it. The Times are very hard, when not only for a WQtd a 
Man is made an Offender^ but alfo for Thoyghts^ and thefe extorted too. The 
Advocate faid, They would not fo much infift on theje common Pofitions with ifir, 
as the other Things incumbent upon ail Suhjeils^ viz. I declined to own the King^s 
Authority^ and to abjure the Declarationi I demanded againft what publick en* 
tftedLaw, or Aft of Parliament I had offended ? He faid, AgainB all Law^ 
and the Law of Nature and Nations^ before there were any jlSts of Parliament^ 
h which every Subject is obliged to own the Authority he lives under A anfwered. 
That 1 granted it might be (o by the Common Law, that publick difowning of 
the King's,or State's Authority might be very offentive-, but I never heard a 
law. That every one (hould pofitively own it, and declare his Con(cience about 
it, when it is impofed. Then the Clerk was ordered to read the Aft of Parlia- 
ment ( I forgot theNumber) for the Duke of Tor]C% Succtflion : Which done,! 
replied, That neither could it, be made oat, that I had tranfgelTed that Aft ',be' 
caufe there it only is declared, That he is Rightful and Lineal SuccefTor^and Ap- 
parent Heir, and that none Ihould difown, or oppofe, or fufpend him^ from the 
Stile, Honour or Kingly Name of the Imperial Crom;; of this Realm, which I ne- 
ver did ', but on the contrary, did own his Legal and Lineal Succejfton^ and hfs 
Authority IN SO FAR AS, 1 was obliged to all the Duties of a Chrittiart Subje- 
ftion: And further,! required to know what was the Duty requited in that Aft, 
as it concerned every privateMan.lt was replied,7l?<it / and every one muFt own 
him to be our Lawful King &Sover$tgn. I aniWered J could not conceive it (b*, for 
that is only the Recognition and Declaration of them chat made the Aft,and not 
the Duty enjoined to every Subjeft ^ for all that's required of them in the Aft, 
is not to difown oppofe or fuJfendyScc. And ic muft needs be lo*, for had I any Vote 
in thatParliamcnc.or muft I now give mySufarge or Confent to icor fignifie my 
Confcientious Approbation of it. ^ No: That I cannot do, nor is it incumbent, 
be it lawfully done o|r unlawfully, what can be charged againft me, if I do not 
^ifobey it, or oppofe it-, let the King's Authority be lawful or unlawful, if I own 
Subitftion,and cannot be charged with Treafon, Rebellion or Difobedience, 
what have I more to do-, but now I muft plainly declare before this Cottrt,That 
I cannot iuft fie that Aft. Replied, TW«^i nojmfiifieation of it required of your 
ffand^ but only to acknowledge K. James ribr 7 to be lawful King, I anfwcred. My 
I^rd!»,you know from what 1 have (aid already, that I could fay (omucb,but only 
I would have it undcftood in what Senfe I fay it« Said they, Tou muitfubfcriht it. 
I demurred that, and faid feveral Thingsabout it -, and fo they left it, ind came 
go tht h\i\^x^t\onm7X^ ^fSitmtig^ I was indicted there for owningy at leaftre* 
/is/i/!r£fa^^Aii^ffjtbafpretendU JDeclaration^ IN SO FAR AS^if declares^ 8cc. 
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and asked mc, What 1 had to [ay to that ? I anfwered. That I would not dif- 




Speftators Witncfs, Ihat I Difownedall(h 

TUper^ and difowmd and abhorred all Murders and Sinful jijfaffinations \ And 
raid that I thought tharmigbt rathfie all La^v, and demanded what Law there- 
in 1 Tranfgreffed. It was replyed. I had Tranjgrejfed the Froclamation^ the 
Common Law and PraHique of the Houje as it was now Ratified and Confirmed 
by the zid jIB of his Afajefty's cui^rrent Parliamentt I anfwcred, I had once 
Tatisfied that Law already in taking that Oath, and Reafon would fay that 
were enough, however I refented it afterwards : The Law faith not that a 
Man (hall not repent of it, but now I am Indi£led for not having fatisfied my 
felf* What could I help that f They Reply ed, I Jbould have held my Tongue 
pf that ^ for that was the jiggravation of my Crime^ that I tore my Name from th$ 
Paper. 1 antwered, That could be no Aggravation of it, which was done in 
Obedience to their Command *, And when their Lordihips [aidj they Vfould ae^ 
count me Difivgenuotu andTreacherous^ if I did it not. Well faid they, we [will 
pafsfrom that^ if you will only Subjcribe your Name by the Place where you tore 
it of.\ anfwered, I could not do that. Then they left off (peaking to me .• And 
after a while Paufing, wherein I put up Ejaculations to the LORD fot Light 
and Refolution, at length I required a Sight of th%t 23d A£l of Parliament 
which* they laid iTif^ made particularly for me j and uponmy jicoount^ which 
they gave me to read, and when J had read it, I found there was no Oath re* 
quired, hut only difowning that fretended Declaration^ INSOFAR AS it 
declares^ &c. Then I fpakc to the JufUce'General^ih^tl huipbly conceived it 
could not be made appear that I had TranfgrefTed that Aft neither *, for here 
faid I, there is no Obligation to take any Oath, which I only have refufed, I 
bave not refufed to difown the Matter that you fallen upon that Declaration. 
There are many ways of difowning without Oaths. I do difown my having anv 
Hand in that Declaration, or being Art or Part in it, and I will difown thele 
things that are faid to be afferted in that Declaration, IF SO BE, they 
be in it *, tho* I think, I could make it appear it is Mifreprefented. 
I did not hear what was reptyed to this, only I remember, the Advocate ar- 
gued, That by difowning thercy in that A£ty muSt be meant Abjuring^ from a 
Claufe in the Conclufion ofit^ which doth ratifie and approve all Procejfes laid or 
to be laidy according to tie PraEiique of the Houfe in that Matter"^ which«faid 
he, ir^ always by Swearings orrefujing to Swear. To which I anlwered, that it . 
did not follow, becaufe the Aft did approve what has been done in that Affair, 
that therefore it dorh enjoy n what fhallbe. There was much tuggling about 
this Impofition of Oiths*,for I told tkem, I was againd all Impofition of Publick 
Oaths of that Mature, upon fuch Pains and Penalties, whatever the Matter of 
them was*, and for this I had the Opmion of many Learned and Famous reform* 
ed Proteftant Divines,and aboundance of Reafon too, becaufe (uch Oaths could 
not be taken with Deliberation \ becaufe not with Voluntary cboile. It in- 
ferred Violence done to the Light of a Man's Confdcnce, which is the ©nly Re* 
riMr/r of an Oath's binding Force. It could not be taken 1 1;? Zxuxk^ S&ij^t%^ 
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BhfneJ^s and Judgement^ which alwayb (uppofed Confent, Light and Liberty^and 
fo could not be JccL-pt*?d in the fight of GOD, wh^re Name is Interpofed and 
Invocaied,asa Witnelsand Arbiter rhnrero.YeaJ u\A them, I was fo avtrfe from 
all Co aftive Iinnofitions of PMickOathsy that though I was never fuppofcd 
to be .in Eiumy \o ihtCcvenantj beinga Presbvterian^ and an Owner of all 




pofcti upon, 1 would never rtfule iht Covenant^ burit (houlJ be always with 
my cordial Coalent, when I rook it : Ai lengrb the Advocate propoicd, Ifljould 
be admitted to dijown it^without an Oaih^by Suhfcription. Then 1 quarrelled at 
the Wording of it, IN SO FAR AS, and oflfired t^difown i: in Iht Terms, IF 
SO BE SUCH THINGS ARE THERE ASSERTED, wjiich I knew were not, 
and told chem they were not. At knt^th through much difficulty it was grant- 
ed to be conceived fo, and a Paper ordered to be drawn, wherein both Jfijould 
own King Jin\^% jXh. His Authority^ and difown that Declaration^ If SO BE^ 
fuch things were contained in /r,wliich was given to me to read and (ign.I found 
the Paper tenderly Worded in the Terms I offered and owned before. Only I 
Objefted againft Sabfcribing, andalledged it was unneceiHry, there being (0 
many WitnefTesof the Declaration of my Mind by Word of Mouth : But they 
reafoned, how could I decline to Sublcribe the Thing which I was free to declare 
fofolemnly^ if it were not that 1 wot not fine ere in my Declarations^ and wat 
fffindidtorefile from themj and lo t was our-argued and overperfwaded into 
the Subfcription of that Paper : But before I would doit, I extended my Voice, 
and told the Auditory, I bad on.^ rhin^ co fay Co them, and that was^ to Proteff 
Selemnliy which J repeated jeveral Times^ That by my Sutffcribing that Paper in 
thefe Terms of owning Authority^ and dtlowning that Declaration^ IF SO BE| 
it declared fo^I might no' be thought to doit in any other Senfe^than what /had de 
dared \ and I Protefled particularly^ that I mi^Jot not be thought to jufiifie the 
jiStof Succfffi)n^ nor the A ^ro^ation of Ancient Laws about it^ nor the war.i 
of Security for Religion and Liberty: nor to acknowledge the Divine Approbation 
vfit* Atthe hciringof which, lume bad me be filent, fome raged, Ibme faid 
Jjhould not Subfcribe it^ and that they would admit cfnoiProtefiations. Where, 
vponi throw down the Pea, aher I had takeh it, and refolved not to doit : 
But when the Lords were all fpeaking amongd themfelves, and 
there was fuch a noice that nothing could be heard, the Advo* 
cates came about me-, and buzed in my Eir, and faid Subjcribe^ 
Subfcribe^ for it it admitted'^ we aUknov^nxhatSenJeyoutakeitin well 
enough^ and fo I did Subfcribe ir. Some PafTiges I have omitted in this Relation, 
through my Perplexity about the refult of it \ I fevcril times ofPered to Speak 
tothejff^y, but was interrupted*, and after all was done, I expected to pafsun* 
der their Cognition. Butafterihey were called, ar.d the Advocate Spoke to 
them, in the End he told ilttm^l hat as for me s I was to be delated till to Marroip^ 
which «\lorrow is not come yet. Now when fome of m/ dear Bretlirea trc 
irjrcriy/fd, towhofelot 1 jhould have (uhmitted, not only with Fatienc^i 
jbar fr/rA Complacency^ if fo it had pleaVed ttie HAy i^Determiner of allTfcingi, 
who yet bath appoiaud me fome more weaty V5 t<iY^\tL<D2AVtorfR Axaf Hieee- 
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